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Upon 


che Execrable Murther of the Right Honourable 
ARTHUR. Eazl of Ef 


Ortality won'd bo tee freit to bear, 
How ESSEX fell, endvot difſebee with fear ; 
Did not more foures Rage take off the blow, 
And by his Blood, vbe fleps ta Vingranco ſhow. 


The Tow r was far the Treg defigs'd, 
BY, cenfin o - 
8 


And to be flaughter d, be is 
Zu; wby met bis BRSEK peri 
ut why 9024 per /a 3 

Why with ſack fury drag into his Tomb, 

" Murther'd by Slaves, and ſacrific d to Rome? 
By ftealth they bil, avd with « fecret freke 

Silence that Voice, which char «& when tex it ſpoke. 

The beding Orifice 0 erflow'd the Groued, 

More like ſome mighty Deluge, than a/Wound. 

Through the large ſpace his Blood: and Vitals glide, 

And his whole Body might bave paſt beſide. 

The reaking Crimſon ſmel/'d into a Flaod, 

And ſtream'd a ſecond time in Capel's Blood. 

He's in his Son aggin to Death purſe d, + 

An Inſtance of the high i# Jugratitude. 

They then Malicious Stratagems ; 

With Life, his dearer Honour to deſtroys 
Lind make bis Fane extinguiſh with bis Breath, 
An Aft be youd the Crueities of Death. 
Here Mur ther is in all its ſhapes complear, 
As Lines, waited jn their centre meet, 
Form'd by the blackeft Politicks of Hell; 
Has Cain ſo div liſh when his Brother fell? 

He that camtrives, or bis own Fate defires, 
Wants Courage, and for fear of Death expires ; 
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To fear, or to anticipate his *Fate : 
Tet their evzalted Im mpuldente- « und" Guilt, 
. Charge on himſelf,” the proeiunt-Bliet hey yaa} 
So wereghe- Prodetants: [ns JANTIBIA © vs te Vu. 
Deſtroyed"*in-Ireland without s® Foe" {4 
By their own barbarons Hands the Mad Men dy e: 
And Maſſaere. themſelves, » they "know pd. - 
Whilſt the -kindovivith,' TLowt Yor ſee" rhe Goes, <* 
And P ious Catholiehs their Fate dephore: > i 
If you refuſe to'truft\errontous Fame, 1 \ 
Royal 2070s CH _ confires the Jame. FORO 


* i o 


We have hf more in injur'd Capel” 5 ww, 
Than the; poar” baukrupt+ Age ran &er Feparr- 
Nature indulg.d bin fo; that there we faw, - oi 
All the choiſe ſtrokes ber teddy band cou'd draw: | 
He the Old Engliſh 6/ory did revive, _ 
In-.bim we bad Plantagenets: alive... - 
Grandeur,” end Fortune, wid a vaſe Revown 
Fit to ſupport: the luſtre of a-Crown. 

All theſe m him were potently conjoyn'd, 

But all was too jgnoble for his Mind: 

Wiſdom and Virtue, ' properties Divine ER 
Thoſe, GodlikexRSSEX, were entirely thine,” - * 


In his Great a he's fill FRI F ative, © 
a will to all ſucceeding times ſurvive. 
Vith juſt Pregreffien, agthe confbant' San - > * > 
per move, andthrough its bright: Feliptiek Rita. m 
For whilſt his Du? does indiftinguiſh d He; A l 
And his Leſt Soul ts ſoar 'd'above = Shy © 2 BP 
Fame ſhall belowhis parted Breath ſupply. 
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| Mong: alt the Sins which are ſaithto ery for 
nohe:to which-a Jouder Voice is-afcribed inthe: 
* . . well as Mea, than that of Aderder, © (For asit is 
a Creature, which carries the ſtamp and impreſs 

Image, and thereig &defacing the molt viſible repreſentation, which God 
hath vouchſaf'd unto,-.and left of himſelf in ſubtunar 3 ſfoitisa 


moſt daring inſurretion-againft the Authoriry of the Supream Lawgiver, 
who delign'd his inhibitjorr for'a ſufficieat Fence abour-our- Lives, Nor 
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does any Crime more-audacigully control the Eridyof:f Wiſdom in 
making vs {9cinble Cepatares, © deldferaiiing ws and Powers 
by which we are/inabled as well as inſtruted to help r= 07m uk 


ther. - And therefore in ontoghe heincuſpeſs of the. guilt of the 
Sin of 4wrder, are both the denounciations of God ia. the Word, and his 


vindictive Diſpenſations of Providence, agaiaſt it, wrote in more legible 
CORO no wherein we w__ iſ comet i teſi 

thi $.; Profane as. pn ind wiends: 
Blood, and of the 
9 2s well as Perſons 


rathful { En W 
wrathful ſey ſhown agai 
in whoſe ener been found. - © R 
And as no Tran fſion is more rovoking to God, {o; nope does ſo 
much incenſeand- wins: Mankind. | 
ſon, .is- coaſtryed;as gc. of al; ngr cap heat'of the c 
ant ok 


our Neighbayrs throat, 5 j0fge our 
our own; Nor, is it, only. by: the. inſtivt, but, byithe Aythioricyi.of- 
all Macas and wor" ar 


Law. of Nature re, tha Murderers,have in 


Ages,: 
withan Univerſal hatred. 'He abandons his 9wn Life tothe Willand Plea« 
ſure of the next Aſailant, -who eſteems.it nox-bis duty not-only. to wreſe 


the wea ponon 9 $ Munlewerabandchue to. vrigg.the Malelactor to pub- 
ck pu til, | Bega 1p 62 þ{:'3] OTIS 
— Along ETC 15 NOT ego Aiſaſ- 
 Mard: gh pre ltadie, ard Io be pro «cured with 
<4 th ole, w ty it is to __ our Lives inſteadot 
to-kill the Perſon 
25 gnpawerod thereunto 
Kely more enormous 
of; W&xurz6 Tarn to whom 
inns EA one i "And by how 
tion Of the Law, to avenge them- 
Sp ſelyes 
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[zT 
ſelves and the community pporeonns by ſo math does their crime and 
tilt become inhanced , it when they. cannot their indignation 
inthe perſon and quality of Magiſtrates, they eſpouſe the Work and Cha- 
rafter, and aſſume the weapons of an Aſſaflinate. And who knows, bat 
that as the Attorney General had the boldneſs in print tocall the Accuſation 
ard Commitment of the Earl of Efſex, * a Connitment for High Treaſon, 
hut that others upon that Corwiftion might have the impudence to give or- 
der for his Execution. What more hateful ſeght can there be to Heaven, 
or more enraging (þeacleto Men, than ro find thoſe, who by the places 
they are advanced ants,” and the truſt that is repoſed in them, vaght ro 
watch fer our {afery, cefſpiring ourroine, and what they have not the 
courage themicives to execure, rempting nd hiring others To commir ? 
AS it will be calily allowed, being wndelibly ingraven in -our Natures, 
ta every Murder is to be regiltred amongſt crimes of the deepeſt dyc 
ſo it cannot be denied, but that ene- may be of a more heinous Nature 
than another, and receiveaggravationfrom the Worth-and Q 12ality of him 
that is Afaſhnated? ' Fov-as the value of kindnefſes grows in proportion 
to the fheanneſs of the Petfons on whoth they are beſtowed ; 1o crimes re- 
ceive an increaſe of guilt, from the Dignity and Uſefulneſs of thoſe againſt 
whom they are committed. By how 4nuch higher the ſtation of any one 
is tn the Commonwealth, atid by how much throvgh his Wiſdom, Power, 
Bounty and jofluence,/ he is beneficial to the-Nation; by fo'mech'is the 
deſttuRion of ſuch a Perfon'atrended with the higher '#epravations, and 
ro'be reſented as a moſt endfmonus Crime. Nor are we only to efteem our 
ſetves injured, and threatned mand by the example of fach a Perſons ruine, 
bat we are to account our ſelves wronged, 2nd-ought to demand repa- 
ration, anſwerable ro the benefits'we reaped by him, and which weare 
. rob'd of by the loſs of ſa uſefuland worthy aPerſon. Onur Law in making 
that againſt a Peerfliable ro an Aion of Scandal, which it takes not io 
much as cogniſance of 2s'an offence apaiaſt little and inferiour People ; 
could not be ſo irmprovident in reference tothe Lives of Noblemen, as not 
to ſet a ſtronger 20d higher hedge about them, than thoſe of Mechanicks 
are fenced and defended by. | 
Nor is it only from the quality of a Perſon zgainft whom a-crime ts 
committed that it receives an n ; but there accrues a new addi- 


tion of guilt thereunto, from'the obligations which the Perſon Heftroyed, 
may have laid- upon thoſe who were'inftrumentatl in, and acceſibry to/his 
ruine. To ſee one periſh by the hayds of thoſe, 'whom he may gr 
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[3] 
jured either in their Perſons, Repurations, or Intereſt, is no more than 
what we may ſomerimes find inſtances of among the unroly and degene- 
rate part of Mankind z but to hear that a Perſon is 'affafſinated” by thoſe 
whom he ſerved with the utmoff Zeal and Fidelity,is a viltany which none 
bur prodigies of Ingratitude, and monſters of hamane Nature,can be guil- 
ty of. Burt there is a certain Duke in the World, whom | fhall for 
to name, Gon ane to beſtow his Favours upon ſuch as have been 
his Majeſties greateſt Enemies, as well gs the moſt profligate and baſeft a- 
mong Men ;, and in the mean time recompenſe ſuchnot only with neglect. 
but hatred, whoſe Paretits, as well as themſelves, had fhed their Blood, and 
ventured their Fortunes in the bebalf of the King and the Royal Cauſe. 
How true is that of Tacitze, lib. 4. Annal. Benefi6ia e:fauc leta ſane dam wi 
dentur exolvi poſſe, ubi multum amevencre, pro gratia 0diun redditur. Kind- 
neſles are acceptable while th:y may be repaid z; but when they exceed 
all poſſibility ot recompence,they meet with hatred inſtead of acknowledg- 
ment. There is no other way to de ſecure from the Malice of ſome fort of 
People, than inthe plzce of obliging them, to keep them at defiance : For 
whereas they are altogether uncapable of being won and impreſled by Cour- 
teſies, they are neither to be chained Up,or menaced from doing miſchief. 
Andasall1 have ſuggeſted, makes but too ſuitable an IntroduQion into | 
this following Diſcourſe of the Aſſaſſination of the Earl of Eſſex; ſo it is 
no ſmall refleftion upon the Honour of the Nation,and proclaims the exe- 
crableneſs of the Fa(t,and impudent boldneſs ofthe Attors, that they durſt 
this horrid Villaoy,not only in the Royal Priſon, where the Gc- 
vernment in the account of the Law is reſponſable and pledge for the ſafe. 
ty of the Captive,but in one of his Majeſties Palaces,where the King Him- 
ſelf is to be eiteemed Security for the preſervation and forthcoming of all 
who come under his roof. The honourable Gentleman being the King's 
Priſoner, and deprived of all meags ard advantages of defending himſelf :- 
thefe truſted with the adminiſtration of the Government, and particularly 
tie King, were to be reſponſible for himin-caſe he miſcarried. Nor can his © 
Majeſty's beſt Friends and thoſe who are moſt zealous for bjs Honour,think 
o.nerwiſe of that villanous Faft, than that they who were the Contrivers 
of it, intended at once to rob the King of one of the beſt and ableſt Mini- 
fters he had ever employ'd, and to give a mortal Wound to the Royal Re- 
putation, by perpetrating the bloody-Crime in ſuch a place. And whereas 
the Queen had lain under an imputation of reproach, upon the accaunt of 
Sir Edmundbury Goafrey's being aſſaſſinated in Somer/er-Houſe, they mjgh 
hope to involve the King under the like diſhonour,by cutting the throat oF 
Tais Noble Pecr in the Tower of Loxdor. A 2 Nc: 
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Nor onght any\Man whom the Providence of God hath furniſhed with 


means and a hey pes of detefting ſo horrid a Murder, be judged either 
officious, or aa or diſaffected to the en » If he reycal what he 
hath attained to the knowledge of, and publiſh thoſe Evidences, which as 
they have ſatisfied himſelf, may be ſufficient to convince all the unbyaſs'd 
part of Mankind, of thetruth and reality of this barbarous afſiſlination. 
And as it is impoſſible he ſhould be a good Chriſtian, ſo[/he ought not to be 
elteem'd.a good SubjeCtto bis Majeſty, nor a fincere Friend to his Country, 
who ſhall more value his own eaſe and ſafery , than the delivering the 
Throne from guilt, or ſaving the Nation from that vengeance, which the 
cry of innocent Blood barbaroully.and treacheroully hed, is ready to de- 
rive and bring upon it. And it is no ſmall evidence by whoſe Countenance 
and Authority this Murder was committed;that ſuch diſcouragements have 
been given to the diſcovery of it,and that an honeſt Gentleman hath been 
ſo ſeverely proceeded againſt,in defiance of all Laws,as well as without Pre- 
ſidentz for but offering to repreſent what he had learned in relation to the 
deſtruttion of that honourable Perſon, But as we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more fully of that aftervrards,1 ſhall anly add here,That the barbarity ex- 
preſſed to Mr. Braudon, is ſo far from deterring others to purſue this af- 
fair, that his i11 treatment at the Council Board and King's Bench, was one 
of the Motives of my undertaking this Province.And as by reaſon of the re- 
tirement | have confined my felf unto, and the privacy I have uſed in fol- 
lowing theſe reſearches, 1 labour not under the inconvenience of dreading 
a Fine or Priſon,which dors ſo much frighten others;ſo 1 dare boldly affirm, 
That the terrour of theſe:things (were 1 ro eticounter them) would not ſo 
affe&t meas to make me neglect what I reckon a neceſiary as well as an im- 
portant duty. Patrie dceſſe 5944 vita ſupperat alits turpe,mibi etiam nefas, was 
the ſaying of Camilie in Livy.And tho'I be not ſo vain andambitious,as to 
defire the World ſhould know who | am, yerl judge it abſolutely needful, 
that they ſhould underſtand who 1 am not, leſt others come ivto trouble 
- for that which onght not ro be charged upon them,and aay pode; my 
ſelf can with any Equity or Juſtice be made accountable for. And ſeeing Mr. 
Braddon hath been fingted forth as the objeCt of ſome Mens indignation, for 
the ſervice he was willing to have done his Majeſty,in the deteCtion of this 
Murder; I reckon my ſelf bound to publiſh to all the World, That 1 
know not the Sentlemen, and thattothe beſt of my remembrance, 1 neyer 
ſaw him, much leſs ever have converſed , or had any communication with 
him: 1 will not deny,\utthat he is a perſon whoml do'infinitely eſteem for 
kis Integrity,Zeal,and Courage inthis matter z yet 1 will not be ſo far inju- 
rious. 
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rious to him, as to commencean acquaintance with him, during the tranf 
ation and dependance of this affair , and-while. be is under the power of 
thoſe that will be ready. to declarehim criminal,for the leaſt incourſe with 
a perſon that is likely to become ſo obnoxious to the rage of St. James's and 
W:/tminſter-Hall, as | way come to be for this Service to the Kipg and 
Kingdom. | 
And beſides the common ties, which I lie under equally with the relt of 
Mankind, for endeavouring to detedt ſo horrid and barbarous a Murder, 
there are ſome ſpecial Obligations upon me,by which 1 eſteem my ſelf more 
particularly bound than others are,to do all rhe right and juſticel can to 
the Memory of this mallacred Lord,and to redeem his Name from the 
my with which they have aſperſeÞhim,ot being Felo de ſe. For. 1 had not 
only the honour, to be known to him,which Mr. Braddon. pretends not un- 
to, but beſides the ſevouring me with diverſe Teſtimonies of this reſpect 
he did methe kindneſs to own and befriend me at a junfture,when I was 10 
no ſmall hazard from the Malice of very powerful, as well as conſiderable 
Perſons. And ſeeing that honourable Peer has been ſo-unhappy, as to find 
nothing but Ingratitude,as well 2s Injuſtice, from thoſe of higheſt and ſub- 
limeſt quality, whom he had molt effeCtually ſerv'd,and infinitely obliged;zit 
is not amiſs, that the World ſhould underſtand thereare ſome remains of 
Vertue and Gratitude among the mean and little People;zand that tho? their 
Condition does not enable them to recompenſe Favours conferred ppon 
them by great Perſons, yet they have that ingenuity which others want, 
w12. to ſenſe and knowledge them. | | 
And as 1 reckonit noſmall honour tohave been known to the deceaſed 
Peer, ſo I thereby enjoyed an advantage which others wanted, namely an 
opportunity of learning the principles,and obſerving the temper of that ex- 
cellent perſon: Whom as 1 fonnd to be one inbu'd with the moſt Vertuous 
and Religious,as well as Heroick and Generuus Principles of any Nobleman 
in the Kingdom; ſo Iobſeryed himto be a Gentleman of the greateſt ſe+ 
dateneſs of Mind , leaſt ſubje& ro the undue agitation of unruly Paſſions; 
and moſt under the conduCt of a calm, ſteady, ſtrong,clcar,and well poiſed 
Reaſonof any Man of Quality, I ever had the happineſs of acceſs unto. 
And if either the ſnccours of Nature, Education, or Grace, were ſufficient 
to fortifie and preierve a Perſon from ſuch an EnoFmity and Crime ,- then 
muſt the Earl of E/ex aboyeall Men,be acquitted from the guilt of fo exe- 
crable a faCt,as being contrary tothe Frameand Conſtitution of his Nature, 
as well as toall the intelleCtual and moral habits of his Mind.So viancus a 
ded, was incanliltent with his Temper,as well as repugnant to his, Vertue. 
; "23 
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A$ he was anexcellent Chriſtian, he durſt 1iot allow a thonght that mighe 
give encouragement to ſo heinous a ſin; and-as he was a well-accomplith'd 
Gentleman, he ſcorned to render himſelf guilty ofa thing that was lo mean 
ar d bafe. Nor was the folly of the Alſaſinates lefs, in hopingto obtain Cre- 
Git taa report, that the Earl of Eſſex cut hisown throat, thantheir wick- 
edneſs was, in contriving and perpetrating themſelves, that bloody Mur- 
der upon him. 
Yea,as if it had not been enough4to have firſt cat the throat of this innocent 
tho; unforturate Earl,and then to havefaſtned thejgnilt and infamy of their 
own Fa&t,upon his untainted Vertae and ſpot le{s Soul; they have ſought to 
gain credit to their calumnious accuſation, ard to reconcile unthinking peo- 
ple to their Opinion, by affirming that he uſed tocommend and juſt he Selt- 
murder, in caſethere remained no other way to eſcape a capital Punith- 
ment, and the teing made a ſpcCtzcleto the little and gazing part of Man- 
kind. And topive the better gloſs to this malicious fiftion,they report thar 
he nfed to extol the 2Qtionof his Lady's Grandfather the Duke of Northum- 
terland, who being Priſoner in the Tower for Treaſoo, ſhot himſelf in the 
hezd witha Piſtol. Bur as the Earl of Efex, had heentertained fo ungodly 
and corrupt a ſentiment, was more prudent and diſcreet than to publiln 
and avow an Opinioa ſo contrary to the Rules of Religion, the Principles 
of Honour, and the common ſenſe and: perſwaſion of Mankind ; fo it 1s e- 
nough todetedct the falſhood, as wells the malice, that is in this report, 
that the Authors and Diſperſers of it, either dare notdeclare the perſons to 
whom the.Earl ſhosld have diſcovered and revealed his Mind in this mar- 
ter,or elſe ſuch as they have named for Vonchers of thetruth of this ſtory, 
have not only denied their having at ary time heard him exprels the leaſt 
wo din favour of Self-murder, but do affirm with all the facredneſs ima- 
Einable, that he uſcd ro ſpeak always of it with the utmoſt abhorrency,and 
to brand it as the greateſt and moſt heinous ſta.For whereas they have had 
the Impucence to ffirm that this report either proceeded originally 
from his own Lady, or wzs at leaſt aſlented unto, and atteſted by her , 
ſhe hath upon application to her Ladyſhip for the knowledge of the 
truth or falſnood of this ſtory, not only with all the ſolemnity requiſite 
in a marter of this importance, vindicated my Lord from having ever - 
ſpoken a word that might induce the lawfulneſs of Self-murder , or give 
countenance to a perſon's being Felo de ſe, but ſhe hath further affirmed, 
That he vſed ro ſpeak againſt it with an emotion beyond what was cuſto- 
mary tO him, and that he hath often declared, thar no circumſtances whet- 
toever covid extenuate the guilt, or leſlen the infamy of ſo unnatural 2nd 
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wicked fat. Sothatthis ſtory, which'hath been ſo maliciouſly and indy-/ 
ſtriouſly ſpread, to gain beliet tothe report of my Lords having murdered 
himſelf, may upon this deteQtion of its falſhood,'bervery juſtly improved 
for the eſtabliſhing an aſſurance that he was Aſlaſſmated by 'others. 'For 
it is impoſſible to imagine upon what orher motive it conld be javenced, 
unleſs to palliate thecrime ofthoſe who had deſtroyed him, ; 

But ſhould ir be granted that theate Earl of Efex uſed to ſpeak with all 
caydor and reſpedt of the Duke of Northumberland, whoſlew himſelf in the 
Tower ; it was no more than what might be expetted/from a Gentlemanof 
civility and good breeding, partly out of decorum and complacency to his: 
Lady, whoſe Grandfather the ſaid Duke was, and 'percly onr of reſpett to 
that Noblemans perſonal Merit and Worth, bemg apon many accounts 
a truly great Perſon, | For is F: not enongh to condemn a falt, withoar 
heaping obloquy ard reproaci upon him that hath been guilty of it? Ir 
is ſufficrent torepreſent theevil of a thing iz Theſe, and to demonſtrare the 
Sin, a$ well as Diſhonour in commiring it 3 but it neither agrees with the 
Rules of Refigion, nor the meaſures of converſation among Perſons of Q1a- 
lity ;to be over fevere i» Hyporbeſs,andropronounce this or that Man wicked 
and infamons, thongh npon the ſcore of that which we have doCtridally,and 
in way of 2rgumentation, Cenfured\and'Condemned. Nor was the Earl of 
Eſex's caſe, paraleItothatof the Dake of Norrhumberlard; that the latter 
ſhould make'the former a Preſident. For whereas that Quke was not only- 
accuſed, bur condenmed/for High-Trezſon, when'he committed that Fat 
the Earl thouzh accuſed and committed, not only knewhimletf innocent of 
the Crime wherewith he was charged, but wis well affuredthat there was 
no Evidence upon which they could proceed to Try, and much tefs ro 
Condemn him; For of allthe Witneſſes who had undertaken the dradgery 
of ſwearing Men ont of their Lives, there was only my Lord Howard that 
could pretend to fo much 4 acquaintance with him, . whoſe Teſtimony 
being but that of one Man, and of avery.infamous one too, it could nor 
have found an indictment of Freaſon,' much 1265 be eſteemed a ſufficient 
proof in Law, for the Convittion and Condemnation of the meaneſt SubjeQ. 

And this leads me toanother Topiek, that the Earl of -Efex did not de- 
ſtroy himſelf, but was murdered by-others. For-whereas it is not only 
ſworn, that he cat his own Throat, but * Thar be bad ordered bis Servant two. 
Days before, to provide a penkyife for him, on prerence of cutting his Nails; but 
with an inrewt is Bomeny in{tnuares in tis depoſition) of earn” thet ftw! 
x1: tragical Af; 1 doubt not but tomake itappear that b&was To far: To 


* Braddon's Trial þ. 45. 55: 
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any previous intention of that Nature, that he took all imaginable care in 
reference to his faſety; and being fully ſecore as toany' burt he might da 
himſelf, was 'only apprehenſive and jealous of what might be attempted 
upon him by others, and 'was accordingly folicitous how 9, prevent it, 
And therefore he had the-very day before his Murder, appointed his Ser- 
vants to bring up out of the Country, ſeveral Veſſels of Silver,neceſſary tor, 
Lhe preparing and dreſling of YiCtuals, with an intent to have them brought 
into the Tower, not ſo. much becauſe he would have his diet provided and 
Prepared by his own Cook by reaſon of being curious in what heeat z bur 
becauſe he was jealous of his ſafety, whilſt his Meat was made ready by any 
of the Officers of the Priſon, and was not without ſuſpicion that Vio- 
lent and illegal means would be uſed towards bis deſtruction. Nor 1s it un- 
worthy of our further remark, that he was ſo fat from having abandoned 
himſelfto diſpair, or havingentertained the leaſt thought of being his own 
Executioner, that the very day before the perpetration of the barbarous 
and horrid Fat- upon him, he had ordered a conſiderable quantity of the 
beſt ſort of Wines to be bought, and brought into bis Lodgings for his own 
drinking, reſolving out of a regardto his ſafety rather than his Health, to 
taſte none that was ſold inor about the Tower, And whereas he knew that 
they had no intentions at court of bringing him toa Trial,nor indeed could, 
having but only one Perſon that pretended to be a Witnels againſt him, he 
had accordingly-appointed the providing ſucha quantity. for him, as would 
have ſufficed ſome Months for his own drinking, till he. could have been 
delivered in a due courſe of Law. Nor can unbiaſled and impartial Men, 
make any other inference and deduttion from theſe circumftances, than 
that the Earlof Eſex inſtead of having deſigned any violence upon himſelt, 
was only ſuſpicious of what might be attempted agatiaſt, and perpetrated 

upon him by other hands. | 
But if we will allow our ſelves leave to obſerve, ,what End; the violent 
death of that Earl hath beenimproved unto, and what defigns his Majeſty's 
Juſtices and Miniſters hath ſtudied tg ſerve by it; we ſhall both let our ſelves 
and the World into a fuller view and knowle:ge of this Helliſh Myſtery 
of Darkneſs, and be able to dereCt the Contrivers ot it, and by whoſe en- 
couragementand Authority, that excellent though.unforturate Perſon was 
brought to an untimely and bloody Death. In order whereunto weareto re. 
colle&, how that after diverſe Contrivances and Eſſays of involving Prate- 
{tants in Sbam-Plots, againſt the Perſon of the King and the*eſtabliſhed 
Sonerqment; they were at laſt poſſeſſed of a pretence of a Conſpiracy of 
is Nature, and had furniſhed themſelves with ſome Witneſſes, who un. 
der. 
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dertook the ſmearing the belt and chiefeſt Men_in the Kingdom, into a 
Conjuration for levying War and deſtruCtion of bis Majeſty. But being 
conſcious that their Witneſſes were not of a reputation to win belief to 
what they had prepared in charge againſt the principal Patriots of our 
Religion and Laws, they reſolved to Murder the Earl of Eſex, (being 
one of thoſe they had committed, upon an Accuſation of being guilty of- 
that pretended conſpiracy) and then to give out, that he had deſtroyed: 
himſelf, from the ſhame and horror of being concerned in ſo treaſonable a 
deſign. This they judged to be the moſt effeCtual way to ſupport the cre- 
dit of their Witneſſes, and gain over the Nation togive Faith to the Truth 
and Reality of the Plot. For as his Majeſty's Miniſters knew what infamous 
Perſons moſt of the Wirneſles were, and how far from deſerving that any 
_ thing ſhould be received upon their Teſtimony ; ſo they were very ſen-. . 
ſible that the generality of the Kingdom, were not over inclinable to be- 
lieve a Proteſtant Plot, there ated, "ro ſo many endeavours before, 
of impoſing upon them ig, this way and kind. This was the deſign in or- 
der to which the Murder of this honourable and innocent Perſon was con- 
trived and reſolved , and to this end did the Attorney-Generaland my Lord: 
Chief Fuftice with all the Eloquenceand Artifice, as well as all the Malice 
they are Maſters of, endeavour to make it uſeful and ſubſervient. The 
Lord of Eſlex being committed to the Tower for the Plot, and killing himſelf 
there, was more (lays the Attorney-General) than a thouſand Witneſſes to 
open the "Eyes of the People, and confirm the belief of the Conſpiracy. * There 
was Digitas Dei in it, (ſays my Lord Chief Juſtice Jeffreys) and enough to 
fatisfie all the World of the Truth of the Conſpiracy, that the Ee of Eſlex being 
Conſcious of the great gmilt he had contratted in being concerned in it ;, aid 
rather than abide his Trial, gud for the avoiding the methods of Fuſtice in his 
own particular caſe, deſtroy himſelf. "ſhe improvement of the Murder of, 
that Noble Peer , to the eſtabliſhing the belief of a Plot, gives no ſmall 
ground to ſuſpelt who were the contrivers of his Death, and upon what. 
deſign they did firſt Aſſaſſinate, and then endeayour to caſt and divert 
the infamy and guilt of it upon himſelf. But I hope they will from their 
own ways of Argumentation, allow us the liberty of inferring, that in caſe 
my Lord of Eſſex was not Felo de ſe, that then there was no ſuch Pcote- 
ſtnt-Plot as they have filled the World with the noiſe of, ſeeing the only 
motives upon which they ſappoſe and alledge his having committed that 
unnatural FaCt upon himſelf, were the reproach and horror of that Con- 
ſpiracy. Nay we doubt not, but that all the honeſt and diſintereſted part 
B of 
* Braddon's Trial p. 3. ibid. p19. 63. 
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of Mankind, will npon Conviction of their having deſtroyed that innocent 
Gentleman, become fally- fatisfied, that there hath been no ſach Trea- 
ſonable Combination, a$ his Majeſty's Miniſters have endeavoured to im- 
poſe the belief of , upon the Nation ; but that all is Court and Popiſh Sham, 
and only deviſed and framed for ſubverting our Liberties and Religion, by 
cutting off thoſe that had the integrity and courage to eſpouſe the Pro. 
tection and Defence of them. 

And as the End whereunto the unnatural Death of my Lord Eſex is ap- 
plyed and improved, ſhows by whom it was contrived and effeted ; ſo 
the T1--ing of that Murder, does further Evidence and Demonſtrate, where 
the guilt of ir ought to be charged, and what ſervice it was calculared 
for the promoting off, For as if it had not been enough to Murder Ore 
innocent Perſon, ina way of the moſt barbarous violence imaginable. they 
reſolved to adjuſt it to ſuch a juncture of time, as that it might ferve to 
facilitate and compaſs the ruine of another Noble Perſon, in the way of 
their Legal Forms. And therefore, no ſooner was my Lord Ruſſel entred 
on his Trial for Life, upon an Indictment of being guilty of that preten- 
ded Conſpiracy for which the Earl of Eſſex ſtood committed, but they 
Aſlaſſinated the Ore in the Tower, and immediately diſpatched away the 
pews of his haviog® Murdered himſelf, to the 0/4-Bazly, thereby to amuſe 


and prepoſſeſs the Fury, and byaſs them to Convidt that Other Virtuous, No- 


ble and innocent Perſon. And with what fatisfaQtion in themſelves, as 
well as Malice and Artifice againſt the Priſoner at the Bar, did his Majeſty's 
Council lay hold on the ridings, and apply them towards the begetting 
a belief of the guilt of that admirable Perſon who ſtood then arraigned, 
and whom they were at that very time haranguing and pleading out of 
his Life. AS if it had not been enough to impreſs the. Minds of a Jury ſuffi- 


_ ciently prejudiced, and which to all Mens knowledge was groſsly partial, 


for the Attorney-General to ſay, * That my Lord Rullel was one of the Coun- 
cil, for carrying on the Plot with the Earl of Eſſex, who had rbat Morning 
prevented the Hand of Justice upon himſelf. Sr. George Feffreys comes after 
him, andadds in the winding up the Evidence to the:7-z7y, juſt before they 
went from the Barr, and without all doubt the better to mould and de- 
termine them to find the Arraigned Perſon Guilty, | That there was nothing 
could be ſaid in favor of my Lord Ruſſel's Innocency, as to what he was ac- 
cuſed of, but what might be more ſtrongly alledged in behalf of the Earl of 
Eſlex, who n: cerrbeleſs from a Conſcto;ſneſs of being guilty of that deſperate 
Conſpiracy, had brought him ſelf ro an mntimely end, to avoidthe methods of pub- 
lick, 


6 M y Lord Rii{ſei's Tria', p. 38. Þ Ib. p. 59. 
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lick Tuftice, Yea, fo evident was it to all impartial Perſons,who werethen 
preſent at the Trial, that the Murder of the Earl of Efex,was not perpe- 
rrated by hin ſelf; but by others, and that it was timed and adjuſted to thar 
ſeaſon,in order to the influencing the Jury to give up my Lord Rufſel-with 
"the more eaſe,as a Sacrifice aud Victim to the rage of rhe Covrt ; that a ve- 
ry noble Lord, who wasalways in the Intereſts of Whitehal, and who was 
then very zealous m the proſecution of thoſe #ccuſed for the Plor, being ar 
that time on the Bench, did upon the hearing of my Lord of Efex's death, 
and who were then walking in the Tower when it fatally fellout, and up- 
on obſerving with what diligence,care,and artifice, the news was brought 
'into Court, as my Lord Ryſſel was at the Bar,and how the King's Council 
thereupon ated their 'parts , riſe up in great conſternation from the 
Bench where he far, and pnlling his Har over his eyes, preſs'd out of Court, 
ſaying he plainly ſaw the bottom of the Bulineſs , and all the Myſteries 
wrap'd up in it. And indeed ſach inflr-nce and facceſs had the news of the 
Earl of Eſſex's having murder'd himſelf, from the ſhame and horrour he 
was under, for being concern'd in the Confpiracy whereof my Lord Ruſſe! = 
ſtood then arraign'd, that divers of the Inqueſt have confeſ&'d and acknow- 
ledged, thatthe report of the Earl's death, eſpecially as improved and ma- 
naged by the King s Council, had greater power over their Minds for the 
convicting him, than all the other Evidence which was given, and that they 
doreally believe they: ſhould never have found him guilty without the 
intervention. of that fatal ſtroak,and the crafty application which the 
King's Councilat Law madeof ir. But ſo far was the Earl of Efex from 
entertaining any forgoing thoughts of murdering himſelf,or from calcula- 
ting : he perpetration ofit to thar unhappy ſeaſon, that the very day before 
my Lord Ruſſels Trial, (being alſo the day before his own Throat was cut) 
he gave private direCtions to his Steward, to place himſelf with all thecon- 
veniency in Court which hexould at the faid Trial, the better to take the 
Evidence inſhort hand. inſtructing him withal how he might afterwards 
convey it to him for his peruſal, and to be madeuſe of as he ſhould have oc- 
caſion. And as the Earl of Eſſex was a perſon of that Sedatenefs, Honour, 
and Vertue, that no rational or good Man can believehe would commit fo 

horrid a crime upon himſelf; ſo fuch was the entire friendſhip between 

him and my Lord Ruſſel, that we- muſt renounce common ſenſe and reaſon, 

before wecan admit that the Earl of Eſex would be guilty of ſo heinons an 

injury to his deareſt and beſt Friend, as to calculate and adjuſt the murder- 
ing himſelf ro ſuch a ſeaſon, which he muſt needs know would be too pro- 

bable a means, to derive the deſtruction of a perſon whom he infinitely va- 

lued and loved after it. WY — - 
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Having now ſhewnthe end unto which the murder of this incomparable 
Earl was deſigned and adapted, and the improvement. which-was made of 
it, not only through endeavouring to eſtabliſh thereby the belief of a Pro- 
teſtant plot in general,but to compaſs and facilitate the ruine of that Reli- 
gious and Noble Perſon, my Lord &»ſſelin particular ; we ſhall asa fur- 
ther inducement to perſwade and convince the inquilitive part of Man- 
kind, that ſome about St. James's and Whitebal were the Contrivers and 
Authoriſers of that barbarous aſlaſlination, lay open and unfold the motive 
and pique upon which it is done, and what it was which gave the original 
riſe ys Mens implacable malice againſt that Loyal as well as Vertuous 
Perſon. And as it cannot be denied but this late noble E rl had received Ti- 
tles of Honour,and Places of truſt, Intereſt and advantage from his Majeſty, 
ſo it will be acknowledged that not only his Father but himſelf, had laid 
all the Obligations uponthe Crown, which it was poſſible for Subjects in 
way of ACting or Suffering to do. Nor is it leſs evident,that notwithſtan- 
ding both the Father my Lord Cape's laying down his Life for Charles the 
Firſt, and the Engliſh Monarchy, and his Son Eſex's manifold Sufferings 


\ and Services for Charles the Second, and the Royal Family ; yet this ho- 


nourable Perſon, inſtead of quietly poſſeſſing any longer the juſt Rewards 
of his Own and Father's Merits, or enjoying any more the worted 
ſigns of his Prince's Favour, was not only debarred from, and deprived of 
the Reſpe&and Confidence which his Majeſty had uſed to ſhew him , but 
was become the Objett of the Duke of York's implacable hatred,and bound. 
leſs malice. For tho'the Earl of Eſex was a 'e1 ſon, whom nothing could 
corrupt from his Loyalty tothe King and the eſtabliih'd Government, yet 
he was alſo a ſincere and zealous Patriot of the Laws and Liberties. of the 
Kingdom,and a courageous Defender as well as Owner of the Proteſtant 
Religion. And as he was none of thoſe mercenary, baſe, and timorous 
Lords, who would either connive at, or concur in the IntroduCtion of 
Slavery and Popery ; ſo he was one of the principal of thoſe Heroick and 
generous Peers,who had been active in deteCting the Popiſh Conſpiracy, 
and who had laboured with the greatelt induſtry ro prevent the effefts of 
that helliſn Conjuration of the Yaricar, Lore, and St. Jame.'s, for the 
extirpation of the Reformed Worſhip, and the ſubverſion of the ancien: 
Laws and Privileges of England. And as he was known to underſtznd 
more of the nature and extent of the Popiſh Conſpiracy , and who were 
concerned init , and to what Cegree, than moſt perſcns in the Kingdom 
either were,or ever had opportunities for ; ſo nothing can be more certain, 
than that as hereby he becaine the moſt dangerous Man in tiie whole Na- 

tion 
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' tion to the Papilts,but that he muſt conſequently be the moſt ſpecialobject 
of their Jealouſie,Fear,and Hatred. Foras his publick Station in /reland,as 
well as his having been long a Member of his Majeſty's ' Privy Council in 
England, furniihed him with manifold advantages, which others wanted, 
of knowing the tendency, and penetrating int the bottom of all the De- 
Ggns and Councils which have been carrying on againſt our Religion and 
legal! Government ; fo his ſcorning and abhorring to ſacrifice his'Con- 
{ſcience and Honour,by either.falling in with the Conſpirator's,or by avoi- 
ding; to withſtand and oppole them in their Attempts for the Introduction 
and Eſtabliſhment of Popery and Arbitrarineſs, made them to think of all 
ways and means how to deſtroy him. And beſider theſe forementioned Ad- 
yantages which he had above other Men,of all knowing thedemenſions of 
the Popiſh Plot 3; he received no ſmall acceſſion of lightin that Aﬀair , by 
having beenalwaysa Member of thoſe ſecret Committees, which had the 
Examgnation of Perfons, and InipeCtion of Papers, concerning that devilifh 
Conſpiracy. Nor was the Earl infenſible of the danger he was in , upon 
this account, and accordingly was wont ſometimes to ſay to his intimate 
Friends, That as generally all the Papiſts, .and more particularly ſuch of 
them as make the greateſt figure inthe Kingdom,. dreaded him by reaſon 
of the detection he was able to make of their horrid Machinations ; ſo he 
could not. be without apprehenſion, but that they. would ſeek to deſtroy 
him in order to prevent it- Alas, poor Efex ! thy reſpett to ſome whom 
I forbear to name, made thee wanting to fave the Nation and thy ſelf, by 
revealing that while we had Parliaments, the knowledge whereof would 
have been a means to have prevented our ruine; and as thouart now ill re. 
warded for thy tenderneſs to thoſe ungrateful Men, ſo we are-at once un- 
happily robb'd of the great lnitruments that could have unmasked Per ſons 
and Things, and Gented Parliaments, from whoſe legal Authority, as well 
as united Counſels and Wiſdom, we can only, under God, hope for the 
preſervation of England from becoming the Seat of Popery,and the Theatre 
of Tyranny. Norovght it to ſeem ſtrange that the Maliceof the Papiſts, 
and of thoſe who have conſpired againſt our Rights and Privileges, ſhould 
tranſport them to that meaſure & degree of rage,againſt a perſon who had 
not only faithfuily ſerved his Majzſty and the Crown, but. from whom they 
could expeCt no oppolition,but what was founded in the Authority of our 
Laws,and promoted in a Parliamentary way, and which the King him- 
fejt is bound by his Oath,as well as the Duty and Trutt repoſed in him;to ' 
ſccond and pive countenance unto. For beſides divers Gentlemen of that 
Temper, and Character,whom they have deſtroyed or condemned by ard 
under 
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-- uhder-« form of Law,but indeed cantrary to all theLaws of the Land, and 
againſt the worſt Preſidents,cver-inthe moſt abſolote and deſpotical times; 


there may be ſeveral Gentlemen mentroned whom they have cur off with- 
out the form of any proceſs, meerly becauſe they either thought them- 
ſelves prejudiced and withſtood by them tn their de'-gns , or were afraid 
of them, by reaſon of the diſcovery which they were able to give of their 
Conjuretions againſt the Kingdoms, and of the Villanies they had commir- 
ted in ſubſerviency to the eſtabliſhment of Popery and Tyranny. For not 
to mention either the Condemnation of that moſt honourable Perſon the 
Earl of Argyle, nor the Condemnation andExecution of that gallant Gen- 
tleman Colonel Sidney, nor the late barbarity uſed againſt their ancient 
Servant Sir Thomas Armſtrong, all which were -direCtly repugnant to the 
Laws of the reſpeC&ive Kingdoms , and contrary to all proceedings in 0- 
ther criminal and capital Caſes: Were not my Lord ZLucas,Sir Robert Brooks, 
and Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, without being ſo much as arraigned owaccu- 
ſed, murdered by them, only becauſe they either found them oppoſite to 
their Romiſh and Arbitrary Deſigns , or knew them capable ot revealing 
their helliſh Counſels and Actions againſt the Nation, the Eſtabliſhed Go» 
vernment,and the Reformed Religion ? What Family in England had done 
or ſuffered more for Monarchy, and for his preſent Majeſty as well as his 
Father, than that of my Lord Lxcas? Some whereof had ſacrificed their 
Lives,and all loſt their Eſtates and Forrunes, uponthe alone ſcore and ac- 
count of their Loyalty ; and yet notwithſtanding all this, my late Lord 

Lncas could no ſooner declare his jealouſie concerning the entrenchments 

which were making upon the LawsSof the Land,and with zeal and courage 

avow his Intergity in the Proteſtant Religion, and his reſolution to aſſert 

by all legal ways, theancient Rights and Priyileges of En:/azd, but the 

Conſpirators againſt our Religion and Laws, contrived and reſolve#the 

death of that worthy Patriot,acd found means to poiſon him by ſuborned 

and hired Inſtruments. And for Sir Robert Brooks, though he had not been 

called to that ſervice for the Crown,nor had the misforture to ſuffer in 

that degree for the Monarchy, which the former noble Perſon ha ; yet he 

was never wanting in Loyalty to his Majeſty, but always lerved him with 

fairhfulneſs in his Capacity, and upon all occaſions expreſi.d the utmoſt 

readineſs to maintain and promote the Greatneſs of the King, and Honour 

of the Throne : Nevertheleſs that worthy Gentleman had no ſooner ra- 
velled into the Burning of London, and traced that execrable Deed to St. 
Fames's, which as Chairman of the Commirree,that was appointed to in ſpect . 
and ſearch after the Authors of that dreadtul Conflagration , he had, both 
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occaſion'and was juſtified by his place todo3-but the Romifh Fation who 
had perpetrated that horrid Villainy, took up a reſolation to cot him off, 
partly in revenge of his Zeal and Service tothe City and Kingdom in that 
matter, and partly to diſcourage others from med: ing in a point which ſo 
neerly tonched ſome of the greateſt, as well as to prevent the' publication 
of the reſearches and difcoveries he had inade- - And whereas Sr. Koberr upon 
an enrercainment of Apprehenſions and Jealoufies in himlelf,as well as upon 
the warnings and informations he had received from Friends, of a delign 
againſt his Perſon and Life, did onthe Prorogation of the Parliament, with- 
draw the Kingdom to avoid their fury 5 yet theſe implacable and blood- 
thirſty Men, whonever pardoneither thoſe thar aftually have, or are in 
a capacity to injure them, hiredAſlafinates to dogg and purſue him, whither- 
ſoever he wetttz who at laſtraking him'atan advantage, drowned him-in 
1River, where he was about to waſh and refreſh himſelf. And for Sr. Ed: 
mundhry GoZfrey, all that are not wilfully and perverſly ignorant, are 
ſo wlly inſtruted both of the barbarous Murder committed upon that 
Gentleman, and from what Motives and Indncements, and by whoſe coun- 
tenance and Authority he was Aſſafſinated,thar 1 ſhall nor trouble'my ſelf or 
the Reader by enlarging on that Villainous Fat, which we have hitherto 
wanted the courage to make a Perſon at St. Fames's anſwer for. Uponthe 
whole, it canbe no furprize to thinking and obſerving Perſons, to hear that 
the Earl of Eſſex, was, by the Authority of the Dake'of York, Murdered 
and Aſlaſſjnated ; ſeeing it is no more, than what he andour Arbitrary and 
Popiſh Miniſters, have practiſed upon ſeveral others, whoſe oppolition, 
power, wiſdom and intereſt, they did not ſo dread-and apprehend, as they 
did the Zeal, Courage, Integrity, Prudence and F:gure,as well as Eſteem 
inthe Kingdom, of that truly Great and Hononrable Peer. 

As the Topicks which we have already infiſted upon, adminiſte ſufficient 
ground to believe, that the Earl of Efex did not Murder himſelf, but was 
villainouſly Aſſaffinated by others ;/ ſo it iSrendred more plain andevident 
_ from the Reports which were ſpread abroad, both of his Death and the man- 
ner of it, before that barbarous Faft was committed, or at lea%® before 
the Fame of it could reach the places where it was told and related. It hath 
been always eſteemed a rational ground of- accuſing the Spamiards and - 
Jeſuits, of the Aſſaſſination of Henry the Fourth oof France; * thas the news 
of his Death was not only reported in Spain, Millan and Flanders ſome 
days, if not weeks, before the miſcreant Raviliack, gave him the fatat ſtab, 
but becauſe a Courier paſſing through Luxemburgh both related the News 
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of his. Death, a Week before:he was Murdered, and had the,impudence to 
declare that he was carrying the Tidings of it:ro the Princes of Germany. 
* The Committee of Parliament that had the examination of the burning 
of London, Anno 1666. i1dged it no ſmall Evidence that the City was burgt 
on deſign,and through the treachery of the Papiſts, that the news of it had 
not only been reported in divers parts of England before that fatal con- 
flagration fell out, but written from beyond Sea as the diſcourſe whichthe 
Jeſuits entertained their Favourites and Privado's with. Nay it was both 
one of the firſt means of diſcovering by whoſe contrivance Sr. Edmundbury 
Goafrey had been Murdered, and was alſo urged, andallowed upon My Lord 
Stafford's Trial, as a proof of the Papiſts being guilty ofthat Aſſaſſination, 
that the news of Sr. Edmund's being killed, was related ſixty or ſeventy 
miles off in the Country before it was known at London what was become of 
him. Nor indeed can it be imagined how matters of Fact, ſhould come to be 
told, before they are aCted or committed, but by granting that ſuch things 
were reſolved upon and deſigned, and that-they came to be vented and 
talked off,by reaſon of the blabbing humour either of ſome Perſons accetfa- 
ry to the Contrivance, or entruſted with the knowledge of what had been 
agreed unto, and determined in more ſecret Caba/'s. So that we may ra- 
tionally hope, the ingenious part of Mankind will eſteem themſelves much 
enlightned inreference tothe manner of the Earl of Eſſex's-Death, and ena- 
bled to conclude who were the Contrivers aud Perpetrators of the Vil- 
lainous Aſſaſſination of that renowned Perſon, if we repreſent unto them, 
with all the diſtinCtneſs we can, the Reports which went of it, both in City 
and Country before the Tommiſlion of the abominable FaCt, or ar leaſt be- 
fore the tidings could reach the places where it was ſpoken and difcourſed. 
Nor will it be unfit to begin withthat, which a Women of Quality hath re- 
lated to divers Perſons, and which ſhe is ready to {wear in the preſenge of 
any Magiſtrate when called thereunto; namely that being the day before 
the Earl of Eſfex's Death, beſtowing a vii upon ſome of her acquaintance, 
and there happening, in that converſation, adiſcourſe concerning that un- 
fortunate Gentleman Sr. Edmundbury Godfrey, who becauſe of the intelli- 
gence he had received from Coleman, 32s well as the Depolition made before 
him by Dr. Oats, about the Popiſh Conſpiracy againſt the King and the Go- 
vernment, was barbarouſly Murdered, Ano 1678 a Gentleman then in 


. Company took the freedom and boldneſs to ſay, Thar there would appear on 


the Morrow, another Sr. Edmundbury Godirey. This though the Lady could 


' Not at that time fathom & comprehend, yet being ſurprized withthe expreſ- 
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ſion, the: related it to her Siſter, thatevening'when ſhe came home. And 
upon hearing the next-day that the Barl of  Efex was murder'd, and how it 
was reported that he ſhonld have cat his own throat zthe poor Lady, tho 
ſtrangely alarm't withthe news,conld not but immediately make this re- 
fleftion,that what fhe had look'd upon over night as a parable and myſtery, 
was then decyphered and unridled;and that the Earl mult needs havecome 
to that untimely end,by the treachery & villany of others. To this we ſhail 
{ubjoin what. Mrs. ewx, a Gentlewoman-who alſo lives in London, was 
ready to depoſe upon Oath, relating to a previovs report of this nature, 
at Mr. Braddoz's Trial : For being on Thurſday the 12th. of July ( which 
was the day before my L. of Efex's death) travelling with her Daughter m 
-2 Coach from the City down to Berk:jhire ; ſhe is ready to {wear that her 
Daughter then told her how ſhe'/had heard it reported , That one of the 
Lords committed for the late Plor,had cut his throat inthe Tower, Which 
fully evidenceth, that there was adiſcourſe not only of his death, bur the 
manner of it, antecedently to his fatal and tragical end. Batthe Daughter 
being with Child, and near her time, and therefore not daring to venture 
abroad, much leſs into the Court at Mr. Breddon's Trial; my Lord Chief 
Juſtice would not ſuffer the Mother (tho? ſhe was there and ſworn) to be 
examined, alledging, that becauſe ſhe could not depolſe on her own know - 
ledge, but only on the report of her Daughter , it was no evidence, and 
therefore againſt all judicial forms toadmit it. But as Mr. Walop well re- 
plied, * /t was evidence there was og a talk, previous to my Lord of Eſſex's 
death ; ſo I may add,that by conſequence he did not murder himſelf, but 
was aſlaſſinated by others. Nor was it only in and about the Town that my 
Lord of Eſſex was reported to have cut his throat;at leaſt a day,if not more, 
before he came to his untimely end;but the ſame was diſcourſed of at a con- 
ſicerable diſtance in the Country, and related after the ſame manner, and 
with the ſame circumſtances ; for one Mr.Fielder,a Shopkeeper in Andover, 
a Town removed from London above 5o miles z potltively ſwears, That it 
wastalk'd there the t 1th. and 12thof July, that the Earl of Efex had cut 
his throat inthe Tower, whereas he was not K1lFdtPll the 13.nor could the 
news arrive ſo far in the ordinary way of conveying Intelligence, before the 
14. Andthe ſaid Mr.Fielder further averrs, that this was fo commonly diſ- 
courſed of from Wedneſday night, till Friday neon, that he fully expeCted the 
conhrmation of it by the Paſt letters, which were to arrive that day. | But 
finding no mention in thoſe letrers,of any ſuch thing,tho' they all agreed in 
the relation of the E. of :Efex's commitment to the Tower, he concluded 
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there could be no truth in the-report,þut: withal wondred how ſuch a thing 
came tobe talk'd of. Andtherefore when the cetrain news of my Lord's 
death was brought to Aragver about'Saturday noon,by ſome Clothiers that 
came out of London on Friday at twelve of the clock, he could not but be a- 
mazed at the report which had been current among them two days before : 
But my L.Chiet Juſtice was pleaſed to ridicule all this, when it-was depoſed 
at Mr. Braddon's T rial.* as a contrivanee t9 deceive rhe King's Subjetts,C+ 10 fet 
1 rogethey by the ears ;, ſtiling it Suff yrak'd out of Dunghils, and pick'd up on | ur- 
poſerokindle a fire,and ſer my all into: fiamie, But can his Lordihip think that 
his bluſtering, his impudence, and the huffing the World with feaming 
wrathful ſpeeches, are enough to take off the politive teſtimony of an ho- 
ne{t and credible Perſon , and who had ſpoken of this report long before he 
thought.any improvement would be made of it.Nor 1s it ſufficient to blaſt 
the Reputation of the Man, or detradt from the Truth of what he ſwore, 
thatthe could not particularlyname the perſons that had reported,ir;becauſe 
as he never expected to be called inro queſtion about. it,ſo he. had no occa- 
fion to recollect ic,till he was ſerved with a Subpena to appear at Mr Brad- 
don's Trial, which was above ve Months afrer the time of the ſaid talk 
and diſcourſe. And bcſides,how many things are there , which a publick 
Shop- keeper,as this perſon is,may hear his Cuſtomers ſpeak of, which he 
would benonplus'd to give an account of the Authors of, at a Weeks end ? 
Nay , by how mucha report is common, (as he ſays this wasat Andover) 
by ſomuch are we apt to neglect by whom it hath been particularly related. 
And the more our Underſtandings are ſtruck with the horrour of a matter 
declared to us,the leſs do we advert by whomit is ſpoken,and the more un- 


- prepared are our Memories to treaſureup the names of the reporters. Nor 


was'it at Andover only, that it was reported the Earl of Efex had cut his 
throat,the day bgfore he was killed 3 but the ſame ſtory,and cloathed with 
the ſame circumſtances, was-diſcourſed of before his death in divers other 
places. For I am not only credibly informed,that the Earl of Efex's having 
cut his throat,was reported on Thurſday,being the day before his death, 
at Warmiſter in Wiltſhire, which is diſtant from London about eigty miles ; 
but there is one Thomas Cox,who lives near Bruningham, that did poſitively 
declare,that the ſame was told him in that Town, the 12th, of Jaly, whereas 
my Lord was not killed in the Tower,till the 13.thAnd beſides all this,to e- 
vidence a report of that noble perſon's being murdred,previous to the com- 
miſſion of the faCt; there are too Informations more delivered upon Oath 
at Mr. Zr.2ddon's Trial, one by Jeremiah Burgis,that lives at Marleborough, 


who 
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who ſwears that he heard it at Frome, a place” 90 miles from LZowdon, the 
very day that the Earl of Eſſex died z and another by one Lewes that lives 
at Marleborongh, who depoſeth that beingriding onthe road within three 
or four Miles of Andover, on Friday in the afternoon, the ſame day that the 
Earl of Eſſex was Murdered, he was told by a Perſon whom he fell in with 
on the way, that the ſaid Earl had cur his Throat in the Tower. And not- 
withſtanding all the Aﬀronts and Diſcouragements put upon thoſe two 
witneſſes whilſt they were giving their Teſtimony,and notwithſtanding all 
the ſcorn and contempt wherewith * S. George Jeffreys endeavoured to ex- 
poſe and ridicule what they depoſed ; yet I dare venture their informations 
upon the Faith of all indifferent and ingenious Men, whether they do nor 
abundantly prove, that there was ſuch a Report ſpread abroad antece- 
dently to my Lord of Eſſex's Death,or at leaſt before the tidings of it could 
reach ſo far, as that he had cut his Throat in the Tower. Only I ſhall crave 
liberty to make two or three refleCtions on theſe Depoſitions,and theyſhall 
not only be natural and caſie, and far from being wreſted and extorted ont 
of what was faid, but they ſhall he ſuch as ouſt neceſſarily beger and ſtreng- 
then a belief thatmy Lord of Efex did not Murder himſelf, but was through 
the Contrivance and Malice of others, barbarouſly Aſlaſſinated by the hands 
of Ruffans and execrable Villains. And the firſt is, That it ought to be 
reckoned as.a Wonder, and aſcribed only tothe over-ruling Providence of 
God, that will.not ſuffer acrime ſo hateful to Heaven, and foruinons to Hu- 
mane Socicty, to fall out- without leaving ſome” Jones and footſteps by 
which it may be traced and deteCted,that a Crime fo enormous init ſelf, fo 
provoking and exaſperating to Mankind, and which the Authors of, and 
Actors in, would be loath to bear the igaominy and undergo the puniſh- 
ment that ſo horrid a guilt ſubjeQts them unto, ſhould be communicated to 
ſo many aud ſo. commonly talked of beforethe Fat. Butby how much Re- 
venge is one of the ſweeteſt Paſligns,and moſt grateful to Uepraved Natures, 
by ſomuch hath it a Power and Vertue in it,to cauſe to Men open and unbo- 
ſom themſelves, from the ſatisfaction which it yields, and the delightful 
guſt thar-it affords them. And though the Papiſts wereart that time exceed- 
ingly tranſported with joy,partly through their having ſham'd a Plot upon 
Proteſtants; ,which they .ſpppoſed would extinguiſh the remembrance of 
their own, -and partly trom the hopes they had, of appeaſing the Ghoſts 
of their Tybuen Martyrs, with the blood of EnghſL Hereticks;, yet they 
could not but be uneafie in their Minds, to think that the Earl of Eſſex, 
whom they fo peculiarly hated, and »whole ability to unmask their de- 
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ſigns, as well as intereſt in the Nation and reſentment for being committed; 
they ſo much apprehended and feared,ſhould be able to eſcape their hands, 
through want of Evidence againſt him, which made it needful for the Heads 
of the Romiſh FaCtion, to let their little clamorous and talkative Yotaries 
know, how they had reſolved to uſe and employ Force and Violence for the 
deſtruction of that ſo much dreaded Enemy, whom mercinary Judges and 
ſuborned and picked Juries, would not ſerve to cut of in the way of Legal 
and judicial Forms. Nor 1s it Improbable'but that the Contrivers of this No- 
blemans Death, might have reſolyed the Execution and Commiſſion of the 
Fact ſooner, and ther the reaſon of adjourning it, was to adjuſt it to the ſea- 
ſon of my Lord Refi! Trial, thereby'to make the Murder of the ore, fab- 
ſervient and uſeful co the death of the other; but that thoſe acquainted with 
the firſt Reſojution, had from aforwardneſs of obliging their Friends, too 
haſtily giventhem inte!!:zence of the thing as alreadydone;when it was not 
as yet perpetrated nor coimitted, by reaſon of the latter Reſolution. The 
ſecond obſervation I would make upon the forementioned reports is, that 
though they were vented by ſeveral Perſons, yer they not only agreedinthe: 
matter of the Earl of Fſſex's Death, but they accorded alſo in the way 
and manner of ir, namely, that he had cut his Throat. Which plainly ſhows: 
that it was not vulgar Tattle ventedat random, but that it had its founda- 
tion ina previousand fixed reſolution that he ſhould undergo that unhappy 
fate.Nothing but a ſteady and determinate cauſe, can prodncea ſteady and: 
determinateefftect. Had thereport takenits riſe inthe jealouſicsof his friends, 
or owed its birth to the fearful apprehenſions of the.common People; they 
would have rather dream'd of his being poiſon'd,” as being more ſafe for 
the Aftorsto perpetrate, and requiring the acceſſion of fewer hands, than 
have ever imagined that his Throat ſhould be cut. Ir is impoſſible to con- 
ceive that the Reports of ſo mary ſeveral Perſons, ſhould not only agree: 
ta the matter of his death, but all harmonize and center in the very circum- 
ſtance of the manner of it ; unleſs it had originally proceeded from ſach as 
had contrived and determincd both the Murder it ſelf, and the way wherein 
it ſhould be committed. For when Reports hayetheir foundation only in 
Mens fancies, they will always vary according to the different tempers,. 
Paſſions and Complexions of the Reporters. The third DeduCtion which [ 
would infer from the premiſed Reports, is that they could not be fiſtions 
and forgeries of Lyers and People Romantickly diſpoſed. For how could ſo 
many. Perſons, and at ſuch diſtances from one another, and betwixt whom 
there was never any correſpondence, agree and combine together to impoſe 
upon the World;and to abuſe the Faith of Mankind ? Andas they all ſeem 
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to be Perſpns who abhor tricks, and who.would.not be guilty of ſpreading, 
much leſs of raiſing a falſe Report ſo it is beyond the wit of Man to de- 
clare, How it ſhould come to be the intereſt of Gentlewomen, and C 
Tradeſztn to be the Authors of ſuch a Story,that my Lord of Eſſex had cut 
his Throat, before it was done. And for any to imagine that the Fanaricks 
were the framers of it,is to reprelent them not only Wicked but Fooliſh, 
and to ſuppoſe they would diſ-fſerve themſelves, as well as flander and re- 
proach their nobleſt and beſt Friend. 

And what clearer Evidence, or ;'reater cor.hirmation can there be, of tha 
Earl of Efex's not having been Felo de ſe, but treachei ouſly murdered by 
others, and that. they who were the Authorizers of that horrid Aſſaſſination, 
are Perſons of great power and interelt at Court 3 then thatthere have been 
Letters ſent, and-Propoſals made to ſome Noble Lords near the King, that 
his Mzjeſty will but grant a Pardon to-two or three Men, who ſhall be named 
when that Grace is indulzed, and that then the whole Intrigue and Myſtery 
o' that Helliſh Contrivance ſhall be diſcovered, and the contrivers as well as 
perpetrators- of it particularly detected, with a full account of all the cir- 
cumſtances of its Execution. 'Tistrue | dare not affirm, that thoſe Letters 
have bcen ſhownth his Majeſty, or any interceſſion uſed with him in pur- 
ſtance of that overture and propoſal z, but thisI may juſtly ſay,thar if they 
have negleQed it, they muſt needs either know or ſuſpect, char there are 
Perſons of too great Power as well as Quality, .intereſted and concerned in 
that execrableVillainy.For wecan ſuppoſe no other motive,yponwhich Men 
of Honour would decline a ſervice ſo acceptable to God, and whereby they. 
mizht avert Wrathnot only from the Throne and Kingdom, but from their 
own Perſons and Families, through bringing enormous offenders and exe- 
crable Aſſaſſinates to puniſhment. But alas ! that apprehenſion they are un- 
der, of Gzriving trouble and deſtruftion upon themlelves, inſtead of being 
able to expoſe the MalefaCtorsto Juſtice, frightens them from thediſcharge 
of that duty which they owe both to God and Men. The having heard what 
the Duke of York ſhould ſay. in reference to Mr. Braddon; namely; That he 
was ravellinginto ſuch a buſineſs, but that he was reſolved to ruine him if all the 
Law of England would doxt; makesevery Manaffraid as well as ſenlible what 
he may encounter if hehave the boldneſs to intereſt himſelf in this affair. O 
degenerate off.ſpriog of brave and heroick Anceſtors! Were it not much 
more elegible torun a hazard by nenring our ſelves as Perſons of Honour 
in diſcharge of your duty, than to ſeek for ſafety by involving your Perſons 
and Poſterity, under the guilt of that abominable and villainous Fatt. And 
beſides can they otherwiſe hope, than that through conniving at ſo me 
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* rid a' Morder committed upon another Perſon, and one who was'6f a rank 


and condition equal ro themſelves, they ſhall at laſt undergo the ſame or 
the like fate, whenſoever they have the unhappineſs and misfortune to fall 
under the wrath of a certain Gerrleman at St. Fames's. But over and above 
the two Letters that were ſent to Noble Perſons very near the King to be 
communiczted to his Majeſty, thete was another Letter addreſſed to the 
Counteſs of Efex, and in order to the being conveyed to her Ladyſhip, 
direCted to be left with ..£ Mr. Cadman a Bookſeller in the New Exchange 
inthe Strand; the tenor whereof was, That if her Honour would prevail with 
the King for a Pardon, to one that would diſcover how my Lora cameby bis Death, 
or obtain of his Majeſty a Proclan:t1on, afſuring forgroeneſs to any who lould 
come in and detett by whom and after what manner my Lord was murder'd, that 
upon either of thoſe ſecurities, the way of the Earl of Ellex's Aſſaſſination, ſlould 
be revealed, and laid open with all-3ts circa» ſt+rces, This Letter was in Au- 
guſt laſt brought by a young woman to "Mr. C:4mar's Shop, who finding 
him ſleeping on the inlide of his Counter, roi! him that ſhe had broughr 
him a Letrer directed to my Lady Eſſex concerning my Lords Death, which 
ſhe deſired he would read, being to that end left open agd unſealed. But 
Cadman being drow lic and ftill inclined to ſleep, inſtead of taking notice 
what ſhe ſaid, thruſt her fromthe Counter, as an officions and troubleſome 
Perſon, and commanded her to go about her buſineſs. Yet having after his 
being thronghly awake, both peruſed the Letter, and conſidered the jim- 
portance and conſequence of ir, he judged himſelf in prudence obliged to 
carry it to a Magiſtrate, whichaccordingly he did to one 'Hinron a Taltice 
of Peace in Cotent-Garden, who as | have been credibly informed went 
\Ith it to one of the Secretaries of State. This Letter as is moſt, juſtly 
conceived was written by Bomeny; foraſmuchas he not only ſeemed abour 
that time to be under ſome Remorſe in reference tothe Death of »y Lord, 
bur becauſe ſome of Boneny's hand-writing being ſhewed to Mr. Cadman, 
it appeared to him according to the beſt of his remembrance and judgment, 
to be the ſame hand, or at leaſt very much like to that which the Letter 
was written in. Thus much is plainly evident, that it muſt haye been 
written by one that was willing to be known, ſeeing it was both ſent 
open, and by a Perſon that was able to. Ceclare of whom ſhe had received 
it. For had the writing of this Letter been ouly a contrivancero avert the 
infamy of my Lord's death from himſelf, and deliver thofe Gentlemen ac- 
cuſed for the Plot, from the conſequences unto which the Earls imagined 
murdering himſelf, was improved ag:inſt them; it would never have been 
left unſealed for Mr. Cadmar to read, nor ſent by a Perſon that was ac. 
quainted 
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quainted with the Contents of it,as it plainly appears the Bearer was; but” 
would both have been ſealed,toprevent Cadmar/s looking into it,and-cor- 
veyed by a Porter,or ſome ſuch hand, that would have been leſs liable tobe 
queſtion'd,either about the contents,or the Author of it. Nor do's any thing 
more amaze and aſtoniſh thinking People, than that notwithſtanding the 
many Reports,as well as univerſal Jealoukies,of my Lord of Efex's being 
murdered in the Tower, yet 3H this time his Majeſty hath nor publiſhed one 
word to encourage an 1nquitition into the manuer of his death,or to ſecure 
a Pardon to ſuch as ſhall be able to diſcover whether he was aſlaſlinated, & 
by whom,and after what manner he was brought toan untimely end. - For 
conlidering the Obligations wbich the King and the Royal Family lay un- 
der tothe late Earl of Efjex,as well asto his Father my Lord Capel,and con- 
udering the many aſperiions thrown upon the Court in relation to the 
death of the faid Earl ; it hath been expected that his Majeſty ,as well in ju- 
itice to the Family of the Capel's,as in vindication of his own Honour from 
the infamy of havinga Perſon of my L. Efex's Merit and Figure, alaſlina- ]. 
ted in his Majeſties Priſonand Palace,wouid have iſſuzd out a Proclama- 
tion, aſcertaining forgivenels to any that ſhould be able to prove his being 
murdered by others,& that he did not deſtroy himſelf,as ſome people have 
been induſtrious to give out. And that which increaſeth the ſurprizeand 
wonder, is the con{ideration of the forwardneſs which.the King hath ex- 
prelled in ſome other Caſes,for the detection of Murders of this nature : 
For beſides the tender of a Pardon,there was'the promiſe of 5c04. to any 
who ſhould diſcover the murder of Sir. Edm.Godfrey, and reveal the miſcre- 
ants by whom he was aſlaſſinated. And | would be loth ro think,that his 
Majeſty's proceeding ſo differently in that caſe, from what he hath done in 
this,was rather to be aſcribed to his apprehenſions of a Parliament which 
was then in being, than to his love of Juſtice, or the deſire of delivering the 
Nation from the guilt of innocent Blood. But | am willing to believe, that 
thereaſon why the King doth not encourage the diſcovery of this late mur- 
der of my L.of Effex,ariſcth from the fear he is in ofthe perſons that were 
acceſlary toit : For in cale he would authorize the deteCtion of the Aſſaſſi- 
nates of this noble Earl, he will find himſelf obliged,not only to bring the 
E. of Sunderland} and Wy L. Feverſham, but his Royal and dearly beloved 
Brother, James D. of Tork,to puniſhment. And who knows but that he dreads 
leſt in #lling theſe gmom_ to account for cntting the Earl of Eſſex's 
throat,he too much h#zard & expoſe his own ? Nor is at all ſurprizing, 


that the K.who had not the courage to reſent the poiſoning his own Siſter, 
by her Husband the D. of Orleans, at a juncture when he might have made 
France feel the effects of his Juſtice and Diſpkaſure 3 ſhould not have the 

| bold- 
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[24] 

boldneſs to queſtion his Brother,and other principal perſons of the Popiſh 
FaCtion, for the.aſlaſſination of Efex, eſpecially at a time that he hath dive- 
ſted himſelf of all Power to hurc them;and by ſecming offended, may only 
ſtir up their wrath againſt himſelf: For I remember, that when the late 
Sis Thomas Armſtrong had come polt from Park, to give his Majelty an ac- 
count how Orleans had poiſoned the Princeſs Henrietta, that he only repli- 
ed, Orleans is a Raſcal, but pray thee, Tom, donor ſpeakof what he bath done. 
Yet that his Majeſty may not excuſe himſelf hereafter from cauſing further 
Inquiſition to be made after my Lord of Eſſex's death, by ſaying he never 
heard otherwiſe but that he murder*d himielf ; 1 do therefore tell his. Ma- 
jeſty, and publi.h to all the World, That it he will grant an Indemnity and 
ProtcCtion to three or four perſons, we (hall fully and evidently prove the 
Duke of Tork,the Earl of Sunderland,my Lord Feverſbam, &c. to have been 
the Contrivers and Authorizers of it,and ſhall name the Rufhans in particu- 
lar,who were employ'd to perpetrate the helliſh and execrable Fact, with 
an account of the ſeveral ſums of Mouey which they had for the execution 
of ic. Norought his Majeſty to be dilpleaſed, that I arraign his Brother 
ad principal Miniſters of ſo enormous and bloody a crime ; for as | write 
nothing but what | can fully juſtike,fo | rake the boldneſs further to tell 
both him and them, That it ever there come a Parliament in England, this 
matter (hall be laid tully open,and Juſtice demanded again(: thele impudent 
and enormous Offenders. 

And, 3$ ifit were not enough to evidence the E.of Efex did not murder 


- himſelf, bur was barbaroully allaſſinated by others, that uo encouragement 


hath been given for the diſcovery of the Authors of that villaingus Fa, 
notwitihſtarding all the ramours & reports which have run to and fro,both 
of the manner of his death,& the aCtors in itzit receives both a fu;ther & a 
very convincing accellion of proof trom this, that all means have been us'd 
to deter Men from enquiring into that matter,& to-prevent their deteCti 

what they may know of it. The pallages to this purpoſe would fill a volum 
meerly to relate themzand theretore i ſhall confine my ſelf to two partica- 
lars, which | ſhall endeavour to ceduce & repreſent, with all the brevity as 
well asclearnefs,l.can.Nor can it inthe firſt place,but aſtoniſh the World, 
to find the Judges,with whom the adminiſtration ob&Law & Juſtice-between 
the King and his People,is truſted;l ſay,to find them contrary both tothe 
nature and end of their Office,& the Oaths they have taken of aQing im- 
partially,to brand the medling in the matter of the. of Eſex's death , as 
arefleftion upon his Majeſty , an affront to the Government, and a dz- 
ſignt o involve andembroll the Nation in trouble: For not only the Atror- 
ney-General ſtigmatizeth the report and belief of the Earls being murder'd 


\ by 


(25) * 
by vilanous Hands, ' as * cbe throwing that ill thing « | 
2 the Government which be had committed _ ut * Sec Braddens Tryal. 
faf; but my Lord Chief Juſtice Feffery's is pleaſed 'to 7. 3 20. 60. 
ſhle it @ Libelling of it, and to have been forged in order © © 
ro beger Heart-burnings and Fealouſies in \the Kings Subjects againſt the Go- 
wernment, and to raiſe Sedition. Whereas the Gaveratent would never 
have been charged with this horrid Guilt, tho. ſome at the head of Aﬀairs 
might poſſibly have been accuſed of it, bad not theſe Gownwen involved the 
Government under the infamy and aſperſion of it, and done all they.can ro. 
reach others tolay the barbarous Fa& at that Door, For as it is not the firſt 
tirne that a Priſoner hath been murdered 1n-the Tower, ſo it was never till now 
called aRefleion on the Government, to endeayour to prove that ſuch or 
ſuch a Perſon was deſtroyed by violent and bloody hands,even of whoſe Death 
the Coroners Inqueſt had upon their Inquiſition given anviher Yerdi#?, Nay, 
when the Chief Favourites of our Princes and firſt Miniſters of Scate, have been 
accuſed-as guilty of murdering'a Gentleman impriſoned in the Tower, whom 
the Coroners Fury had on their Inquiſition, declared to have died a-natugal 
Death ; yet it was not thought to be an Impeachment of the Government, or 
a devolving the Guilt of that bloody Crime upon the King. Of this we have 
2 famous inſtance in Sir Thomas Overbury, who being committed Priſoner to 
the Tower in the Reign of King James, and there poy/oned by. the comrivance 
and ,inſtigation of the Earl of Somerſet, &c. (that was then chief - Miniſter 
2 well as principal Favourite). was brought in by the Coroners Inquiſition 
to have died a natural Death. - And yet it was thought no diſbonovur to the 
Government, to have the Death of that Gentleman afterwards enquired in- 
to, and to find it proved contrary to the Coroners /ition,. that inſtead 
of dymg « natural Death, he was baſely and treacbe murdered by vil- 
hnous-Hands, through the acceſſion and contrivance- of him whom he had 
Fathfully ſerved, and with the conſent of thoſe to whoſe care, truſt and. cullo- 
dy, be was committed. Nay, was it hot a great Vindication of the Hogour 
of the Government, and an Eminent Declaration: of the juſtice of the Na- 
tion, to have the Lieutenant of the Tower, ' and four or five acaner Perſons 
executed, and the Earl of Somer/er and his Counteſi:convidied and:condem- 
ned'for that bloody and barbarous Fat, which the-Coroners Inqueſt had ac- 
quitted and abſolved all the World from the Suſpution as well as the Guilt of : 
And what en Injury will the Judges of the Kings Bench; and: his Majelhic 
Council at Law, be found ro have done tke King and the Government by 
their fooliſh as well as wicked Expredlions, it at any time hereafter it come.tg 
be proyed (as certainly u will) that the Earl-of Eſſex did not mprder him- 
Wn » ſelf, 
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(126) ) | 
ſelf, bur was aſſaſſinated by a company of hired Ruffians..' We ſhould be 
loth in that caſero claim the tight of their-way of Argumentation,. and to- 
inferthivbecauſe my Lord.of Eſſex was murdered. in the 
Braddon; Trial, Towtyy" and: at a time:* wheh the King, ws walking there, 
P. 4-66. 3.2 that therefore not only the'Government ought tobe charge. 
Ls ' - ed with it, bat that tbe King bimſelf bad # hand in,. and. 
hat efigned it. Tho? I muſt ſay that according totheir method of Reaſgning,. 
it will be impoſſible in that caſe to avoid-fuch a deduQtion,,_ However its a 
convincing proof,” that-the ignominy-and guile.;of this Noble-man's death, 
ought th beafcribed to bthersthan-bimſHlf, that the, Judges and the Meg-,of- 
the Tong Robe can find noather way:to ſlifile the fbſpicton and ſilence the, 
clamour of the Pedpte, but by interpoſing the Government as a skreen to, 
ſhelter Malefa&ors from Accufation, and abuſing. the Authority of the 
Kingdom, to deter-Men from-the Duty which. they owe. to God and his 
Majeſty,in diſcovering (o execrable a Murder, Nor 45 this the only, way.and 
rmethdd they have raken to frighten and:diſcofrage perſons, from diſcourſing 
of the Eml of Bfſex's being —— others, without any acceſlian or 
contribrrion' of ' his owt'to his death, - but they have laid their commands 
arid injuntions ' upon ſuch us they have power and authority .over, and: 
whom they thought conſcious enther'to the'manner of that Noble Peers farul 
End," or capable "df deteRting any».circumitances which might let in _bgbt 
upon'that affair. Andthcretore knowing that the Sow/diers, who wert upon 
Duty n the Tower that thorhing when the Earl of &{ex was killed, had not 
only' taken notice of. ſeveral” perſons, and made obſervation of divers 
things, from which b6th'rhe Murther of #hat. vertubus Lord might be in- 
ferred and 'conchdedny well as: by whoſe hands it was perpetrated, but that 
divers of them had ralk'd roo _— and laviſhly of irabrogd as well as-amonyg 
cetnſelves ; accordingly'on the Saturdey morning (being that which imme- 
dntely ſucceededrothe diy of the Earls death) did 4 Military Officer after 
They and other Sowuldierr Were called rogether, charge them with the higheſt 
threats and menacey, that'they: ſhould not dare to ſpeak of what they had ſeen 
6r heard the d#y before, udding that whoſoever ſhould be known to divulge. 
whit had paſſed inthe Tower on the Friday in the forenoon ſhould ſeverely, 
ſuffer for'it: © Thisdivers of the Souldiers have confefled and related totheir, 
Friends, who are willing toteſtifie it when occaſion ſerves. And among 
others, ' one Kobert Meak (of whom 1 ſhall afterwards have occaſion to ſay 
fotnewhat more) declared the whole of this paſſage totwo Men that are rea- 
gy to fwear it; whenſoever their Depohitions may be ofadvantage to the pub- 
liek, and can bee made without expoling themſelvas to rum. It, will not-be* 
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to be claimed of the Marquw.of Hallifax, the Ear 
"lick Manage of Aﬀairs, and admitted to fit in his 


that the E. of Eſſex was a 


(8) | 
Councelors, who by the Duty of their Place, are to watch and adviſe for the 
Benefit and Safety of the Subjef, as well as the Preſervation: and-Honour 


of the King, ſhould be eſteemed Innocent, and not be liable to any Punifh- 


ment by Law, tho they be found to connive at the deſtruQtion of his Ma- 


jcſties People, and at the involving his P:rſon and Government: under an 
indelible wx 190 and Infamy. And therefore, tho it cannot be | 
that thoſe of his Majeſties Minifters whoare diretly Criminal by contriving 


end commanding this Murder, ſhould countenance or e in Inqur- 


ry. into, and a DeteCtion of it; yet it may not only be ted, but ou 
! Jof Lord Fob 


conbridge, and ſome others, who have ſtill the priviledge of being in the pub- 
Majeſtic , ; that 
they would not, both to their own.danger and diſhonour, as well as the pre- 
judice of the Ring in his Reputation and Safety, 'continue to conmiye at this 
execrable and barbarous Murder; bur that they would 'themſelyes, 
as becomes the Duty of rh&ir Places, and the, regard rhey ought 10'have for 
their own Honour, to obtain bf his Majeſty whar is here defired; in'orger to 
the deteRtion of the Aﬀafſination of my Lord Eſſex, and the bringing the 
MalefaRtors to undergo that Severity which the Juſtice of the” Law ſubjects 
them unto. | | FM OY: 
But, as if the precedin 


Topick did not adminiffer fifident Evidetice, 
| & 7 others ; bowſaever, his Medory comes 
to be branded for cutting his own Throat. There s a further Proof arifeth m 
confirmation of it from this, Thatthey have not only diſcouraged-and frighr- 
ned ſuch as might be willing to lay open the whole Myſtery of thar deviliſh 
work of Darkneſs, but they have beyond all Law and Prefident perſectited and 
ppreſſed thoſe who were, either found: incline to inquire ints the manner 


of-that Honourable Perſons Death, or to have vented what they bad heard, 
which might give ſuſpition of his _ — to his End, by the treache- 


rous Villany of y Miſcreants : Nor ſhall I here enlarge on the Pro- 
ceedings againſt Old Mr. Edwrds, the Cuftom-Houle Officer, who, behides 
bis being ſhamefully upbraided and flandered by my Lord Chief Faffire ac 
the Tryal of . Braddan, was ufterwardy rurned' our'of his Place, where 


had aid, He ſaw # blo Peces Hibws car of rh; Bf Ele Winder? 
mmmediately before the noiſe of bur -Death, But that which I ſhall more y 
___, inſiſt uponzis theCourſe and Method that hath been ficer- 
*Bradden: Trial p.1 1, ed towards * Mr. Braddon himſelf, which as itis withour 
12,3 3,14,15,16,17. all Prefident, fo it hath been and arbitrary 
inthe higheſt degree. All, who 


d any thing of 
the 


(ww) 
the Law of Englend,: know thatin all Caſe: and Inditments of Mardery 

except opon- Hppeels, the Charge and Accu{ation not only runsinthe King's 
Name, dur he 18 according to, and in the ſenſe of the Law,the proper Plamy- 
tiff. "And there fithis reaſon for- rt, becauſe as others thro* the death of 
the perſon deſtroy'd, -mayhave loft a Relation, Acquaintance, or Friend, 
fo the King always loſeth a SubjeR from whom he was to have Allegiance 
_ Service, whom by vertue of bis Office he was truſted with the care 

tection of, and in the ſenſe and efteem. of the Law made reſpon- 
ed alt br upon this account thatthe Confpirators againſt rhe L:ife,and 
poorer of the i Aﬀuſſnetion of tis lace Peer,and ng 
and benefit which Mr-Bradden would have had im 99% 1 Bu nes | 
of Felony and Murder 2gainſt Bomeny and others, took t of him; and 
propor penn eferred agaiaſthim, Seveimation dk 


eg comemyt.  'And by: this means nor: 
Ely oblire@.the King's ® bring ads Plai and Par- * Saline Trydh, a. 
ty againſt the Murderers , which he muſthave been, > 2 
m caſe way had been gi iven w Mr Braddons getting any. 
of them indifted; 4 commence an Action chat poor Gentle- 
man, wherein they make the King Party and Plain & him, and in 
cefſe& no leſs than Advocate rar. Voucher for the:innocency of thoſe that 
were to have been Indifted for a moſtexecrable and barbarous: Aſſaſſination. 
Which as it was a moſtdeviliſh Artifice, for the oppreſſing an honeſt Gen- 
tleman, who had done nothing but what he was $2317 60 in conſcience 
to God, and Duty to his Majeſty; ſo it was a moſt yillanous and enormous: 
Crime againſt the King, tire” wekin him to be'the-Skreen and Patron -of 
Þo rs wo. tes Proſecurer and Puniſher, and at the 
ſametimeto bethe purſuer and ruiner of a worthy Perſon, whom he was- 
bound to have countenanced, encouraged, and It would fill a- 
NS '. Braddon: bath encoun-- 
u__ and upon no other ſcore, but becauſe he was willing in/ order to de- 
| ce Theom and Kingdowrom he grief imac Blood, to ga- 
ther ap ch Informations us have ſerved” to- convince: the King of 
the Murder conmitred upon the hp EAR Ka man- 
ner under the protection of bis Majeſ and the Law, being notonly « pri- 
EE to the Tower of London, req peta 
tothe Quelity of 4 Captives oughtto be ſuppoſed more. fafe 
SS OE But avir-iz not « ſeaſon to prefenc. 
of this honeſt and ingenious 
and perplex the affair I am upon, to 
inter- 


 mrerweave it with a large Narrative of another Mans Troubles, tho 


(9) 


£ 


E 


ſprung from his being concerned in caquiring end diſcovering, haw and 
xrgny Japupheryinas Jrenoorophadasay or rpe > a) Try) 
an End. 1 ſhall therefore only briefly intimate ſame few thungy, 
may ſerve to enlighten and cenhrm-the Topick and -Head whuch 1 
gifcourling from © And whatſoever proves the4ll treatment. of 
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20 Cuftody,und. carried before the Council,on his hava 

£o wait theSecretary of em Lark Seadoin 
ho Lenig whe > cinhnep(aiowm the-;took author: along wich 

had reported concerning @Rayor, - whichhe ſaw thrown que of the. Earl qf 


Eſfex Window, immediately beforethe-noiſe ant! reposrut.hus Death: . And 


not to mention what other T reatment/he met with there, Wwhich:ſome-4f 


the Honourable pear ant for $70 loi have declared-.to haye 

een very unbecaming Hs + jelties: preſence, and mp Ways agreeahle ito 

the Gravity, 'Wiſdom, : end Honopr of ſuch4n Frakes Wab-FfrRUIred-ko 

give-20001. Bail-to anſweran information for-having ſubornedthe;Bayy a 

thing very unſuitable tothe ſervice he'hed þeen performing fort 

of his Majefty-and the Government, and -wery furprizing-to-all indiflerear 
thatheard ofit. And tho? this poor Gemleman was atthgt 


-rimeand teftored to;his liberty, upon-giving the fore-mentioned 2000.1. Bail 


:ro anfwet the:ſad-informiation; yer his! troubles/did-not;end ang Herminaze 


here, but this 'wasirarher anly acommencement,and begagieg: v{the hon 


which he -was to meer with, for 


"<- val dls 


(329) 
Lord was not Fele te ſt; but this poor Gentleman. fell into new'treublex, « 
and found perſecution and oppreſiiunawaiting him whitherfoever he went. 
For-having recgived intelligence from a-Friend, -that on the very day+on 
which the &erd died, it was reported at Maricborough that my: Lord of Eſſex 
| had cur kisTheoac in the Tower ;;he: judged it very uſeful and fubſervient 
beth to the «cquittibg himſelf fromche-Slander of being the firſt Author of 
the Report. that my-Lord was Murdered by others, -and alſo ro the eviden- - 
cing and clearing up that he really was ſo, to fearch into the truth of that 
Information, which his Friend had given him, and:to learn out the perſons to 
whonh thatNews hay been told, and: know) if potbbley tbe names of thoſe 
ybo bad tolated 5tw.-; Bux /while he Was goingan the ſearch and purſuit -of 
this,, which his. being obliged under the penalty. of 2000 /. to anſwer an 
lafortmation of Subornation, had made an Act of Juſtice to himſelf as well | 
as a Dury to God'and his Country ; -bchold the poor Gentleman was appre- 
hended and comantred to Fahertow Goal in Wiltſhire, by a Warrant the 
molt wiegal for the Forta as well as the| Matter that ever any may was ſent 
to priſon upon. . For what could bemoreextravagant and illegal-than to feize 
and-commut. a Gentleman traveling bly on the Road, without an Oath - 
or Depoſition of any Witneſs againſt him, meerly upon a groundleſs and na- 
ked ſuſpition of being a dangerous and ill affected perſon to the Government, 
and for having two Informations about 'him relating to a Razors being 
thrown out of my Lord EſexsWindow before the news of his Death was di- 

' vulged, .and for carrying two Letters, whereof the contents of one he knew 
not, andthe tontents of the other could admmiſter no juſt offence. Bur 
the form of the Warrant was more extravagant, arbitrary, and illegal than 
the matter, carrying in expreſs words thisorder and command to the Goaler, 
namely, : That be d Lawrence Braddon ſafely keep, till be ſhould re- 

| caive further Order from the King and Privy Council, Which Warrant,had 

| the Goaler been as mad and fooliſh to obey, as the. officious and :doting 
Juſtice wasto write, the poor Gentleman for any foundation of relief that 
was left him in the Mzittimas; might have lain 1n Priſon all the days of his 
life, -unleſs the King and Council ſhould have ordered his Releaſe and 
Diſcharge. . But Mr. Braddon knowing both his own integrity asto the buſi— 
nels he was going upon, and his innocency asto any crime the malice of his 
Enemies could charge him with, ſued out a Habeas Corpus to be brought 
to London before ſome of the Judges in order to be Bailed. But alas ! being 
arrived there, none of the Judges of either Bench, nor Baronsof the Exche- 
quer were'in Town, fo that he wasneceſlitated ra deſire the Goaler to- carry 

him'befare my-Lord Keeper, which the Goaler having accordingly done, hs 

; Lird- 


. 


(32) 
Lordſbip inſtead of admirting the priſoner immediately into "his prefence, 
and -1.oun him the benefit of the Statute, was pleaſed to adjourn the fee- 


mg himcill the next day, with a command that he ſhould be then brought 


to the Council Chamber at Wditebell. Whither being, in obedience to the 
ſaid Order carried, he was after an hours waiting called in before my Lord, 
and found tagerher with him,my Lord Privy Seal, my Lord Duke of Or- 
9nd, and Mr. Secretary Fenkins. It would be both to enlarge theſe Pa 
beyond the bounds allowed to them, and to depart too far from the 

tial part of the a nr irs to relate the whole entertainment, which 
I have been told Mr. Braddon did there meet with. Only it'may not be 
amiſs toremind my Lord Keeper of a Verſe that he quoted out of Fwvensl, 
and to ſub-joyn the Tranſlation of it into Engliſh, as a certain Author hath 
rendred it. Fer having upbraided the poor Gentleman as one that had a 
defign to raiſe and advance himſelf by finiſtrous courſes (which God knows 
the endeavouring to deredt the Earl of Eſſex Murder, was not, as the preſent 
poſture of Aﬀairs ſtands, a very likely method unto) he quoted that of the 
Poer, to give an edg to'his Irony and Sarcaſm, [64 | 


Ande aliquid brevibus Gyarn, & carcgre dignum, 
Si ws eſſe aliquis Ls 
Dare once but be a Rogue upon Record, 
And you may quickly bope to-be a Lord. 


Bur his bitter and contemptuous Language, with all his other ungentiel 
as well asillegal Treatmenr, might have ezfily been diſpenſed with, had 
out his Lordſhip refuſed him the benefit of the Statute, ' of being admitted 
to be Bailed, unleſs he would procure Sureties, who together - with .himſelt 
might ſtand bound in 12000 {. for appearance. Athing ſo exorbitant,con- 
{idering the quality of the Priſoner, as well as unjuſt, conſ&dering- the na- 
ture of: that which they tiled his Offence, that he had both ated unwiſely, 
thould he have engaged himſelf and Friends' in Bonds fo much above 
what he was able tadiſcharge, and injurioufly to others, ſhould he-have con- 
eclcendcd to o illegal a demand, and which mighr afterwards be 4mproved 
mto a Preſident, Whereupon finding, after divers Applications, that his 
Lordſhip was not to be wrought to a mitigation of the 120004, and that 
he woul:} not be: prevailedon to take the 60007. Bail, which was offered; 
the Gentleman ratherithan be remitted agam to Priſon 1n the Countrey, 
was torced to comply to ſtand committed to the Meſſenger Mr. Atterbuyy's, 
where he continued tor five weers at the charges and rate of 47:4 5. Yd. 
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pwr Week, During which time he'applied himſelf by way of Petition to his 
Majeſty im Council, bat alas, without thar facceſs which he hop'd for, which 
moſt men are apt toaſcribero the Kimg's being prepoſiefſed by my Lord Keep- 
er <6ncerning his caſe, ſo char deſpairing borh' of all Tufice from my Lord 
Keeper, and of all Favour from the Council Board, and groaning as well un-' 
der a cloſe Confinement; as the exceſſive Charges he was at in the' Meſſerigers 
Houſe; he judged ir rhe beft merhod he could rake, 'to endeavour the get-_ 
ting himſelf turned over to the Kings Bench Priſfoo in Southwerk,reckoning. 
that he ſhould nor only live there at a more moderate Expence (which the 
narrownelſs of his Fortune obliged him to conſult) than was extorted from 
him at Mr. {tterbarier,- but likewiſe expetting, that upon giving ſecurity | 
for his rtue Tmprifoument, he ſhould have the liberty of the . Reles, and 
thereby enjoy = more open and free Air, than he did in the place where he 
was before; Burt asiv was with ſome earryry bare after carneſt application 
as well totny Lord Keeper, as to my Lord Chief Fuſtice, and the Attorney 
Genera, that this fall kindneſs was obrained ; fo after his removal to the 
Kong's Benth, by Vertue of a Habeas Corpus from my Lord Chief Fuſtice,and 
afet this, having given 10000 0. Security for his faithfal and true Imapriſon- . 
ment,yet he was by an Order from my Lord Chief Fuſtice tothe Marſhal of 
the fard Priſon for his cloſe Confinement, denied the freedom of the Rules 
which he had not only promiſed himſelf, as a thing that was in courſe al- 
lowed, but what the Keeper of che Priſon had conſented unto, and withour 
the granting whereof, he could not according to Law demand Bail and. Se- 


curity forhis true Impriſonmenr, Yea, fo Arbitrary and weret 
in all their Atings againſt this poor Gentleman Mr. Braddon, Re 


ſtanding his Impriſoameve, yet they refuſed to diſcharge him from the | 
20001. Bail, which he had given at his firſt A ance before the Coun- 
cit to anfwer an Information of pretended Subornation ; and alſo notwith- 
ſtanding his cloſe Confinement, they with-held from him,and paſitively de- 
nied to give up'the 10000 [. Bonds, which be and his Swreties had entred in- 
ro” for hi _ a true Priſoner, nor would they ſo much as reſtore bim the 
Fees he had paid upon the fealing of them. And ut being now the long Vaca- 
ri0n,and there remaining no-way of belping and relieving bimſelftill the Term, 
he was forced both to continue a cloſe Pribaer under. no leſs expence than 
2 1. $terl. per Week, and'to lie under the weight and terror of the 12000 1. 
Bil, which they bad wreſfed from him. But tho? he was denicd the ſuccour 
arid benefit of rhe Law, and found neither Juſtice nor Mercy in Men ; yer 
he could not be rob'd of the Comforts of a good Canſcience, nor deprived 
of the refreſhmentsand ſupports which the knowledge of his own Integrity 
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and innocency adminiſtred unto him, And I have been fully informed by- 
credible hands, that neither the troubles and ew FRG he lay then 


under, nor the further perſecutions and ſufterings he was in proſpeQR of, 
were ableto give himany diſcompoſure, or create him any vexatious grief 
in himſelf, nor yer to tranſport him to a behaviour in word or deed that 
could furniſh his Enemies with an advantage againſt,. or yield them matter 
of inſulting over him. In this ſtate and condition he continued till Michaek 
mas Term, which being come,and the Weſtminſter Courts begun to ſir, he 
cauſed move the Court of King's Bench the very firſt day for a Rule to the | 
Marſhal to bring him up the next Morning, in order to diſcharge the Bail 
he had given by appointment of the Counci! Board about the anlpering an 
Information of pretended Subornation. Which Rule being granted by the 
Court, and obeyed by the Marſhal, his Ap ce was recorded, and his 
Bail diſcharged. Now having ſucceeded in this which my Lord Keeper had 
refuſed in the time of the Vacation to grant him, the next ſtept he took was 
for the obtaining hisown Liberty; in order to which, he did on the Fitch day 
of the Term move the Court for a Habeas Corpus to be brought. up and 
Bailed. Which being alſo immediately granted, he was after:a few days, 
and a little delay,which I ſhall not complain of the occaſion of, brought up 
tro the Court of the Kings Bench, and there diſeharged from his Impriſon- 
ment upon the giving 3000 1. Bail, whereof himſclt ſtood bound in a Bond 
ofa 10001, and his four Swreties in 5o0l,a Man. From all which we may 
not only colle& the hardſhips and opprefſions which this honelt and wor- 
thy Gentleman met with, meerly for enquiring into the Truth of ſome 
Reports, which if admitted, do clearly prove that the Earl of Eſſex was Aſ- 
ſaſlinares by others,and did not Murder Fimſelf,bur we may alſo obſerve and 
infer after what an arbitrary and illegal Manner, His Majeſties Subjets are 
treated by ſome of his judicial Officers, as well as Prime Miniſters, for ar- 
tempting to diſcover a moſt execrable and barbarous Murder, wherem the 
Dicke of York and the chief Heads of the Popiſh FaCtion would have been 
found deeply concerned and involved. Nor did Mr. Braddons troubles up- 
on this account ifſue here, all theſe thing being only preſudiums ro what he 
was further to <ncounter from the rage and malice of St. Fames's,and there- 
fore the next Scene that opened, was the bringing. him to a Tryal for 
endeavouring inthe Earl of Efex*s Death, to caſt Aſperſions upon the Go- 
vernment, and Defame the King. Arid all I would delire a unpre- 
judiced and impartial Perſon is only to read the ſaid Tryal, being fully con- 
fident rbat he will thereupon nor only acquit the Gentleman from the 
guilt of any ſuch thing, bur that he will find himſelf obliged 1n conſcience 
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to acknowledge that there was barbarous Villany uſed in bringing my Lord 
of Kfex to that fatal and untimely End. ' And the firſt thing remarkable as 
an Introduction to-that Tryal, is, that my Lord Chief Fuftice was not on- 
ly that morning for ſome time at HDirehall beforehe went to Weſtminſter, 
but was attended upon by Lord Feverſham (whom we have reaſon to ac- 
cuſe of being one of the Contrivers and Authorizers of the Earl of Eſfex 
Murder) at the; lighting out of his Cogch in Weſtminſfer, and diſcourſed 
with both as he was conducted thro? the Hall, and in a corner near unto the 
Court, before his Lordſhip aſcended to the Bench. Which bath given 
many men ground to ſuſpeR,” that his buſineſs at the firſt place was to 
receive ſuch Inſtructions as he was to follow and attend unto in the work 
of the day, ang that the reaſon of the others accoſting and diſcourſing him 
where he did, was to {mprefs him with a freſh ſenſe of the buſtgeſs that was 
to be before him, and to repreſent the dreadful conſequences which ' would 
enſue tothe Dake of York and his Majeſties Miniſters, in caſe Mr. Braddon 
ſhould come to be acquitted. And whoſoever did either obſerve the beha- 
viour of the Bench at that time, or hath fince read the Tryal (where tho? 
what wasſaid on all ſides may be related, yet the Geſture, Countenance, 
Paſſion, Heat and Air with which many things were ſpoken, cannot be 
repreſented) mult be forced to acknowledpge,that my Lord Chiet Juſtice and 
his Brethren, wererather ſworn parties againſt the Defendent, than equal 
Judges in a cauſe betwixt the King and him. I ſhould be obliged to tran- 
ſcribe moſt of the Tryal, did I undertake to give anaccount of the ungeg- 
tiel, fJanderous, and malicious Language vented againſt himſelf; or the 
interrupting, menacing, and hectoring of his Councel, or the impoſing upon, 
preſcribing unto,as well as biaſling the Jury againſt him; and therefore inſtead 
of that,l entreat and defirethe World to do both themſelves and Mr. Braddon 
that rightas to peruſe the Tryal,and if in their Hearts they ſubſcribe not to 
wharl ſay, I am contented to undergo the charafter both of a perſon that 
underſtands nothing of the Rules and Meaſures which ought ro'be obſerved 
in Courrs of Judicature, and of one who is not ſufficiently regardful of his 
Credit and Fame in the things which he delivers. And if 1 be not wonder- 
fully miſtaken, there is nothing more needful, but an impartial reading and 
weighing of that Tryal, for the Vindication of Mr, Braddons enquiring in- 
ro the Reports which ſceem'd to imply that the Exrl of Eſſex had not killed 
himſelf, nor to juſtific his innocency as to the crime where- 
of he was accuſed, namely * Of maliciouſly conſpiring * Braddons Tryal, 
and endeavouring to defame the Government, and as Juſtice 27. 2. 79+ 


Withins was pleaſed to expreſs it, Of charging the King 
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with taking away an innocent Man: Blood,and of Murdering an Innocent May, 
and as it waslaid inthe Iadi&tment, Of bx procuring and ſuborning falſe Wit- 
meſſes to prove that the Earl of Eſſex as not a Felow of bimfelf,bus was killed 
and, murdered by unknown perſons. For admit that all which was Sworn 
concerning a bloody Razors being thrown out of my Lord Efſex's Window 
immediately before the news of his Death, and that all which was Depoſed 
concerning a Report in City and Countrey about bs having eut hs Throgt 
before it was done, were falſe, and only invented by theInformers ; yet as ic 
1s evident by the Oaths and Depoſitions of the Witneſſes, that Mr. Bradden 
was not the Forger of theſe things, ſo it is demonſtrable that they were 
in theirnature of that weight and unporrance,upon which a wiſe as well as an 
honeſt Man, might faſpert that my Lord had not murdered himſelf, bur 
was deſtroyed by others. Nor could the Gentleman bave ever been found 
guilry, but by means of Mercenary Judges, and an over-aw'd as well as a 
pick'd and prejudiced Jury , who will boggle at nothing, tho? neyer fo 
unjuſt,that may but gratihe the great Manat St. Famess,and oblige his Ma- 
Þ ca Miniſters of State. And thereaſon, as I have ſaid before, upon which 
Mr. Braddon came to be Convicted and found Guilty, was plainly to skreen 
the Duke of ork and ſome other perſons from coming ta be invalyed in the 
| guilt of that Noble Mans Death, and to keepup the belief 
* Bradden's Tryal of a Proteſtant Plot, * which (as Juſtice Within: phraſerh 
f- 2. 70, it) was likely otherwiſe to loſe its credit, andto be efteem- 
| ed a ſham Plc for the taking away innocent Proteſtants 
Lives, Nor wasthe whole Tryal againſt this worthy and vertuous per- 
ſon, more extravagant, arbitrary, and illegal, than the Sentence againſt him, 
upon the Juries finding him Convi®t of the Indi@ment, was unjuſt and ſe- 
vere, 'For beſides the condemning himin a Fine of 2000 ]. which is more 
than his whole viſible Eſtate amounts unto, and expreſly contrary to the Law 
of the Land, which requires that no Man ſhall be Fined but with a Salvo cor.- 
renemento, 1. e. thelcaving him as muchas may ſupport him in ſome degree 
anſwerable to bis quality, they have over and atoye ordered his finding 
Sureties for good Behaviour during life, which as I queſtion whether it be 
lawful by the ancient and Common Law (tho' it hath ſometimes practi- 
ced) any more than it us to condemn a perſon to perpetual Impriſonment, 
ſol am ſure there 18 no Preſident to be found for the like, in a matter that was 
not of a more criminal and heinous Narure.But all ſerves to prove, that who- 
ſoever hath the courage or honeſty to ravel into the Earl of Eſſex Death are 
to'be perſecuted, oppreſs'd and ruined, and by conſequence ſerves to de- 
monſtrate, that there 1s a villanous myſtery in the manner of bþ's com- 
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Cipabl# at any to dete@ ir,” or "at Weak of Netting thoſe 'who Phould have 
the honeſty, courage and zeal to enquire after my Lords Death, fo far in- 
to it, as to be able rounravel that whole Villany, and to trace it not only to 
the Inſtruments, but to the Original Authors and Contrivers. [This poor Fel- 
law both abhorring in himſelf what he had ſeen, and conceiving the. greateſt 
deteſtation imaginable, againſt all the Villains who had been actefſory to it, 
was neither able to conceal his knowledge of what he had ſeen, nor his re- 
fentments of ſo horrid a Fat, bur at the ſame time had not the prudence 
to diſtinguiſh berwixt Perſons, who without damage to the Author, 
might be entruſted with ſo important a Secret; and thoſe who at firſt would 
ſeem forward enough to hear ir, but would, withal make their advantage 
by revealing jt to ſuch as would reward themand deſtroy him, Whenceit un- 
happily came to'paſs, that, this poor fooliſh man, not only related it to ſuch 
ds were honeſt and faithful to him, and who will be ready in due time to 
teſtifie the whole of what he acquainted them with, but to others who con- 
veyed it to Sr, *Fames's as a piece of important Intelligence, and of wonderful 
conſequence to his Royal Highneſs. And tho it be not yet ſeaſonable to 
recount the ſeveral Particulars relating to that -barbarous Murder which he 
declared upori his own knowledge'as well as the confirmation of others yer 
I may take the liberty ro digeſt and branch them into their ſeveral Heads, 
and to let theWorld know that ſome of them were ſuch as preceded his death ; 
others accompanied it, and one or two came after it, Wherefore that he 
might tell no more Stories, nor riſe up as a Witneſs againſt the Aſlaſſinates, 
this poor. unfortunate Fellow 'was ſecretly murdered and thrown into the 
Tower- Ditch. And there are ſeveral Particulars relating to his Death, which 
are not unworthy to be known to the World, but it were to advantage the 
Conſpirators, and to prejudice our ſelves to mention them at preſent. On- 
ly this is remarkable, . that as this Robert Meak was for ſome time before his 
Death, very apprehenſive of rhe danger he went in of being privately de- 
ſtroyed for what he had declared concerning the E. of Eſex*s being murder'd, 
ſo he had a greater dread of it the morning before he was killed, than he had 
been poſſeſſed with at any other time. And therefore from that alarm 
which his mind ſuggeſted ro him of his impendent danger, he begged of 
an Acquaintance and Friend that morning before he died, that he would have 
accompanied,and kept with him for that day. But ſuch was the Fellows 
Fate, that tho he told that Perſon the apprehenſions he was in of being mur- 
dered, and he from a fenſe and belief of it, had left his work with a reſolu- 
tion to attend him; yet whether from a jealouſie he might have of his own 
Safety, or upon what other motive I ſhall not erquire, he ſtole away from 


and 


('39) fo 
and forſook him before-twelve of the Clock. Bavthv? the :rators and - 
Afaſſinates had thus-by a ſecond. Murder delivereditheraſelves:from- rhe ap< 
prehenſions they werein of being dereted: fot the firſt 3 yerrthere aroſe ano« 
ther Perſon, who as he had better opportunity of. knowing the whole Myſte- 
ry of my Lord of Efſex's Death than Mak the Sentinel had ; ſo from remorſe 
of Conſcience for what. he had been acceflory:unto; and from an abb 
of that bloody Fa& which he ſq-well knew the! Authors and Perpetrators of; 
he begun to diſcourſe and communicateit with ſhameand loathing toqthers. 
The Perſon whom 1 mean was Mr. Hawley, a Warder of the Tower, who 
lived in-Wincheſter-ſtreer, being a Perſon bath for Reputation and Eſtate, far 
above that Hawley, in whoſe Houſe the Earl CAN 69 was Priſoner when his 
Throat was cut, and therefore ane without whoſe knb wled and con» 
tribution, iscannort be ſuppoſed to have been.doneAnd- by; :he was 
not only more capable than others rodete&t the whole 'villany-of rhat' Noble: , 
Mans Death, and lay open the enormous Crime in allche-Parts and Branches 
of it, but was of betrer Credit than the Sentinel, and more likely to obtain Be- 
lief from the World in what he ſhould declare,: by ſo much was he: to be e- 
ſteemed for a moſt dangerous Perſonto-the Canfpirators, anda be treated as: 
one from whom they might dread the malt fatal Miſchief rothemſelves as well 
as their cauſe, Hence the [Intelligence was no- ſooner canveyed torhe Duke of 
York and thereſt ofthe Funo,that Hawley had been talking ſuch things con- 
cerning the Earl of Eſſex's Death, which it concerned them no lefs than bothy 
their Lives and Honors to have concealed; but they refolv'd ra deſtroy him;and: 
thereby prevent his prating for the future, 'and being able to-tell any Tales: 
And being informed that he was inquiring where he might purchaſe an E- 
ſtate, they employ one to: tempt him out of Town, under pretence of his 
ſeeing a parcel of Land that was tobe fold. For they thought that ſhould 
they cauſe murder himin or about the City, it: would fall all men with jea- 
louſies of their being guilty of his Death, eſpecially conſidering the Re- 
ports which went of them, and the Suſpitions that-they hay under of having 
cauſed Meak to. be killed. And therefore 10 order tothe getting him deſtroyed 
with the more Secrecy, and the- adminilſtring the leſs apprehenſion : aboud 
the Authors of his Death,: they -prevailed on bim by the Bairand Tempta- 
non which I have mentioned to take a Journey into +the Country. Whence 
baving reſolved that he ſhould never return, they employ'd ſome to dogg, 
and others to way-lay and murder bim. ' And with: that Secrecy vas well 
as Obedience, were rheis Orders and Decrees executed, that! it. was a conſ-: 
\ derable while after his Death before he could be heard of, or. his Body 
d. But when after long ſearchand enquiry after him, his Corps were at - 
laſt found, there were all the Marks and Symptoms of a moſt barbarous AC- 
fafina- 
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Gflinarion. perpetrated upon bir, which malicious Wit eauld 4rivent,;.of tn- 
raged | a6 or commit. For belides tivers: contulbons 
m the. :-Paceund Brealt, from the Blows he had received, it appeared 
plainly, bathe had been alſo ſtrangled... And as he had never adminiſtred 
cauſe ea any other Perſons, {2ve the Conipirators fy, [dficuments of the 
Earbofi&ſta's Death, upon whyob ve can with the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon, | 
fancy ha beqgtnurderad/upen 4! perſohal and! private' Revenge ;_ fb. there 
are Prooksrreatty'.to be.produbed, !wvhenfocver: cither a Parkamem, cones, 
or a-fair T'rikl cah be obtained before upright and impartial Judges, not only" 
by whom he was deſtroyetl, :but by whoſe' Command and Authority. Nor 
was his Wife unſetfable and'without apprehenſion, even before the Body.was 
difcoveredg/ both: thiw he might -be; murdered, and: upon what: motives 
and infdicemems it-was done, forhat fhe told ſome Friends'how ihe dreaded 
the\cofiſequerices and. effe&i of his having fo often difcourſed about the Earl 
of Eſtx's Death. Yea, 'there 1s one Gfover who 1s a Servatit to his Majeſty, 
beitig ar preſent aHarder in the Tower, who being in conference with ſome 
People about the Earl of Efex and Mr. Braddoyy, was pleaſed with more 
thah-an ordrhary;emotion-ro lay, Hawwey alſo hath _— but be was 
fam to walk for| ir: .. But the fame Perſon bring aked, afeer it was 
known that'he had been murdered, what he thought of Mr. Hawley's walk- 
mg, appeared exceedingly diſturb'd, and ſaid, He knew nothing of it, nor 
would he' have the patience to hear any thmg ſpokeri about that matter. So. 
that we have here another Evidence, that the Earl of Effex did nat, as be 
bath /beew defamed and flander'd, cut his own Throat ; but that this Per- 
fon of incomparable dlerit and Virtue, was maſlacred by wicked and ſubor- 
ned Ruthans : Seeing to prevent the dafcovery of that heinous and execra- 
ble Fact, two other met! who had advantages of knowing both the. Actors 
in, and manner of his Dearh,, and had ralk'd ſomewhat freely abour ic, 
and ſeem'd inclinable to reveal ir, were barbarouſly killed. h 
 Andas the 'deftroying as well as oppreffing thoſe from whom the World: 
might receive hghtu the murder of that Noble Peer, plainly ſhews 
by whoſe Coutcils and by what Means he came to his fatal End; fo the 
countenancing, protecting, and preferring thoſe who are juſtly ſuſpefted 
to have been deeply inſtrumental in ir, and who long &re this would have 
been publickly indifted forit, (hadirt not been partly tor the diſcoura t 
given by rhe Coun, his Majeſties Miniſters of State and Officers of Juſtice, 
and partly not to Expoſe men to thur hazard which they muſt neceſſarily run 
by engaging in this Aﬀair,) affords us a new proof of my Lords Innocency 
from being Felo deſe;, and that the infamy and guilt of his Death ought to 
| \ - be 
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be deyolved'upon others. ' Thereare caſes wherein ſuſpicion of guilt may fo 
wait on ſome Men, that others tho*'never ſo well perſwaded of 'rheir Inno- 
cency, cannot without forfeiture of Diſcretion, and becoming Sharers in the 
Reproach and Diſhoanour which attends them, give them either the leaſt 
Countenance, or yield them any Teſtimonies of Favour and Kindneſs, till 
they have vindicated and acquitted themſelves from that whereof they 'are 
SuſpeRed, and which common Fame accuſeth them of. And as all perſons 
pretending to Wiſdom, or who are regardful of their Repuration, 'will ac- 
count themſelves obliged to a& under the ConduR-and Guidance of this 
; Rule and Principle; fo of all Men, -thoſe in Authority are 'moſt concerned 
not to. take upon them the ſheltering of thoſe that are aſperſed with infamous * 
Crimes, + Nor bo oonce and advance" fuch whom the- cry of 'a' 
Kingdomicſargerh with a barbarous, enormous, and execrable Fat. Bur 
ro that impudente in Villany as well as contemptof Honour and Credit are 
the Duke of York-and the Gentlemen ofthe Popiſh Juno and Cabal arrived; 
that they not only cauſe ſecretly Murder ſuch as wouid-difcover a great and 
hainous Offence againſt God and Mankind,-but they dare openly' ahd 1n the | 
face of the Sun, both proteR and prefer the Chief Miſefeant” and 'Ruffan” 
whom all ſober and impartial perſons have in ſuſpicion for-ir. «It muſt nes! 
ce{farily be acknowledged;that in caſe my Lord wis Afaflinated-'by violent” 
and bloody hands, his Valet de Chambre Bomeny the only Servant- who at- 
rended'him in the Tower, ſave a Footman, mult be acquainted with it; and ' 
acceſlary to.it. And many, as well as weighty, were the Arguments of his / 
ngiguilty: art and Maſters:Death, that he was juſtly ſufpeted | for | 
it, - both by the-reſt of my Lords Servants and all.the thinking'inipartial-peo-" 
ple abgur the Town. And tho? I ſhall have occefton hereatter ro menticn * 
divers Particulars, and recount ſeveral Circumſtances,which nat only ſerve ro ' 
lay hint under a Suſpicion, but to Convict himof being acceſſary ro the death - 
of his Lord, yer-I cars not it I relate one-at preſent, numely,the ippretienfion 7 
he was in, and the. trouble: he expreſſed to one- of: the” Lady * Ffſex's * 
Gentlewomen, upon a Report which he: had heard'that my Fords Murder" 
was to come under a ſecond Examination, and that. the Body ' was to be ' 
taken upin ordertoa review.Nor was the Counteſs her ſelt forall rhe:tmpreſ- 
{1003 /which ſome great Men had endeavoured- to poſſeſs her with, of gy 
Lords cutting his own 'Throat, without ſtrong apprehenſions ts the contrary, * 
nar void of Jealoufic 'of | rbis- French. Fellows being: guilty! of” her' HYP” 
bands Death, which-mage her diſcharge him her ſervice and'diſmifChiciiour 
of the Family. And as no-Gentlemen. in Exglsnd would have aftcr this done ' 
ſo fooliſh a thing, or ſo unwortiby of bimiel;, | as to cheriſh and entertain 
| F {uch 
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ſuch a Raſcal, ſo it leaſt of all became the Hogopr of the Court, unleſs there 
were a further Myftery init than the World is aware of, to take him both in- 
to their Protection, and to advance him to an Employ and Place. Let usthere- 
fore a little obſerve and recount what fayours this Raſcal, under all the ſuſpt- 
tion and infamy of being acceſfary to his Lord's Death, hath met with, both 
from his Majeſty's Miniſters of Juſtice, and, from the principal Perſons at 
Court, and chiefeſt Officers of State, Can ir be leſs than a RefleQion both 
upon the Honour of the Government, and an infinuation that Great Men 
were concern'd in that horrid Fatt whereof Boweny is ſo juſtly fuſpeed, thar 
my Lord Chief Juſtice at Mr. Braddon's Trial, after he had been affromimg, 
enterrupting and he&oring all the Witnefles for the Defendent, Reps in, not 
only to aſliſt and reQifie Bowery in bis Depolition,.*guiding him to ſay « Ra- 
zor when the Rogue had faid a Penknife, but durſt repreſent the Villain une. 

: | _ - _ der the CharaQter of * one whoſe Integrity and Fidelity to 

* Braddow's Trial, yny Lord was confirmed by fix years experience of bus Ser- 
6 Re Bs vice,” and that he was not an upſtart and wandring Fel- 
low? Yea, the eſteem that this Rufhan was in with our Grandees, and 
which by conſequence proves that there js a Myſtery m.the manner of the 
Earl of Eſfex's Death, which is not yet:fully diſcover'd, ſeeing. theſe who 
are deſervedly ſuſpe&ted to have been acceflary to it, are favoured and 
befriended by them, may be further enlightned and confirmed from the 
correſpondence which Boweeny had with the Secretary of State, when he'lay 
concealed from others,. and the readineſs he expreſſed to converſe with any 
that pretended. to enquire for him in Sir Lionel Fenkins's Name, when he 
was deny'd toevery body beſides 2 For a certain perſon having occaſion to 
call at his Lodging, in order to ſubpzna him to Mr. Breddov's Teal, and 
being politively told that there wasno ſuch man there, took the boldeſs to 
ſay he came from Sir Lionel, upon which Bomeny immediately appeared, 
and he who was ſaid not to be there before, ſtept forth with-all imaginable. 
readineſs, to receive the Secretary's Meflenger, and to know what his Ho- 


- nour's pleaſure was. And if theſe two paſſages which I have related be not 


enough to evidence the kindneſs which his Majeſty's Miniſters had for this 
little and infamous Creature, I ſhall ſubjoyn a third, importing the care 
which the Greateſt about the Court took of him, and the Reſpect they ſhew 
him: For when he. ſeem'd to be abandon'd by all others, and knew nor 
where to be admitted into a Service, by reaſon of the ſuſpition he lay under 
of being either an Inſtrument that murder*d his Lord, or who had conſented 
ro the doing-of it, behold the Duke of York, and the Officers of His Maje- 
Rty*s Forces, embrace him under all that Ignominy and Reproach, and liſt 

him 


- 


divers other perſons of Figure and Qua 


the Chyrurgeons who view'd the 


(43) 


Him to ride in one of the Troops of Gudrds; Nor is it poſlibte for any man, 


without renouncing hisReaſon, to ag. that the, Duke of 70r&, as well as 
ity, ſhould expoſe themſelves to the 
Cenſure of the World, in entertaining a Fellow judg'd guilty of fo enor- 
mous and abominable a Crime, unleſs they themfelves had been acceſſary 
ſome way or other to thar execrable Wickednefs, and except they judged 
the Rafeal to have merited by the Fat. — 4-4 EE 
' Bur, ro put it beyond all poſſibility of any rationat Contradiftionthat the 
Farlof Eſſex did not cut his own Throat; but that he was maſſacred by ' 


-others ; | ſhall demonſtrate the impoſſibility of it, as the manner of his Death 


is repreſented in the Coroners Inquiſition, . and declared in the Depaon of 
y, and fearch'd and examin'd the fatal 

Wound. And where there is a natural impoſſibility rhat a thing ſhould be 
ſo or ſo done, all the Infarmations of the World to the contrary ſerve tono 
other end bur to declare the Perjury of the Informers. A matter that is 
naturally impraQtible ought nat to be credited, tho? never ſo many ſhould 
have the impudence to ſwear they faw itdone, But asthe rage of the Con- 
{errant Aſſeſſinates tranſported and hurry'd them to commit the bar- 
atous Fa@ in fuch a manner, that all who have not abjur'd common ſenſe 
as well as reaſon, muſt acknowledge, that it wasnot vratticable in that way 
and manner, or athing that could be done by the Earl of Eſſex himſelf ; fo 
their malice corrupted and blinded their judgments to that meaſure and de- 
gree, that the Infrument which they have choſen and pitch'd upon as the 
Tool, Weapon,& Mean by wv hich it was done,renders the Join gut by my Lord 
impoſſible in it ſelf, and unworthy to be belicv'd, except by the groſleſt 
of Fools, or the worlt of Knaves, who never conſider how far a matter ei- 
ther is or can be true, but only what may conduce to their Profit, or gra» 
tie their malice, to take up and admit. And how conipicuous is the Wiſ- 
dom as well as Righteouſneſs of God, in infatuaring villanous Men, fo ta 
accompliſh and perpetrate their V illanies, as that their Folly ſhall dete&t 
their Guilr, and the Marks and CharaGters of Stupidity as weil as Rage left 
upon the FaCt ſhall reveal the Authors of it, let them do all they can tg 
transfer and abdicate it from themſelves, and to charge and faſten it upon 
others! Now the Coroners Inqueſt in (heir Inqui/ition mad? the 14th of Job, 
1683. concerning the Earl of Eſſcx's Neath, do upon their Oaths, from the 
Depolitions of ſuch Witneſſes as they thor ght fit to examine, pive us this 
account of the way and manner of it: That the Earl of Eſſex bemg the 131th 
day of July alone in bu Chamber, did with a Razor voluntarily and felo- 
niouſly cut his Throat, giving unto himſcif one mortal Waund, cut from one 
F'2 Tugu- 


ai 
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jugular to the othir, and by the Aſpera Arteria, aud the Wind-pipe to the 
Vertebres of :he Neck, both the Fugulars being throwghly divided ; of which 
ſaid mortal Wound, the ſaid Earl of Eſſex inſtantly died. And to this Ac- 
count fo far as relates tothe Nature of the Wound, do the Informations 
upon Oath of Robert Sherwood and Robert Andrews, two Chyrurgions, 
called to view the Body of the ſaid Earl fully agree. For Robert Sherwood 
ſwears, that having viewed the Throat of the Earl of Eſſex, be finds that 
there is a large wound, and that the Aſpera Arteria or plane 1 and the 
Gullet with the jugular Arteries, are all divided. And Robert Andrews 
depoſeth to the ſame purpoſe, namely, That having viewed the Throat of 

ihe Lord of Eſlex, be found that it was cut from one jugular to the other, and © 
through the.Wind-pipe and Gullet into the Vertebres of the Neck, both ju- 
gular Veins being alſo quite divided. And as the firlt thing obſervable in the 
Coroners Inqueſt about my Lords Death, is, that his Throat was cur 
with a Razor, ſo it is needful the World ſhould know that the Razor 
which Bomeny in his Depoſition before the ſaid Inqueſt, ſwears ro be 
the ſame wherewith he gave himſelf the fatal and mortal Wound, was 
a ſmall French Razor of about 'four Inches and a half long at. moſt, 
without any Spill -or Tongue at the end of the Blade, as all Razors 
of the. Engliſh Form and Faſhion have ; fo that the Razor being of that 
Make, Proportion, and Extent, it 1s as evident as any demonſtrated Pro- 
blem in "Euclid, that it could not be uſed but upon holding it by the 
Blade, and that in order to the holding it with cas and ſteddineſs 
requiſite to the making ſuch a Wound, the Fingers and Hind muſt 
graſp and faſten upon no leſs than two Inches of un. The ſecond "hip 
remarkable from the Inquiſtion of the Coroner, and the Depoſitigns of the 
Chyrurgions, refers to the extent and dimenſion of this deplorable and dead- 
Iy Wound. Which as they all acknowledge to have reached from Jugular to 
7 Favs in lengrh, and to the Vertebr@ of the Neck in depth ; fo a certain 
Gentleman who faw the Wound before ever the Jury did, affirms thar 
it begun at the fide of the Neck-Bone behind the left Fugular, and extended 
to the Bone of the Neck beyond the Right, being betwixt eight and nine 
Mches in Dimenſion from one fideto the other, and that it ſo nearly ap- 
proached unto and pierced into the Vertebrz, that had it light on a Joint 
rt would have cut off his Head inſtead of meerly cutting his Throar. 
And 1 may upon what is here confeſfed and ſworn, confidently ſay, that 
no Man could cut his own "Throat after the rate and manner, and to thar 
meaſure and extent, that the Earl of E/ſex*s was cut, Nor did I ever ſpeak 
with Phyſician or Chirurgion, who was fo far above the dread of the Court 
and St. James's, as to dare venture the piving his Opinion, but he would - 
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readily acknowledge and confirm it with unanſwerable Reaſons, that it was 
impoſlible that the Earl of Eſſex ſhould bave given himſelt that mortal Wound, 
or cut his Throat in the manner it appears to have been done. For the 
Razor being in the whole length but four Inches and a half,and two Inches of 
theſe being neceſſary at the the leaſt to be held and graſped inthe hand in or- 
der to the uſing and managing of it; it is not imaginable how with the other 
two inches oY a half both the Fugwlars could be divided at one ſtroke, and 
2 gaſh made, which extended no leſs than eight Inches from one {de to 
the other. There is no Man that is verſed in Chyrurgery or. the Anatomy 
of the humane Body, but will find himſelf obliged to own, that: it. 18 alto- 
gether impoſlible that after the cutting the one Fugalar, there ſhould remain. 
life and ſtrength for carrying forward the Wound, to the dividing the; other. 
Nor can there be any thing more certain in Nature, then that there would: 
have been ſuch an effuſion of Spirits and Blood upon dividing the firſt Fugu- 

lar, that all L fe and Motion would have immediately ceaſed, and that there 
would have been no ſtrength lefrto- puſh forward the laſtrument to the fe- 

cond fo as to diffeQt it. Beſides,there being no more of the Razor beyond rhe 
hand which held the Razor,than about two lnches.and a halfof the blage thac 
could be uſed andapplied tothe making the Incifion in the Throat ; how is 

it poſſible that a Gaſh or Wound of four inches deep (for of that dimgaſion 

it was from the outſide of the Gullet, where the hand muſt lie to the Verte- 

bre ofthe Neck where the Incifion terminated) could be made by an In- 

ſtrumeat of two inches and a half long. Theſe being plain and dire& im- 
poſſibilities, it neceſſarily follows that the Earl of Eſſex did not deſtroy him- 
ſelf, Þut that this Helliſh murder was committed upon him by the hands of 
bloody and hired Rufhans. Nor indeed was a'Razor the Inſtrument which 

they made uſe of upon this villanous Occafion, bur ir was done by one of an- 
other kind as well as form and figure, and whichas they had prepared and 
provided on purpoſe, fo it was much more convenient for the perpretation. 
ofthe Fact. Butit would have too-palpably berrayed the Actors, to have: 
ſuffered that ro have lain by the maflacred Body, or to- have let it be ſeen. 
' by any honeſt and indifferent perſons who might throng in among others,. 
to view and look upon the bleeding Corps. And of all the Inſtruments which. 
they could have thought upon, a Rizor, eſpecially of the faſhion which that 

was, that they threw down by my Lords Body after they hadmurdered him, , 
was the moſt unkt for an Inciſion in the Throat .of thoſe dimenſions, as 
the Wound whereby they treacherouſly killed him, evidently appears to- 
have been. A certain Gunner in the Tower, who may be ſuppoſed not al- 

together a ſtranger to this Aﬀair, pitched upon a more convenient and: 


proper 
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proper Inſtrument for the doing of it, wherf about Nine of the Clock that 


morning he reported the Death of my Lord in a place not far diſtant from 
thence, ſaying the Earl of Eſſex had cut his Throat with a Caſe-Knife, 
wherewith he had been carving a P:geon for his Breaktz\t. And had they 
not been infatuated, they would have rather order'd fuch an Inſtrument to 
have been laid by the Body, in order to blind and deceive the World about 
the manner of his Death, than the fmall Freach Razor which I have deſcri- 
bed, and by which they have endeavour'd ro make men beheve the gaſtful 
and faral Wound was made. But if a Par/;ament come to fir again in England, 
or if his Majeſty will grant a Pardon to {ich Witneſics as we are ready to pro- 
duce, and allow a Writ of Melirs Inquirendur concerning the Dearh of this 
Noble Peer before equal and imparnal Judges, we ſhall beth - deſcribe the : 
Inſtrument he was killed by, and prove the truth of what we ſay by perſons 
who ſaw the whole bloody and tragical Tranſaction, and are as Acceflaries 
roo far concern'd in That horrid Murther. 

Nor want there proofs of my Lord's being treacherouſly afſaſſinated by 
others, and that he was not a Felon of himſelf, from the Teſtimonies of theſe 
very Witneſſes which were produc'd both before the Coroners Inque#F, and 
at Mr. Braddoy's Trial, to ſwear that the Earl of Eſſex had cut his own 
Throat. And tho' # may be pardonable in the Coroner upon the Inquiſition 
into the manner of my Lord's Death, to have admitted the Depoſitions of 
Bomeny and Ruſſel, there being not then ſo juſt ſuſpirions of their guilt in this 
matter, as afterwards they were ; yet for my Lord Chief Fuſtice to allow them 
as competent Witnefles in that Mair, when the preſumpripns of their being 
acceſſory to that Murther were fo ſtrong, as they plainly appeared from 
the whole ſcope and tendency of that which was ſworn, faid, and alledged in _ 
Mr. Braddox's behalf at the foreſaid Trial, was the greateſt affront imagi- 
nable to Juſtice, and argu'd a moſt criminal partialty : For with what equi- 
ty could Bomeny's Teftimony-be admitted to deſtroy ether the truth or pro- 
babiliry of my Lord's being aflaſſinated by others, ſeeing it muſt be granted 
that in caſe rhe Earl of Efex was treacherouſly murder'd,- Bomeny being 
the'only Servant who then waited upon him, muſt be an Actor in, or ar 
leaſt aa Accefſary to ir. And what is this, but to admit a Fellow under 
the higheſt preſumptions of Guilt ro be a Witneſs in his own Cauſe, and 
to allow his Teſtimony as a ſufficient Vindication from the moſt perk- 
dious as well as barbarous Crime that could be cormitted, and which ro 
have acknowledged, would have derived upon him the fevereſt puniſk- 
menr. And the {ame may be faid of my Lord Chief Juſtices partiality and un- 
reaſonableneſs, in ſuffering Ruſſe!'s Teſtimony to pals tor good and legal Evi- 


dence 


& > 
dence in the matter and caſe that we are diſcourſing of: For Rafe} being * 
the perſon who that morning my Lord was murder'd attended upon him 
as his \Warder, muſt likewiſe have been either an Actor in, or Acceſlary 
to, the Cruelty that was committed on: him. Nor can it be otherwife 
thought than that he, who, contrary to the duty of his Place, and the Truſt 
repoſed in him, inſtead-of aſliſting and defending my Lord when forcibly 
aflaulted, would conſent unto, or at leaſt connive at, the violence com- 
mitted upon him, ſhould alſo, for the ſaving himſelf as well as others from 
the kanye of the ſaid Crime, transfer the Murther from himſelf, and 
charge it upon my Lord : For as Ruſſel was ſet at my Lord*s door, to prevent 
any endeavours which might have been uſed by himſelf or others for an - 
Eſcape; ſoone main end of his being poſted there, was to ſee that.no Vio- 
lence ſhould be committed upon the Prifoner. But, to diſauſs this, without 
further enlarging upan ir, 1 ſhall, in proof thar my Lord of Efſex did nor 
murder himſelf, but was affafſinated by others, obſerve the Conitradiftions 
that are in the Informations of the Witneſſes about the manner of his Death, 
and the Circumſtances relating to it, and how they diſagree not only- one 
with another, but gainſay themſelves in their Teſtimonies. Ir hath always 
been admitted as a ſufficient ground of disbelieving Witneſſes, and of judg- 
iog them to ſwear falſly, when their Teſtimonies, inſtead of being enhet 
harmonious and coherent in themſelves, or conſonant and agreeable one to 
another, do both interfere with, and contradict themſelves, and each other ; 
For as Truth is always uniform and confiſtent, fo Falſhood is contradicti- 
ous.and various. Now, that this may*the better appear, and thatall men 
may ſee I do neither impoſe upon the. Witneſſes, nor - endeavour to de- 
ceive the World, I ſhalt tranſcribe the two Informations which were ſworn 
by Bomeny and Ruſſel beforethe Coroxer and the Inqueſt, when they fate on' 
my. Lord's Body upon an Inquiſition after the manner of his Neath, and by 
what means ke came to his fatal end. Paul Bomeny in his Depoſition made up» 
on Oath the 14th of July, 1683. faith, That when my Lord came to Captain 
Hawley's, which was the 11th of that month, my Lord ask d him for a Pen+ 
knife to,pare his Nails, as he was wont to do : To which the Informant anſwe- 
red, being come in haſte he had not brought it, but he would ſend for one; and: 
according ly ſent the Footman with a Note for ſeveral things for my Lord," a-- 
mong ſt which the Om was inſerted; and that the Footman went and- 
gave the Bill to my Lord's Steward, who ſent the Proviſions, but not the Rew-: 
knife, only told the Footman he would get one the next day ; That when the- 
Footman was come, my Lord asR'd if the Penknife was come, to which the bu- 
formant anſwer'd he ſbould have it the next day ; and accor ngly.on the 198 - 
inthe morning, before my Lord of Eſſex was up, the Informant ſent 11 F 0dt- 
man : 
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anan home with a Note to the Steward, in which amongſt other things he ard 
for a. Pen-knife for my Lord, and when the Foot-man was gone, about or a lit- 
#le after 8 of the Clock, my. Lord ſent one Mr. Rufle! bis Warder, to the Infor- 
.mant, who came and ask*d him if the Pen: knife was come: To w11th the Infor- 


mant ſaid, no my Lord, but T ſball have it by and by: *To whicu my Lord ſaid, 

#hat be ſhould bring him one of bus Razors, it would do as well ,, and toen the 

Informant went and fetched one, and gave it my Lord, who w:m then to pare 

bis Nails, and then the Informant went out of the Room into the Paſſage, bythe 

Doyr, on Friday the 1 3th; and begun to talk with the Warder ;, and a little 

while after be went down ſtairs, and.ſcon after came the'Foot-man with the 
Proviſions, and brought alſo & Pen-knife, which the Informant put upon his 

Bed, and thought my Lord had no more need of it, becauſe he thought be had 
paired bis Nails, and then the Informant came up to my Lords Chamber about 
8 or 9 inthe Forenoon, on Friday the 1 3th. of July, with a little Note from 
rhe Steward ; but not finding his Lord in the Chamber, went to the Cloſe-ftool 
Cloſet-Door, and found it ſhut, and. be thinking his Lord was buſie there, went 
down and ftay'd a little, and came uf again, thinking bs Lord bad been come 
out of the Cloſet, and finding bim not inthe Chamber, he knock'd at the Door 
with hy Finger thrice, and ſaid, my Lord ;, but no body anſwering, be took up 
the Hanging, and looking through the chink, he ſaw Blood and a part of the 
Razor, whereupon he call dthe Warder Ruſſel, and went down to call for belp, 
and the [aid Ruſſel puſhed the Door open,and there they ſaw my Lord of Eflex all 
along on theF oor without a Peruke,and all full of Blood,and the Razor by bim, 
and the Deponent. further depoſeth; That the Razor now ſhewed to bim at the 
time of his Examination, is the ſame Razor which he did bring to my Lord, 
and which didlye ow the ground in the Cloſet by my Lord. "To this Informa- 
tion [ ſhall ſubjoin-that of Thomas Ruſſel, one of the Warders of the Tower, 


' who being examined the 14th. of Fuly, 1683. faith, That on the 13th. of rhe 


ſaid Juiy, about 8 or g of the Clock in. the Forenoon, he was preſent when he 
did bear:the Lord of Eflex. call to his Man Mr.Bomeny, for a Pen-knife to par 
bis Nails, and then for a Razor, which Mr. Bomeny brought him,and then my 
Lord went upand down the Room ſcraping bus Nails with the Razor,and ſhut 
the outward door Mr. Bomeny half a quarter of an hour afterwards not finding 
wy. Lord tn hits Bed: Chamber, went dawn Stairs again, believing that my Lord 
1ass bem private in bis Cloſet. Bomeny came up about @ quarter of an bour after- 
wards, gud knock'd at the Door,ond then cald, My Lord; My Lord;but he not 
ay/wering, 'peepd through a chink of the Deor, and ard ſee the Earl of Effex 
lyzrig 6n the ground im the Cloſet, whereupon be did cry out, that my Lord 1vas 
fallen down ſick, and then the Informant went tothe Cloſei- Door,and openedit, 

; the 


| 
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the key being on the-ont ſide, and then did ſee my Lord lie down on the ground in his 
blood, his 7 broat being cut. Theſe axe all the informations which the Inqueſt 
charged and ſworn to enquire when, by what-means, and-how Arthur Earl 
of Eſſex came to his Death, thought fit to take,and upon the'Depolitions of 
thele twa Fellows, whoincaſe any violence wereoffered tomy Lord mult 
haveheen acceſſory to it, they bring.in anddofay wpor their Oaths, That the 
ſaid Arthur Earl of Eſlex,did voluntarily and felomouſly cut his T hroat.| t may ir 
deed ſeem {trangethat there being ather Perſons at that time in the Houſe be- 
ſides Bomeny and Ruſſel, particularly the: Maid-ſervant, that they ſhould nei- 
ther be examined;nor ſo much as called to know,whether they could {ay any 
thing-in that effair. But it is not: improbable that.the contradictions in the 
Teltimonies of the two Witneſleswhom they had examined,to one another, 
might diſconrage them-from examining any more, leſt they in-what they 
might ſwear, ſhon!d contraciCt what both the former had ſaid. Now what | 
have to obſerve concerning the contradictions in the foregoing Depoſition, 
they are either ſuch, wherein thele informations are direttly contrary tothe 
Keports which themſelves maJe to others abont.my Lords death 3 or.they 
are ſuch, wherein-the Teſtimony of the onecontradidts that of the other, or 
laſtly, wherein the Information of one and the fame Perſon, gainſaysand 
overthrows it ſelf. -For thefirſt, whereas both-Bomezy and Ruſſel do poli- 
tively ſwear that ir was wot aboue 4 quarter of an hour end half, from the time 
that Bomeny left my- Lord in his: Chamber paring his Nazks,, to the tre thas they 
| found bim dead in the Cloſet ,, yet" this very Bomeny being: ask'd the Queſtion 
by one'of my Lord's Family ſoon after his Death, how long my Lord.might 
have lain dead before either he'or the Warzer diſcovered it, replyed vhar 
he believed he muſt have lain ſo above ewo' hours, for that when they firſt 


found him, the Body was cold andRiff. And whereas. £»ſſe/depoſeth, That - 


the Razor was given by Bomteny ro my ' Lord \afrer tbe was wp, and about eight or 
nine of the Clbck in the ſorenoon ;, and that both he avd Bomeny inform how they 
ſaw his Lordſhip upon the delivery of the Razor. to-bim, applyto the paring of h1s 
Nails; yet this Rogne Bomeny having the pro of Lyers, namely, the 
want of a good Memory, affirmed to a Perfon of good credir,and who isrea- 
dy to depoſe it upon O th, that-from the time of 'hisfending away the Foot- 
man with a Note to the. Steward' (which was about or before ſix) thar 
morning on which the Earl died; hedid not ſee my*Lord till the time. that 
he fonnd him killed and wallowing in his blood inthe Cloſet. -And whereas 
there is. not one word in. Bomeny's Information concerning my Lords being 
uſed to be taken with ſudden Frenſical Paſſions and Fits, or that he was par- 


ticularly taken with one, that morning before his:death, bnt the contrary 
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plainly infinuated in the whole Information, and alſo acknowledged at Mr. 
Bradaon's Trial, where though he ſays, that * my Lord was melancholy, yer 
he adds they took, no notice of it, ner had reaſon to ſuſpett any thing more than ox- 
dinary; all which dire&ly contraditts what the Villain told an eminent Dr. 
of the Church of England; namely, that his Lord was frequently taken with 
ſudden Frenſical Paſſions, and in particular with one t':4t Morning juſt before bis 
death, For ſaid the perjured Raſcal, when the Earl of 'Ellex ſaw my Lord 
Ruſlel carriedout of the Tower to be tryed, be ſtruck his breaſt, and ſaid, himſelf 
was the cauſe of my Lord Ruſſel's miſery, ſaying,had it nor been for bim,my Lord 
Ruſſel would never have admitted my Lord Howard into his company. And that 
thereupon, ſeeing my Lord Ruffel lik to ve ruined by the Teſtimony of that Perſon, 
for whoſe integrity be bad engaged his Honour, be fell diſtrafted. Now asthis is 
dire@ly repugnant, to the Teſtimony which his own Lady and all other 
Perſons, who had the advantage of being known to his Lordſhip, do juſtly 
give him, affirming that he was the moſt ſedate, beſt compoſed, and freeſt 
from Paſſions of all Men they ever knew ; ſo there is not one word of it in his 
Information to the Cororers Inqueſt, though it would have been a ſtronger Evi. 
derce of my Lords murdering himſelf, than all that he depoſed or ſwore be. 
ſides. Truth being ever the fame, whoſoever is called to teſtifie a Truth 


. that falls within his knowledge, can give the ſame account of it a thouſand 


tirnes over, without the leaſt variation from it or from himſelf ; but a lye 
having no foundation, fave what if has in the invention of the Author, eaſily 
eſcapes the memory;' and lays the Reporter as often as he is called torepeat 
and declare it, under'a continual liableneſs of igventing either ſomething 
new-that was not, or which is indifferent to what was ia his former report 
ſo that by the laſt Fiftion he both detects and diſcredits the firſt. Bur ſecond- 
ly, as the informations of theſe two Witneſſes, interfere with the Reports 
which themſelves gave concerning my Lords Death to other Perſons, {o the 
Teſtimony of the one, does directly contradict and ſupplant the Teſtimony 
of the other. For whereas mo pokitively ſwears, That on the 12th of 
July, in the Morning, before my Lora of Eſſex was up, he ſent the Footman home 
with a Note to the Steward, in which among other things he asked for a penkn; fe for 
my Lord, andthat when the Foorman was gone, about or alittle after 8 of the Clock, 
my Lord ſent Ruſſel the Warder, to the ſaid Bomeny, who came and ask'd him 
if the Penknife was comet0 which Bomeny raped, no my Lerd, but I (ball ha”, 
it by ar dby;, and that thereupon my Lo d bid bim bring him one of his Razor; 
which he went and ferched, and gave ro his Lordſhip, who applyed himſelf there) 
With 


* Braddon's Trial, p. 45: 
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with, to pair his nails, Rufſel, ina direCt contradiCtion to this, ſwears, T hat ov 
the 13. of July,abowe 8 or 9 of the clock in the forenoon,he was preſent when he did 
hear the Lordof Eſſex call to bes Man Bomeny for a Penknife to pare hys nails, 

and then for a Razor, which Bomeny brou;ht him, and that thereupon my Lerd 

went up and. down the Room ſcraping bis nails with the Razor. So that 

whilſt Bomeny depoſeth upon Oath, * at my Lord called for the Razor, and 

| hadit delivered to him on the 12. of Fw y,heing Thurſday, and the day be- 
fore my Lord's death 3 Rufſel:comes and ſwears, that it was on the 13. of 
Faly,being Friday,and the day on which my Lprd-was Kill'd, that he ask'd. 
for the Razor, and received it-from his Man, -. We may with the ſame caſe. 
bring the time paſt,tobe the time preſent or future; as make the 12.0f July, 
upon which Bomeny ſwears he gave my Lord the Razor, to be the 43. ot” 
Fuly, on which Ruſſel ſwears it was delivered 'to- him. ' And tho! this be. 
ſucha diſagreementin thejr Teſtimanies,that no wiſe and unbyaſs'd perſon 
can-give credit to what:either of them ſays , but is in Juſtice abliged to be-_ 
lieve that both of them ſwore falſely; yet it is/pat the only thing wherein 

their Depoſitions contradict ene another, ane a= ſecond thing, and 

as important as the former, y hereinithe Information of the. ane lies ina full 

contrariety tothe [nfarmatzonof.thezather. Far ; whereas Bomeny ſwears, 

that Ruſſel puſh'd rhe Cloſer:zoor open where my. Lord lay; which implies his | 
uſing force and violence to get in; Rufelcomes and depuſcth,that bexng call 'd 
by Bomeny, be went ro rhe Claſer-dovr and opened it, the key being on the outſide. 
Nor is it poſſible to reconcile what the one ſays in this particular, to what 
is declared by, che other,unleſs we'can make the unlocking-the door with 
the Key, to hehe ſame with ghe burſting it open ina forcible way. Yeaas 
if it were not ſufficient to demonſtrate the falſnood-af both their Teſtimo- 
nies,that they do expreſly contradict one another in two important and 
weighty particolars;there is yet a third, whereia their /nformations do plain- 
ly croſs and thwart each other;for whereas Bomeny ſwears, That wpon looking 
tbroughthe chink.of the Cloſet door , be ſaw blood and a part of the Razor, with- 


out making, menticn of his ſeeing »y. Lord s Body ,, or any part of it 3 Ruſſel 
comes and depoſeth,that Bomeny' wpon peeping through 4 chinkof rhe door, ſaw 
the Earl of Eſlex lying on the ground in the Cloſet ,wi adding any thing of 


his having ſeen blood, and apart of the Razor. Now beſides that Rufſcl ſwears a 

thing politively, which at moſt he could only ſwear upon Bomeny's Informa- 

tion.z here is alſo a diſagreement. between . the account of what 

ſays he ſaw,and that which R»fel affirms him to have ſeen. The two El- 

ders who in the Apocryphal Hiſtory are reported to have ſwarnly falſely 

againſt Sſerna, did not more VIS nor in ſo many particulars inter- 
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fere with,and contradiCct one another,as theſe two fellows, Bomeny & Ruſſel 
appear to have done in their Teſtimonies concerning the E.of Eſfex's death, 
But alas / we have not been hitherto ſo happy, as to have this pretended 
Crime of. my Lord Eſſex's catting his Throart,to fall under the examination 
and cogniſance of Perſons of that Af and Uprightneſs,as well as Wiſ- 
dom,which the calumnious accuſation & Uncleanneſs faſtned upon Suſanna, 
had the fortune to do. And as the Informations of theſe two Raſcals do 
plainly contradict eachother. ſoin the laſt place we ſhall obſerve how one 
and the ſame Witneſs does-inthis Depoſition thwart and gainlay himſelf : For 
whereas Bomeny ſwears, that on Thurſday the 12., of July, he gave the Rgzor to 
my Lord,who thereupon went to pare his nails with it ; 10 he immediately adds, 
without the leaſt congruityeither to Senſe or Grammar, that he the ſaid 
Bomeny having given my Lord the Razor,went out of the Room into the paſſage 
by the door, on' Friday the 13. 'Nothingcan be moreapparent, than that the 
FA 19 part of the Information, relates wholly to Thurſday : Burt at laft, 
without any regard in himſelfro what he ſaid,or relation in the next words 
to thoſe which preceded, Friday is brought in contrary both to all Rules 
of Syntax, and the foregoing words of lis own Teſtimuny. For what was 
antecedently depoſed —— wholly to what had fallen out anU'wastranſ- 
acted on Thurſday, his4 iarely ſubjoiting, That :b#7 be wenr ont of the 
room into the paſſage by the'door,, ought by all:rhe Rules of -Speech, and the 
Meaſures of Senſe,to relate to Thurſday alſo : But- Friday being the day on 
which the. Earl of Efex was killed, and which as both Bomeny and Ruſſel 
ſwear,was ſoon after his having received the razorzit was there foreneedfu], 
that ins order to the giving ſome gloſs to that part of their Information 
wherein they ſwear my Lord cut his own Throat, that Friday ſhould be 
mentioned,tho' with never ſo much-tcongruity and abfurdneſs. How con- 
ſpicuous is the Righteouſneſs of God,in ſuffering a Villain who/had firſt con-- 
ſented to the murdering his Maſter.jif not aſlifted in it,and then undertaken 
to transfer the Crime:and-Infamy from the Aﬀaſſinates,and charge it updn 
his Innocent Lord;ſo-evidently-to contradit- himfelf in what he ſwears, 23 
thereby afford the World an nncontrollable* demonſtration both of -the 
{alfhood of his own Depoſition, and of his Maſters being guiltleſs of whar 
he accufed him. ps En | 
. And as the-many contradictions of one kind-and another}, which- otcurr / 
inthe liformations of the Witneſſes, do as ſo' many prints and footſteps 
lead and conduet us ro other Authors and Inſtryments of my-Lord's death 
than .himſelt ; fo-the many irregularities'which were committed about rhe - 
Body by thole who had the overſight & cuſtody of it, before the Coroner's 
In- 
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InqueFt had Sat upon it, adminiſter unto us new proofs,that the Earl of Eſtx 
was not Felo de ſe,but that he was treacherouſly and barbarouſly murdered 
by the bands of bloody and ſuborned Ruffians. By the cuſtom of all Nations 
which is equivalent to a common and tiniverſal Law, but moſt eſpecially 
by the known andalways prattiſed cuſtom of England,the Body of a perſon 
found dead and ſuppoled to have come to an untimely end, ought (if it be 
poſlible) to lie in the place and poſture that it is found,till the Coroner's Ju- 
Iy haye ſat upon the Body, and erquired into the manner of the Perſori's 
death. Nor can we think that thoſe inthe Houſe where my Lord was kiW*d 
and found dead, could be ignorant of this cuſtom; ſeeing ir is fo well and 
univerſally known tothe meaneſt and moſt ignorant people of the Nation: 
Neither is there any thing more adapted and proper, as well as needful to- 
wards a diſcovery, whether a perſon have fallen by his own hands, or the 
bands of others, than this received cuſtemardprattice, is'upon many -fre- 
quent and repeated experiences, found to have been: For how-many circum: 
{tarices,not only may,but do often occur,from an obſervation of thei fite and 
poſture wherein the Body is fonund,from aninſpeQion of the marks,toketns; 
and impreſſions left upon the Cloaths which the party deſtroyed wore, a 
from a view,of the footſteps, ſymptoms; and ſigns; whichthe place where 
the Fact was committed, and the Body fell,;may yield and afford ; at} which 
may bave their uſefulneſs and tendency, to give light unts the Jury that is 
to fit upon the Body, and whoſe Duty and: Office it is to make enquiry it 
10 the mariner of the perſon's death. Bur leſt rhe Earl of Efex ſhould have 
been found to have come to his erd after another manner,ard by other ways 
and means, than was fafe or convenient for ſome people to have known 
ard believed , therefore were all things' otherwiſe: carried, and the: cu- 
ſtom of the Nation in caſes of this nature,not only vegle(ted and deſpiſed, 
but with the greateſt impudence imaginable violafed and ated contrery 
unto:For beſides their taking my Lord's Body out of the Clokt where it w$3 
{ound, and by. conſequence ought to have lain, they did not only uncloath, 
Rrip, and waſh it; but alſo waſt'd both the - Cloſet: whete it* was 
found, and the Lodging-Chamber into andthrough which'we muſt ſuppoſe 
the perſons to have come, if any aſlaflination was by the violent haids of 0- 


in it ſelf, and enough to adminiſter a juſt ſuſpition to all Mar kind, -of { 
villany perpetrated uponthe perſon of this noble Lord they pt6ceeded 
ther, even to thecarrying away the very Cloaths, which they wouttF not fo 
much as:atlow-the Jury ro ſee,tho' ſome of the Coroner's Inqueſt haU the wit 
and ſeeming ingeauity as to call for them. 1 do not efirw;nor would | heve 
IT 


thers committed upon him. Yea,and as if all this-haq nor beeti toodeting * 
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it thought;that all theſe irregularities were committed before the Coroner 

j ſaw the Body ;, for | have beea well informed,and am fully ſarisfied 
to thecontrary, and have;reaſon to believe that he was prevailed upon to 
conſent and give way to the doing of theſe abſurd and illegal things : But 
that which 1 aſlrt, and which will be proved, it occaſion be, both by the 
ſeveral Members of the Jury it ſelf, and by divers other perſons, who ſaw 
the Body before rhe time of the Coroners Inquiution, is, that theſe irregula- 


' rities were committed and done ere ever the Jury,who -were to be the Jud- 


ges of the manner of my Lord Eſjex's death,were admitted,or indeed could 
be to a ſight of the Corps : Foras the Coroner's Inqueſt neither ſat upon,nor 
ſaw the Body till the 14. of Fady in the forenoon; fo ail theſe irregular things 
had been done the 1 3.being the ſame day on which my Lord was kill'd. Now 
beſides many other cir which the Jury might have obſerved de- 
teftive of,and ſerving to diſcover the manner of my Lord Eſſex's death,had 
all things been ſaffer'd to remain as they wereat the moment when his Body 
was found ; and as they ought, according to the cuſtom of the Kingdom, 
and the practice in all caſes of that nature, to have done, there would have 
appeared three remarkable things tothem, which had ſerved roconvince all 
Men, who had a ſpark of Reaſon ggdegrec of Honeſty, that this great and 
honourable Peer, did not deſtroy hiFelf, but was maſſacred by hired and 
ſuborned Ruffizns, The firſt whereof would have been the print of « bloody 
foot upon one of my Lord's Stockings, which. ſeeing it could not be an impreſſion 
made by himſelf, mult neceſſarily have been tte effeCt of a moſt perfidious 
cruelty exerciſed upon him by others. Nor is thus a fiſtion of mine, raiſed 
to vindicatethe Memory of the Earl of Eſſex from the guilt and infamy of 
ſo baſe and enormous a Crime , nor given out to baffle and diſcredit the 
belief of the late Plot 3 and deliver the Conſpirators from the reproach 
and danger which that pretended Combination had derived upon them ; 
much leſs is ir invented to defame che King , calt an aſperſi>n upon the 
Government, ard enflame the Nation ; but there are Eye-witneſles ready 
to ſwear it 3 and one as remote from all likelihood of being the Author 
of a groundleſs and Romantick Fable, as any Man, affirmed it betorethe 
Coroner and Jury, when they fat upon an [equititionintothe manner of my 
Lord's death : For Samuel Peck, a Servant ot the Earl of Effex's, and who 
bad juſt brought the Proviſions which Bomeny by my Lord's order,had wri- 
ten tothe Steward for,as the perfidions Raſcal was running down Stairs, 
crying out,that my Lord had kill'd himſelf,and that be had found his Body 
dead in the Cloſer,did thereupon, being ſurprized by Bomeny's report, runjap 
iato the Chamber, where he law bis after lying in the Cloſer with a grear 


pars 
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art of his leps reaching out of the Cloſer door, and the print of a bl foo | 
a of b1.; Chin which ſo far convinced this honeſt and unbiaſled er 
violernc2 committed upon the Earl of Effex's Perſon, that he immediately 
ctyed out, They have murdered my Lord, Nor is Peck the only Witneſs who 
we can produce to teſtific this, but there areothers alſo ready to confirm !t 
upon Oath, whenſoever his Majeſty will be pleaſed ro take them into his 
proteCtion, and inJemnifie them trom the acceſſion they are guilty of, tothat 
horrid and bloody-Murder. But before | diſmiſs Peck, there is one thing fur- 
ther obſervable, namely,that having among other things brought Wire for 
my Lords own drinking, Ruſſel and others of that fellow's ſtamp and com- 
plexion who ſtood by,fell a jecring the poor Man, telling him the Winecame 
r20 late for my Lord to drink, but that he had brought it very ſeaſonabl 
for his Funeral. Nor is this the only circumſtance which would have at- 
fordedithe Coroners Jury matter of Evidence and Light, as tothe manner of 
the Earl of Eſex's Death, had not the Bady been medleqd with, buc ſuffered 
to continue in the place and poſture as it fell;but there would have appeared 
a ſecond circumſtance of as great importance and ſignification iu it pe and 
as ſerviceable as the former,to have diſcovered the barbarous violence com- 
mitted upon this innocent ard exceilent Perſon.For not only Mary Johnſon, 
the woman who was then Servant in the Warders houſe where my Lord was 
a Prifoner ; and.who affirms that ſhe ſaw my Lords Body, as ſoon as either 
Bomeny or Ruſſel did z but-ſeveral other Perſons be"des her, have confelled, 

That the neck, or middle of my Lord's crevat, was cut in four pieces, Surely if m 
Lord (as Bomeny tells us) had taken off his Peruke and hung it up ; becauſe 
as. the Villain would have the World believe, he could not ſo conveniently 
have cut his Throat with the Peruke on; he would for the ſame Reaſon, 
have much rather laid alide his Crevat, being oa leſs than three times about 
| his Neck, and more apt to. hinder the accompliſhment of that unnatural 
Fat (which the inidous . and perjured Raſcal hath endeavourcd to father 
Bpon him) than the Peruke was And therefore as it is unreaſonable to 
think otherwiſe, but that the Earl of Efex would have laid by his Crevart, 
kad he deſigned to commit that violence upon himſelf; foit gives juſt ſuſpi- 
cion that he was Aſſaſſinated by-others, that his . revat was at;out bis Neck, 
and cut through in ſo many places. And whenſoever this Aﬀair of my 
Lord Efex's death comes to be admitted to a fair and indifferent hearing, 
and a Pardon vouchſafed to ſuchas ſhall give Evidence, it will be fully pro- 
ved,that the bloody Miſcreants cameprovided and farniſted with an Inſtry- 
meat,w hich, was able te conquer the reliftance, which a Crevat,thongh thrice 
roll'd about the Neck. wasavic $0 give it, And whereas one Webſter, Bayliff of 
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the Tower liberty, being a Perſon who aſſiſted Aery Fohnſon in ſtripping 
my Lord's Body, hath pretended to forme, that it was he who cut the Cra- 
vat, as notÞbeingable readily to untye it; this may beeaſtly demonſtrated to 
be a ſtory, purpoſely forged rowards the avoiding the ſufpicion, which the 
circamſtance of the Cravats being cnt, by the ſame Inſtrument and ſtroke 
that gave my Lerdthe fatal and deaUly wound, would have both begorten 
and cheriſhed in the Minds of unbiaffed Men. For beſtdes that M:ry Johnſon 
who in conjunCtion with Webſter ſtripp'd the Body, bath often afſerred"rhe 
contrary to this which Webſter reports and gives our, it was not poſlivle that 
the Cravat ſhould be thrice about my Lords Neck, when the wound anU 
gaſh was made from the Neck bore behind the one jugular, tothe Neck 
bone behind the other jugular; and not at all cut or touched by the jnſtru- 
ment wherewith that large and deadly wound was given. Andas my Lords 
Cravat, could not be tyedharder than he tyed ir himſelf, without the inter- 
vention of ſome violent hand that had endeavouredto choakhim with it, to 
hinder and prevent his crying ont; ſo we cannot ſuppoſe that my Lord him- 
ſelf had ryed it ſo hard, but that it might have been eafily looſed and untyed 
without cutting of it. And as it was impoſlible that my Lords Neck fhould 
ſwell, after the Gullet and both the Jugulars were cut, which if it could 
have done, might have been a means and occaſion of the Cravats being more 
ſtrait and cloſs about his Neck, ſo no rational Mancan apprehend, but thar 
had it been nevcr ſo ſtrait, they would have taken pains and fonnd away 
to untye it, eſpecially having a proſpect of enjoying it themſelves, 'it being 
nſnal in England, that they who {trip a dead Body, are recompenſed with the 
giftan 1 poſſeſſion of all the Cloaths which they find abonrt 1r. And there- 
for as Webfters pretending to havecat the Cravat when he afliſted in ſtrip- 
pinz the Body, is both a confirmation that it was about my Lord's Neck 
when he was killed, and that it was cut into ſo many pieces as I have decla- 
red ; ſothe having made it evident that this pretence of Webſter, ay to his cut- 
ting the Cravat at ſuch atime,1s a forgery and fiftion of his own;l may from 
'the whole very juſtifhably conclude, thar this Report was invented to ſup- 
preſs the Evidence and Light, which this circumſtance would have given into 
the manner of my LordEſſex's death, and ro prevent the queſtioning ſuch, 
as might thereupon have been ſuſpefted and apprehended for affaſſnating 
and murdering that Yertuous and Noble Peer. But. beſides the two forego- 
ing circumſtances, which would have ferved to deteCt the manner.of my 
Lord's death, and the violence whickphad been uſed to bring him to his vh- 
timely End, there was a Third of as great weight and moment as cither of 
them, which 'had the Body been ſuffered'to continue in the plece, poſture, 
and 
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and condition avit fel,” wonld have eleat{yWiſcdvered ithe Per jary of B9.' 
meny.and Ruſſel, and wonderfully copitributed -to the wivailingJafid laying: 
apeu.the. whole Myſtery of this bapBatous' Marger:” For! Whereas bot 
Bomeny and Raſſct not only ſwear char the Cloſet - dovr where vity* Lord fell, 
was lock:d when they came up to it, but that. upon opening” the - door they found 
him lying all along. on the Cloſet - Floor ;, Peck, the Servant that had brought 
Lhe proviſions: to my 'Zotd juſt as Borichy''preterded-to have fourd him 
dead, and who upon ZBomeny's m.ering} hin ory 'the ſtairs and telling him 
| that my Lord had killed himſelf, -ria immediately into the Cham- 
ber, is ready to depole upon Oath that he ſaw the Earl of Eſſex's Body 
lying in the Cloſet, with a great part of his legs -without the Cloſet dour. 
Which Teſtimony as it ſhews the talſhood of thoſe two Raſcals Informa- 
tions in {wearing that the Cloſet door. was lock*'d*When they came firſt up 
to it 5 ſoit ought to have credit give: thereunto, as proceeding from one 
that could hope for noadvantape by telling alye; nor fear any danger from 
eclaring the Truth, - while on the contrary Ruſſel and Bomeny were ſub- 
orned ard brib'd to atteſt a forged ſtory and knew themſelves liable ro he 
hanged for their acceſſion to my Lord's Murder, had they related the mat- 
ter as it really was. _ Yeathis poſture wherein Peck declares he found 'my 
Lord's Body ; namely, three quarters of it lying in the Cloſer, and 'one 
quarter out of it, mult have awakened the Jury had they ſeen it ih that con. 
dition, to ſuſpect and apprehend, that- ſome- preceding violence had been 
offered to his Perſon near the Cloſet door. Bat asthe removing and ſtripping 
the Body," and waſhing both it ard the two Rooms before ever the Co- 
2 oners Ingueſt was admitted eirherto ſee it; or to' view thoſe places where 
the Tragedy had been acted, deprived them of + the” kaowledge of the fore- 
going circumſtagces, (and poſſibly of many others as weighty and impor- 
tart) which would kave ſerved to have led them into this Myſtery, and 
enlightned them about the manner of my Lord E/jex's Death ; ſo nothing 
can che.more. convictive of ſome 'vidlent and unlawful courſe and means, 
made uſe of. to. bring him to\that:deplorable and untimely- End, ' than the 
irregulirities committed upon and: about the Body, before the Jury either 
ſat upon, or ſo much as ſaw-it. _ | EN 
That which we adgance nnto in the next place, as freſh matter of 
proof that the Ezrtof' E/fex-was not. Felo de ſe, but that he perithed by 
the -viglent hands of bloady. Afſuflinates; ariſeth partly from the carriage 
of the Jury itſelf, which was truſted with the inquiſition into the» man- 
ner of 'his Death, and who as Men of li tle Senſe or Reaſon, and of leſs 
jaſtice and honeſty, gave it upon Oath that be did voluntarily and feloniouſly 
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cut bis own Throat; 'and-- partly; from the. beheviaur of athers: towards 
the Jury both in confining and abridging them to:ſhorter time than was n- 
ceſſary. to.a ſgitable aud thorough, Enquiry into ſo ou an Afﬀair, andin 
denying and with-holding from them thoſe means of being enlightned in thay. 
matter, which it was their Duty. ta require. and the Duty of others to 
grant, and without which they could not. judge themſelves -inabled to give 
a true and juſt cre: concerning themanner of that Noble:Mag's Death.. 
And the ſrt thing that occurry;iþ' the carriage of the which makes ic 
ſuſpeed. that ,even chey did judge the manner of the Earl of Efex's Death: 
a buſineſs of roo much hazard to enquire narrowly into, was their Partia- 
lity in examining thoſe few Wirneſles which they called before them, and 
their giving too haſty and undeſerved credit to two Fellows of whom they 
bad reaſon to. be jealous as intereſted in that Murder, againſt the informa-: 
tion of an honeſt and-unbias'd Perſon. With what not only coldneſs bur ap+ 
parent loathneſs to be truly informed, did they examine Peck, as if they 
had dreaded to hear any thing which might ſhake their belief of the Earl 
of Eſſex's baviug killed himſelf, or which might oblige them to accuſe and 
charge others with the gailt of .his Murder, while in the mean time they 
greedily hearkned to whatſoeyer ' Bomeny and Ruſſel ſwore, tho? itoff'd with. 
all the inconſiſtencies and contradictions imaginable? How little eſteem 
and value did they ſet vpon the information of poor Peck, tho' they could 
not but know that he was a Man whom none could have endeavoured 
to prepoſſeſs, .and who was neither under the influence cf hope or fear to 
teſtifie any. thing but what he ſaw ; while in the inrerim they paid an im- 
plicite faith ro the ſelf and one another contradicting depoſitions of Bo- 
meny and Rnjſel, whom they might eaſily have ſuſpected not only to have been 
promptedand taught what they were to ſay, but to have been both deterred 
by the apprehenſjon of puniſhment from declaring the: Truth, and ſway'd 
by Rewards to ſwear and publiſh a Falſhood ? But there is a Second thing 
wherein the Fury were partial and defeftivein-their Enquiry into the man- 
ner of the Earl of Eſex's Death, and which by conſequence ſhows that if 
not all of them, yet ſome and they ſuch as conducted the reſt, did either 
£n0ww or were jealous of a Myſtery in the way of thaz Noble Man's coming 
to his fatal end, which they were not willing, and judged it not for-their 
uxterclt to dive too far into, Foralbeit there were more Perſons than Ruſ- 
cl and Romeny then in the Houſe when my Lord's Throat was cut, yet 1 
do not find that they did, or were willing to examine any others. Now 
210nz[t rhoſe that were in Hawley's Houſe at that ſeaſon whenthat bloody 
+aCt was committed upon this honourable Per, there was one ary Jobnſon 


who 
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who amongſt many other things" which ſke declares, aflirms particularll, 
that being bY entred my Lord's banker 4: Ruſſel ard Bomeny were opening thF. 
Cloſer door, fhe ſaw the Body as foon as either of them aid; and yet this Wor. 
man whom the Coroner: Inqueſt were bound by the Laws of Juſtice as well 
as the Rules of Prudence to. have cxamuned, was, never {o much as called 
npon, nor asK'd a Qireſtibn concerning that mhatter Wa jadictahway. And 
wehave the more reaſon-to complain of the Fries neglect and infideli- 
ty in this particular, becauſe ſhe has often reported,. and profelieth herſelf 
ready to depoſe upon Oath, diverſe things, which are wholly inconſi- 
ſtent with what Ruſſel and Bomeny have informed, For while they .depoſe 
that they found my Lord's Body lying. along in the Cloſet,” and the Razor lying 
by bimon the Floor, This Woman Mary Johnſon both bath and. doth ſtill 
report, that, my Lord of Eſſex was found kyetling on both bis kyees with bis 
Body leaning againſt rhe Wall, and that.the 'Razor was in bis hand, the blade 
being l yin his Forefinger, and the handle hanging down berween that Fin- 
ger and th b. And while they ſwear that ir was nor above 4 quarter 
of an hoar and a balf,, from Bomeny's delivering the. Razor to his Maſter, 
till the tithe of their finding bim dead in the Cloſer ;, She poltively_ averrs and 
affirms; © that rhe Foy whe at firſt found was cold and [Hf , which it, 
could nat be at that feafon of the year 'in a much longer time than their 
Informations do ſpecifie and” allow. I do not ſay that what She affirms was 
true, no more than believe that what they inform was ſoz, but. 1 Gy-the 
contrariety which (had ſhe been examined] would hayeappeared,in. ber, 
Teſtimony to theirs, might haye ſerved to convince the «ry,. and. is ſuffi-. 
cient to ſarisfie all Mankind, that things were not as they are dedlared by. 
any of them, but that the manner of my Lord's -Death, and the re 
wherein the Body was found, being otherwiſe than was ſafe for them ta 
diſcloſe and reveal, each of them in order to hide ang. canceal.the- Truth, 
and for the ſheltering, both themſelves and others from Juſtice, fram'd. a 
ftory of their own concerning that matter, whence, it. came to pals that 
they ſo widely differed one. from another in their ſevera) and reſpeftive 
Reports. ' Andas the carriage and behavi6ur of the 7ary in their Inquiſition 
after the manner of the Farl of Efex's Death, does plainly ſhew that there 
was a ſecret and hidden Villainy in chat matter which ſome of them were ei- 
ther forbidden or afraid to ravel into; ſo ic ſerves todepreſsand take off 
the credit of that Verdict which they gave in concerning his having mur- 
dered himfelf. Bur let os in rhe next place obſerve and conſider the beha- 
viour of other Perſons and thoſe afting by no meaner Authority thanthat 
of the Duke of York, towards-the why pals Inqueſt when they were met 
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and Ct npon the Body ; and we ſhafl from thence alſo. be furniſhed with 
new proofs arid further evidence, that the Earl of Eſſex did not deſtroy'him- 
ſelf, but was brought-to his unfortunate and untimely end , by Inſtru- 
ments whom they would not have known, and by means which they durit 
not admit to have narrowly ſearched into. For whereas according to the 
faying of the Poet, * which my Lord Chancellor Finch was pleaſed ro quote af 


- the Trial of my Lord Seaford, 


Nulla unquam de norte bominis cunQatio longa eft. f Juven. Sat. 6. 


That we can ' hardly proceed ſlowly, nor ſearch diligently enough in what con- 
cerns the life. or death of ,a man ;, ſo there. were many tingular- aud weighty, 
reafons, ariſing from the worth and-quzlity. of the Perſon, the place and 
concition my Lord of Eſſex was then in, the benefit or prejudice which 
were likely toenſue to others, as his death ſhould be found to be compaſ- 
fed by this or that means, which ſhould have influenced the Jury to ule all 
the utmoſt ſcrutiny and diligence imaginable ,1n their.Ecquiry into the. 
manner of that. Noble Van's death. Bur inſtead, of this; the Fary was little 
fooner met (which by, the way was at a publick houſe in the Tower whi- 
ther the Coroner had adjourned them after they had ſeen the Body) than 
a meſſage was ſent them to make baſte in their Inquiſttion becauſe one waited 
ro carry it tothe King. Not that I would perſwade the World they hadany 
Autbority from his Majeſty to vie ſuch an Expreſſion, or that, the King 
was not: willing! they ſhould take fime. ro examive things throughly as, well 
is with'gravity ahd leaſure, but that there were; ſame great Men and- very; 
near his Perſon who gave order to make ule of his name, in order to the 

reventing, the. reproach and publick guilt, which a- due, calm, impar- 

z2l,and leafurely Erquiry of the Jury into that matter, would have ſubjefted 
and made them obnoxious unto. Nor can I beligve that Hawly the Warder 
who was one of thoſe that ſent the forementioned Meſlage tothe Jury,cither 
would or durſt have done it, 'and mph lefs have.namedthe King, but that 
he had expreſs command and warrant from ſome in power for the doing, 
of it, and that there were ſome Men of the firſt quality, who for reaſons 
well known to themſelves, were exceeding backward and. averſe to the 
having the manner of the Earl of .E/jex's death too critically ſearched into. 
But beſides the methnd which I tave mentioned that was uſed towards. 
the Jury to hinder a due Inquiſition into the matter they were met abour,, 
and to frighten and intimidate them from tracing things too far,there was a 
fecond pallage and mach more aſtoniſhing than the former, in. the bene. 
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riour of ſome 
bled and firting about the Earl of E/ex's death : For one of the Jury having 
obſerved, that tho' they had been admitted to view the Body, yet they had 
nor ſeen the Cloaths which my Lord wore when he was kill'd , bbt chat 
they had been taken off, and werecarried away, did thereupon ask to ſee 
the Cloaths which my Lord hadon when that unfortunate thing fell oc, 
and in which he was found dezd. One would think, that a more modeſt, 
juſt, and neceſſary demand; could nor have been made; and 1 tzke the con- 
fidence to ſay,the Jury ought not to have proceeced toa Verdi, till they 
had been complied witkegt it, unleſs upon the denial of ſo righteous a Re- 
queſt, and the reſufal of a matter that was fo neceſſary, as well as uſeful, 
to inform themgthey had proceeded as1n Duty and Confcience they ovghr, 
tro acquit my Lord trom having committed any violence upon himſelf, and 


have caſt this horrid Murder vpon others; For inſtezd of being gratified ' 


in the demand of ſeeing the Cloaths, the Coroner was immediately cal- 
led into the next, Room, where ſome Gentlemen were attending ( and a- 
moneſt others, he perſon 1 have juſt now mentioned)» ho having over-hear d 
what was asked for, ſeverely check'd and rebuk'd him for ſuffering ſuch 
Queſtions to be propoſed. And this mercenary or at leaft cowardly Soul, 
k arnham the Coroner (if I may ſo call him, being but the Coroner's Deputy ) 
returning back to the Jury, efter having received thereprimand & rebuke, 
r01d them, They were call 'd ro fir on my Lord's Body,and r-0t on his Cloaths, and 
that it was hufcien they had ſeen the Body, and received an aceount upon Oath 
how it was found. O faithlefs and nonſenſical-Man! as if becauſe they 
were to fit npon the Body, they might not be allowed a view of the 


Cloaths in which it wasSarray'd, when this-noble Perſon received his fatal 


ard deadly Wound : But, ſtupid Fool! whom if thy Place and Office had 
not made an Eſquire,thy Honeſty znd Wit never wou!d ; didſt thou think 
that it was meerly the Body of the Earlof Eſſex thou waſt to fit upon, 
whilft thy'buſineſs, Man, was to enquire by what means,and after v-hat man- 
ner my Lord himſelf came to that unnatural, violent, and untimely end ? 
And therefore as thou fat upon the Body meerly in order to the receiving 
hght and information into the manner how my Lord's Perſon came to be 
deſtroyed; ſo if thou hadſt.not renounced Conſcience, as well as Courage, 
thou would(t have defired a fight of the Cloaths, in ſubſerviency and order 
to the ſame end.Nor can any rational Perſon otherwiſe judge,why the Body 
was firſt ſtripp'd,ant the Cloaths afterwards with held from the view of 
the Jury,when demanded by oneof them tobe ſeen, but becauſe ſomerhing 
or other remarkable would have been found upon and about them, which 


ple towards the Corner's Inqueſt, while they were alſem+ | 
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would have overthrown the Informations of Bomery and Ruſſel , and made 
zppear my Lord's being murdercd by ochers, inſtead of periſhiog by his owa 


' hands. 


To all that we have hitherto ſaid in vindicationof the Earl of Effex from 
the guilt and infamy of having been a Felon of himſelf, and in proof that he 
was moſt treacherouſly as well as barbarouſly murdered by others, we ſhall 
in the nextplace givean.account of ſame remarkable paſſages which were 
obſerved in the Tower that morning my Lord was kill'd, which will not 
on!y inform us there was ſomething requiring great ſecrecy then tran(- 
ating, but will conduCt us home to the Authors and Authorizers of that vil- 
lanous and ever-to- be abhorred Aſſaſſination. The firſt thing then remark- 
able was, that the Gate of the lower end at thoſe Appartments in the 
Tower, where the Earl of Eſſex, and ailthe other Gentlemen committed for 
the late pretended Plot were lodged and ſccured, and whichalways uſed to 
ſtand open from Morning to Evening,was all that Morning kept ſhut till 
after my Lord of E//cx was Gead, except that it was once opened to let our 
my Lord Ruſſel to his Trial,veiog immediately after he was gane, lock'd ap 
again. And a$ this could notelſcape the ſight of the Perſons who were then 
confined, ſo it gave that furpriz2 to ſome of them, being a thing which 
had not fallen out before, that one Gentleman in particular called to his 
Warder,and ask'd him the meating of it, and received for anwſer,that there 
was ſpecial Order given foric. Nor is it difficult to gueſs the reaſon of che 
Order,and upon what motives, and 1n reference to whatend, Command was 
given for keeding the ſaid Gate ſhut up all chat moruing,rill after the Earl, 
of Eſſex wes kill:d;tor theStage and Theatre upon which the bloody Tra- 


_ gedy wasto be ated, being within that Gate, it was needful to keep people 


out as mich as they could, to prevent thediſcovery of- the Aftors, unleſs 
it were ſach 2s had their parts in ſome of the Scenes, or would be ſure to 
give their plauaite to the whole. Alecond pallage very remarkable, which 
was obſ:rved inthe Tower that morning, and which ſpeaks as loud to the 
matter we are upon,2s the former,was,that the King and Duke having been 
at the Licutenant's houſe, which is about the middle of the Alley , where 
my Lord of E//cx and the reſt were imp:iſoned, and havingeſtood in a Bal- 
cony, with a tew attending them, to lee my Lord &wſſel paſs by to his Tris 
al,the Duke did ſoon after,with l{everal waiting apok him, withdraw from 
the King down into the Alley, the Gate whereof was ftiil kept hut, Sure- 
ly it could not be the. pleaſure of the walk that made the Duke leave his 
Majeſty at that ſeaſon,but he had ſomething to give Order about,and to lee 
the managing of , which was o! more moment than his Princes Com- 


pany, 
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pany, an which his heart was infinitely more ſet upon... The Third and 


aſt thing which fell under the obſervation of divers then in the Tower, was 
that the Duke having withdrawn from the Kizg, there were ſeveral Perſons 
immediately ſent and diſmiſſed from his very {ide towards the Earl of Eſſex 
lodgings, who returned not till after che death of that Noble Perſon, that 


they came and gave an accouat of the obedience they had paid to his High-. 


neſs Commands, and that the Earl of Eſſex was killed, pretendinghe had 
cut his own Throat, thereby murdering his Memory after they had Aſſaf- 
finated his Perſon. It may be expected that 1 ſhould here mention the 
Names of thoſe that were ſent upon that barbarouserrand, but there being 
fome of them, who may be improved and made ſerviceable to-detedt the 
villainous Crime they were aſſiſting tocommir,it is but Juſtice to our ſelves 
as well as to them to conceal their Names. And to publith the Names of the 
reſt, were bur to ſet a mark upon the former, and expoſe them to the rage 
and power of St. James's, by not proclaiming them in conjunction with the 
others. But this offer | renew again both to his Majeffy and his Miniſters 
of Juſtice, thar if a mel: inquirendium into the manner of my Lord Eſſex's 
death, may beordered, and an Indempnity granted to ſuch as ſhall be wil- 
ling and able to detect, by whom and how he was murdered; then ſhall the 
Names not only of the Ruffians who committed the bloody Fact, bur the 
Names of the Conſpirators, who were the Contrivers, Authors, and En- 
couragersof it, be both difcovered to his Majeſty and judicizl Officers, and 
publiſhed toall the World. 

The only thing which remaiss to be diſcourſed of, in confirmation of 
the Earl of Eſex's being murdered by others, and that he was not Felo de 


ſe, is That of a bl 6dy Razors being thrown out of his 'Chamber window, before 


any noiſe of his Death, or the leaſt intimation that be was kyled. And indeed this: 
of a bloody Razors being thrown out of his window has already made a 
great clamour in the World, ard was the firſt thing whichraiſed a ſuſpicion 
that my Lord had not deſtroyed himſelf, but that he was Aſſaſſinated by o- 
thers, For as it-was impoſlible that after his Throat was cut he ſhould throw 
& ont himſelf, ſo it could not be caſt forth by other:, before the Body is 
pretended to be found, or any declaration made that he was kill:d, unteſs 
it was by ſuch as were preſent in the Room when he was ſlain, ar..| who were 
inſtrumental in his Murder. Nor can any 2ccourt be given why they did 
}r, but that God infatuated them, thereby to deteCt the Villainy they had 
committed. And it ſeems they had no ſooner recolle&ed themſelves, bur 
they were ſenſible it would not ſerve the Erd ti:cy had deſigned it unto, 
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namely, of making the World believe he had cut his own Throat, and in 


a2 TS) ; 
Tevenge upon the inſtrument wherewith it was dane, thrown it away after- 
The deed wes performed, and therefore they immediately bothcauſedir ro 
be raken up, and carried back ito the Cloſet, and have had the impudence 
ever fince, to deny that ever ſuch a thing was done. Nor cau the Story 
which a certain Geotleman at M/hire-Hall had formed for them, ſtand them 
in any ſtead, viz. That Bomeny findizg my Lord dead in the Cloſer, .and , 
the Razor which had been the Inſtrument of his death lying by him, and. 
that thereupon being ſtruck with ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, ar 1o unex- 
pected and deplorable an accident, he rook up the Razor, being acted by 
griefand indignation, and not minding what- he did, threw it out at the 
window. For beſides that, the Razor was thrown out of the window 
before there was the leaft noiſe of my Lords death, this gloſs and quzlifica- 
tion was invented 750 late, to ſerve the end it was deiigned unto, ſeeing 
Bomeny's and Rufſ:l's Examinations with which it 1s in-oaliſtent, were pub-- 
lick before. 'Now in proving that a Razor was thrown out of my Lord 
Eſſex's window, before the nzws 2nd tidings of his death, I would not be. 
thought to acknowledge, that it was a Razor wherewith the mortal and. 
deplorable wound was given him, being we!l aſſure that it iwas with an, 
inſtrument much more proper toc the purpoſe, than that would have been; 
bu that which | intend by the proof hereof is partly the overthrow and 
ſabverſion of Bomeny's and R:ſſe!'s informations, upon which the Inquilition 
and Verdict of the Coroners inqueſt was built, and partly to eſtablih and 
evidence that antecedently, to the noiſe and report of my Lords death, there 
were ſome Perſons in the Cham yer where he was killed. Which laſt if 
once obtained, it will 1 ſuppole de thence re dily granted, that they were - 
not there ro be ide Spettarors of my Lords cutting his own Throat ;z tut 
that their bu;ineſs was to perp=trate themſelves that barbarous Fatt upon 
him, though for the concealing their guilt and avoiding the Juſtice and Se- 
verity of the Law, they have endeavoured to caſt the, reproach and infamy 
of it, upon that inocent and injured Perſon. The firſt 1;ho reported and 
divulged the Story of a bloody Razors being threwn out of the Earl of E/-- 
ſex's window, before there was any news of my Lords death was one: . 
FVVillem Edwards,a Youth b2tween thirteen and fourteen years of age, who 
having hezrd as he was going Tt School, th-r the King and Dake were in the 
Tower, wei in to fee them, and coitinning there ſometimes in one place 
"and ſometimes in another a!l that morning, came home about ten of-the. 
clock'to his Mother, «rd toldthe Earl of Eſſex was killed, and that while 
he, ( the ſaid Edwerds) ſtood nar the Earl's lodgings, 1 owing up towards his 
Chamber-window, he ſaw a hand cast out a vicody Ratzor, which being going 
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ro rake kep, there came @ ſhort Maid or Woman with 4. white bood on her bead ont 
our of Captain Haulle's bouſe where the Earl lay, and took, up the Razor 
which (he immeazately carried into the Captains houſe, and run up ſtairs, and 
that ſoon after he beard one cry out murder. All this the-Zoy hath frequenr- 
- ly repeated and ayerred to his Father, Motker, Siſter, and to one Mrs Furr, 
as well as to Mr. Bradaon, as thoſe four Perions depoſed upon Oath at 
Mr. Braddon's Trial,, yea, the very Boy himſelf did confeſs and acknow- 
ledge in Court that he had ſaid ard reported it. *Tis true that after ho had 
often affirmed it, he was at laſt by the flatteries of ſome and the wenaces 
of others brought to ſay he ſaw no ſuch thing as a bloody Razor thrown 
out of the Earl of 'Efex's window, but that the whole which he had re- 
ported relating thereunto was feigned and invented by himſelf. For having 
been told by his S:fer that through perſevering in his hrſt Report he 
would not only ruine his Father and the Family, but that he would 
briog both himſelf and his Father to be hanged ; he thereupon under the 
influence of dread and fear retrafted what he had before affirmed. But 
whether there onght not more credit to be given to his Affirmation, than 
to his Denial, I dare referr it to the Judgment of all impartial Men, who 
have either -heard of the Method uſed towards the Boy at the Comncil - 
Board, or who have read the carriage and behaviour of my Lord Chief 
Juſtice and the Comre of King's Bench in this matter at the Trial of Mr. 
Braddon, Andasl was amazed my ſelf on the peruſal of the Trial, to 
obſerve with what impuſdence and barefacedneſs. they not only diſcovered 
the means uſed by others to influence* the Boy to forſwear himfelf , bur' 
the arts and tricks in hufhng on the vne (ide, -and cajoling on the: other, 
whereby the very Bench drew him into and cheriſhed him in Perjury ; ſo 
I never had the fortune to ſpeak with a Man that was wiſe or honeſt, but 
he was forced to acknowledge that the Boy's firſt Report in ſaying he ſaw 
a flaody Razor thrown out of the Earl of Efex's window, ſeem'd natu-' 
ral, plain, candid, and'true, whil'ſt his denying what he had ſo ofren' 
affirmed to have.ſeen, appeared evidently to be wheedled: out of him, or 
Þy reaſon of the dread and fear wherewith they had poſleſs'd him, wrefted 
and extorted from him. How. groſs zs well as unbecoming was it for my Lord 
Chief Juſtice when old Mr. Edwards: had upon his Child's being ſworn, 
* charged him in the prefenceof Aln:ighry God to ſpeak ihe Truth and nothing but 
the Truth, | ſay for my L C. Juſtice to bid the Child turn about and ſay Father be 
fare yout (ay nothing but the Truth.$or as tie Father's command to his Son does 
plainly” intimate the jeatoulie he was under concerning the Boy's being 
| wrought 
* Braddon's Trial p. 17. 4 
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wrought upon to perjure himſeclf;. ſo the Reply which my Lord- Chief 
Juſtice adviled the Child to make to his Father, did,belides the irreverence: 
towards a Parent whereof it ſavoured, direCtly inſinuate the apprehenſions 
he had, leſt the Father's Chriſtian counſel” ſhould fortifie the Child ro 
a\ſert the Truth. How palpably as well as ſhamefully did my Lord Chief 
Tuſtice betray and reveal their entangling the Boy to ſwear a lye, by the 
rage as well as ſuperciliouſneſs wherewith he treated 14. Walop (a Perſon 
not only to whote Age Honour 1s due, but who in all the qualifications of 
a Gentleman and the accompliſhments of a Scho'ar in all other Learning 
as well as the Law,infinitely tranſcends and exceeds his Lordſhip) and for 
no other rcaſon but becauſe Mr. W./{op would have asK'd. young Mrs. 
Edwards, * nhuher ſhe had not told her Brother that the King would hang 
his Father if be did not d:ny what be had ſo often affirmed to have ſeen. And 
tho' it was a Qieltion the anſwering whereof, would have unfolded and 
laid open the inezns by which the Boy was brought to retrat What he had 
formerly declared, and would, have coafirmed rhe Truth of his firſt Reporr, 
yet my L.C. Ju{ticc inſtead of ſuffering any Anſwer to bexgiven to it, not 
only upbraided that ancient, learned, and worthy Gentleman,. as if he had 
iatended to have charged the King with a deſign of fianging Men, 'orelſe of 
© making them deny the Trath (both which were far from his choughrs and- 
the intention of the Qneition) but having huffd and heftored him did 
threaten him with' the animadverſion and cerrefion of the Conrt for refle- 
&ing upon and aſperſing the Government. Nor is young Edward: the 
only one -who hath declared that he ſaw a bloody Rezor thrown out of 
the Earl of E/ſex's Window before any noiſe or rumour of his:death, but 
there is alſo a Girl,one Fean Lodeman, of about thirteen years of age, who 
being in the Tower that Morning the Earl of E/ex was killed, and ſtand- 
ing over againit his Lodgings, came home and told both her Ann and 
others about ze of the clock, that it was reported the Ear! of Eſſex-had 
cut his Throat, and that ſhe had-ſeen a hand caſt a bloody Razur out of the 
window where the People ſaid that my Lord lodged, And as this Gil had no- 
' acquaintance with or knowledge of the former Boy, and conſequently they 
a agree together to form and invent a Komantickh and fabulous 
_ Story, \nor to-concert the particulars which they. were to reporr; ſo it is 
obſervable that their Relations do harmonize and accord in all the. main 
heads, and only ſeem to differ in one thing, which the Girls unacquain- 
tedneſs with the ſeveral parts of the houſe where my Lord lodged, led her 
into a miſtake about. For they bothagree that there was a &azor thrown. 


out. 
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out of tie Chamber window before Murder cried out, and that this R4- 
207 as bloydy and that immediately there came a ſhort Maid or Woman out 
of the houſe 
place where the Razor fell ; which as they are all the material things 


requilite to ' the confirmation. of the Falt, fo being wholly ſtrangers. 


to one another they could not before hand concert them, nor agree the 
things they ſhonld report. Had one faid-it was a Knife.that was thrown 
out of the window, which_the other had affirmed it was a Razor; or 
had one denied it to be bloody, while the other had reported that it was o ; 
or had the one mentioned a Har as having come ont of the houſe towards 
it, while the other ſpake of a Woman , there would have been then ſome 
reaſon for the Riaiculing it as a Fiction, ſeeing the contradicting one ano- 
ther in the eſſential circumſtances of the Report, would have deteted 
the falſhood of the Reporters. Ard it muſt argue great perrerſneſs as 
well as ſtrange prepoſleſſion of Mind, to pretend to disbelieve the Story 
becauſe the Children ſeem to vary one from another in a little and minute 
thing, when. in the mean time there is the greateſt harmony imaginable be. 
tweenthem m allthat is of moment for the eſtabliſhment and aſſurance of 
the rezlity of the Fatt. Aud therefore whereas towards iuvalidating the 
Girl: Teftimony it was objected by my L. Chief Fuftice Jefferey's that ſhe 
ſhould ſay the Razor was thrown our of the Cloſer window, when the Boy 
had ſaid f that it was thrown out at the Chamber window ; . this pretended 
icconſiſtency between the- two _y be eafily removed to the ſatisfattion. 
of all rational Men, and the eternal reproach and Infamy of Sir George 
Tefferey's. - For indeed ſhe faid no ſuch thing, nor did. ſhe know the Cloſer 
window from the Chanber window , nor fo much 2s which was my 
Lord's Chamber, but as ſhe heard declared by the Standers by. All that the 
Git did affirm was,that * She ſaw a hand throw a bloody Razor out of a win- 
dow, which as the People difconrſed, belonged to the houſe where the-E. of 
Eſexlodged:Nordid the py ins ariſe from what the Child herſelf depoſed 
in Courr,bur it was ſtarted fromthe Depoſition of one Glacbrook, who infor- 
med of theGirl-baving told her Aunrthattbe E. of Efex had cut his Throar, 
and that She was ſure of it becenſeShe faw him throw the Razor out of the 
window, and that it was all bloody, Now becauſe the Glojer was the plece 
where my Lord was foond dead, they would inferr that She meant the 
Cloſer window, and thereupon cohchude the Story to þe falſe, both he-. 
cauſe of the impoſſibility that bimſelf ſhould throw. the Razor our, and 
thecontraricty which they would have WPPoden to be in this expreſſion 
2 ro 
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with'a white hood upon her head, who went towards the. 
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to what the Boy had reported. Whereas the phrafe does only ſhew. the 
ſimplicity of the Child, bat does ia no wiſe argue the falticy of the Report. 
And the account which She gave of the place where She food; namely, 
* in that part of the Tower called the Adount, plainly ſhews that ſhe could 
not mean the Cloſer window, but the window of the Chamber. And had 
the Court of the King's Bench had but the juſtice and integrity which be- 
came Men in their places, one Qieſtion of the Fuager and the Child's An-. 
ſxer to it, would have clearly decided whether She meant the Cloſer 
window, or that of the Chamber. For had they but ask'd her whether 
the window out of which the Razor was thrown, ſtood towaras the 
Foreſtrcet or the Back ysrd; the objection would have immediately va- 
niſhed; ſeeing,.conlidering the place where the Child was then Randing,. 
ſhe mnſt have aiſwered that it laok'd towards. the Fore-ſtreer ;, nor was 
it poſſible for her.to ſee any thing thrown out of the Cloſer window, un- 
leſs ſhe had ſtood in the Back. yard, which ſhe neither did, nor was ſo 
much as ever there, Burt by the asking ſuch a queſtion Sir George Jefercy's 
would have lo{t the advantage not only of r4diculing the whole: matter 
about the Razor, and of devolving the Murdzr of the Earl- of Eſſex, upon. 
himſelf, but of skreening the Malefaftors- from Juſtice, and. poſlibly of 
ruining Mr. Braddon, which were things of too great concerament to Sr. 
Fames's, to let an occaſion and pretence of compaſling them eſcape him, 
eſpecially at the coſt of a little meckneſs, patience, and juſtice in his 
Lordſhip in receiving a Depoſition and examining a Witneſs. - Now this 
Obje&tion advanced by my. Lord Cbief Juſtice againſt the Truth of the. 
Girl's Teſtimony, being fully and to the ſatisfaCtion of all impartial Men 
removed and taken off, all that abſurd and nonſenſical ſtuff, which through 
his having wreſted the Child's words, he ſuperſtrufts upon .his own 
Dreams and Fictions, does of its own accord, and without its being need- 
ful for me to interpole any thing by way of remerk upon it, fall cotheground 
Nor will any Man of common ſenſe henceforth imagine that the Coach 
which the Child ſays ſhe ſaw at the Door, muſt therefore have been in 

the Back yard, and conſequently been droven through the narrow Ent 
ahd Door of - the Houſe; ſeeing it is evident from what hath been here dif. 
courſed, that ſhe meant the Fore-dvor and not the Back, aud to: that there 
was no difficulty of Acceſs. Þ And with the ſame eaſe may all that Ca- 
ptain Hawley and my Lord Chief Juſtice declare about the height of the 
pales, and the impoſlibilityof throwing any* thing out of the Cloſer win- 
dow over them, and. eſpecially of ſeeing it when thrown over and lying 
upon 
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n'the ground , be diſſipated and* blown away ; becauſe it. was not the 
pale aocwyatleg the- back-yard,” which the Girls Teſtiniony referred un- 
to, but thoſe to: which her Depoſition related, are the pales which face 
and fence the forepart and front of the Houſe. O the Chicanery aud frau- 
dulency of a mercinary Lawyer, inſtead of the uprightneſs, andintegrity of 
2 juſt and impartial Judge! Nor could my L. C. Juſtice have taken a more 
ex peditious-and effeftual Courſe to proclaim his own Villany, than be 
hath done, by endeavouring to ridicule'and expoſe this poor Childs Teſti- 
mony in the foregoing particuler. And whereas * Mr. Juſtice Hulloway 
was pleaſed to except ag-inſt the Depolition of the Girl in another parti- 
cular, namely, thec whilſt ſhe ſwore the Razor fell within the ples, che 
Boy tad ſaidthat it fell without them-z 1 do return this by way of Antwer 
to it. Firſt, that the. Reports of the two Children are much more caſic to 
be reconciled, than the Obfervation of Mr. Juſtice #o/loway upon this 
point, isto be reconciled with that of my Lord Chief Juſtice Jef/rey's con- 
cerning the ſame. For whereas Juſtice Holloway would have the contra- 
diction between the Informations of the. Children tolye in this, | That the 
Girl ſuid the Razor fell within the pales, and the Boy ſaid it fell nithout , my 
Lord Chief Juſtice will have it to lye in the Girls ſaying tbe Razor was thrown 
on the outſide, while the Boy bad ſaid it was thrown on the taſide, lam ſure one. - 
of theſe two Judges muſt be miſtaken, ſeeing it 1s impoſſiblethat two ac- 
counts of the ſame thing ſo clearly contradiftory the one to the other can 
be true. And indeed the miſtake lies with my Lord Chief Juſtice Jefrey-, 
(whom Paſſion had tranſported to that degree, that he neither duly minded 
what himſelf or others faid)-in affirming that the Girl ſhould ſay, the 
Razor was thrown on the ourſide the pales, when ſhe had exprefly {worn 
that it was thrown on the inſide of them. But then ſecondly, as to the- 
inconfiſtency between what the Boy informed, and that which the Girl. 
depoſed, I ſay that young Edwards had both in Words, and by imita- 
ting the poſture and motion of the hand out of which the Razor fell, fre- 
quently declared that it was cait on the inſide of the pales. His Father, 
Mother, and ſeveral others are ready to depoſe that when he firſt rold the 
Story of the Razor, he expreſled it by ſaying that it droptout of a hand 
from the Earl of Efex's window; which did plaioly fignifie that he meant it: 
fell on the inſide of the pales. And whenſoever he uſed to imitate the motion. 
of the hand from which the Razor fell, he did put it into ſuch a down- 
right poſture, as that all who obſerved his imitating what he ſaw done,. 
concluded that the Razor fell on the inſide the pales. Nor was heever heard 
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+ toſay that it fell on the outſide of the pales, ſavewonly. that time that Mr. 
ae Pin rook his Information in writing, when his Siſter by: eudeayouring 
to threaten him into-a denial of the whole matter he ſaw, had put him in- 
ro ſuch a fright, that either he could not remember, '6r did not mixderery 
little circumſtance of what he -as well ſaw, as had often reported before. 
And it is retnarkable that neither himſelf at Mr. Bradaor's Trial, where be: 
repeated and acknowledged what he had formerly reported, nor any other 
Witneſſes who appear at the ſaid Trial to teſtifie what they had heard 
him ſay, did in the lcaſt mention his having at any time ſaid, that theRazor 
feit on the outſide of the pales; but on the contrary his Mother does fo 
Word her Depoſition, as ſerves to prove that ſhe believed ke always meant 
the inſide of the pales, for ſhe ſwears, * That be ſaid he ſaw a band. out of 
a Window, ,and a Razor fall down, And as the whole maiter ofa Razor's 
being thrown, or let fall out of the Earl of Efex's Window, immediately 
before the noiſe of his Death, will be atteſted by ſeveral other Perſons when 
there is occaſion; fo the Sentinel 1/eak, whom we have formerly mentioned, 
not only- reported it to divers Perſons, both that morning my Lord was 
killed andafrerwards, but he added two or threeremarkable circumſtances 
ſome whereof the Boy had not taken notice of, nor the Girl obſerved others. 
That which eak.then declared to three Perfons the very day my Lord was: 
killed, and which th+y are ready to ſwear when called. thereunto, is, That : 
juſt before the Earls death was publickly known, there was a bloody Razor thrown 
out of bis Chamber-windaw, which was ſeen by ſome of the Sonldiers as well as by 
others, and whilit a li:tle Boy who had ſeen the Razor thrown out, run towards tt 
ro take it up, 4 ſhort Maid or V/oman that came out of the Flouſc where the Earl 
of Eſſex lodged, was 109 quick for the Boy and ſnatched up the Razor, and having 
run in with it to a Hoaſe, Murder was ſoon after cryedout! Thus we have nor 
only a confirmation from a third Perſon, that there was a Razor thrown 
out of the Earl of Eſex's Window, before any.tidings of his Death, and 
that a Boy went totake it up, but was prevented by a ſhort Woman from: 
Captain Hawley's Houie, who took. it up and run in with it, the laſt 
paſſage of which the Girl had not obſerved ; but we have alſo a ratifica- . 
tion of a paſlage tne Girl ſwore, which the Boy gave noaccount of, name- 
ly, that there were divers ather Perſons ſtanding by, who ſaw this bloody 
Razor thrown out of my Lord of Effex's Chamber- Window. /Nor is jr 
ſtrange that every little, thing {honld uot be-equally minded by all; bur it 
is' enough to ſet this buſineſs beyond the control of all rational Men, thar : 
it hath been declared by two, beſides the-Boy,whereot as none of them can be - 
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ſuppoſed under any prevalent Te 


far from approaching the Neck-bone, that it could not paſs beyond the 
Skin and outward part of the guller? ſurcly the ſame part of the Razor 
could not at one & the ſame time,be held faſt within the hand,& the grating 
alſo upon and againſt the Neck-bone: This is ſo obvious to: every Child, 
that 1 know not how to aſcribe the Chyrurgeons anſwer to hisignorance, 
but muſt either impute it to- the Conſternation which 1o tragical an acci- 
dent had put him into,that he remained not Maſter of common ſenſe ; or 


it. muſt be reſolved into a worſe cauſe, namely,a fear of tracing the Murder 
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af that honourable Perſon, ta be true and real Aftors of .it. Nor can the 
Conſpirators againſt the lifeof that noble Peer, avoid the ſtrength and evi- 
dence of this Argument, bnt that the Razor muſt have fallen both from ſome 


conliderable beighth, and upon ſome reſiſting ſharpand hard ſubſtance, or 
thar otherwiſe it could never have been gappd and notch'd as it was. Andt 


now toi: Theam challenge Roger Z Eſtrange todo his urmoſt,though [ 


know bg as food a faculty ar ridicvling and baffling Reaſons which he 
cannot ll ,as my Lord Chief Juſtice Feffreys has at expoſing and hefto- 


ring Witneſſes.the Truthof whoſe Teſtimony he cannot otherwiſe avoid. 


Thus 1 have finiſhed what at leaſt I judge fit and proper at this time and 
junfture to be ſaid,concerning the barbarous murder and unparallell'd maſ. 
ſacre,as well as the violent and untimely end of that honourable & innocent 
perſon, Arthur late Earl of Eſſex; and do greatly rejoice that 1 have been able 
to do this piece of ſervice toGod and my Country,as well as to the Memo- 
ry and Vertue of that Excellent Man: For though thy Friends,Great Eſſex ! 
were not ſo happy as to-prevent thy being murdred by the hands of execra- 
ble Ruffians; yet it is ſome relief to them,under all their torrows,for thy un« 
fortnnare and tragical end,to be ina condition to vindicate thy Name from 
the infamy caſt upon thee,of having deſtroy'd thy ſelf. And tho' we have all 
rhe light into , and aſſurance imaginable, of divers otter things,yet we do 
not here publifh them,becanſethar were both to expoſe divers. perſons to the 
like fare and deſtiny,& to deprive onr ſelres of the benefit of their Teſtimo- 
ny at a Baragainſt the MaletaCtors. We hope,nevertheleſs, that nnder all the 
diſadvanrgges under wh ch we he,there isthat account given of matters.cir- 
cnmſtances,& perſons, that none can reaſonably donbt of the Trath of my 
Lord of Eſſex's being perfidioully aPaſſinated. And ro: ſer this Affair yet far- 
ther beyond all queſtion and conrrol, I do challenge thoſe who do think 
themſelves injured or aggrieved,that for their own vindication;and thediCſ- 
covery of that murder, they would put this matter concerning the manner 
of the Earl of Eſex's death, in a fair, ſafe, and legal way'of Triat, withour 
davger ts them who {hallappear as Witneſſes, or damage to ſuch as ſhall 
have the vertue and courage to undertake” to proſecute. But if inſtead 
of this,” they fall upon ruining Men by ACtions of Scandalun magnatum, Or 
of aſſaſſinating ſuch whom they [hall fuſpelt ro have detretted this bloody 
and enormous Crime, } hope it wil] belook'd npon nor as a vindication of 
their Innocency,Þur as in argament of their Guilt. Nor can any. Man he 


| brought into troublefor having or. reading this Book, buiSirt will be a freſh 


proof, that there is hoth a viltanous Myſtery in the manner of the Eart of 
Egex's dezth, which they would not have known,and that there are perſons 


guilty 
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guilty of, and acceſſary'to it, whom it.concerns them to preferve from the 
wfamy and puniſhment thereof, Great. Efex! how ungratefully wert thou 
recompenſed for the Lojalty.of bh Family,. as. well as thy own Sufferings 
and Services in behalf ofthe Crown? Was. this the Reward of thy Fa- 
ther's laying down bis Life on a Scaffold,andof all that thou thy ſelf under- 
went and 45 for the King and the Government ? Is it thefate of the Capels, 
cither to die for the Royal Family, or to fall be the Treachery and Cruelty 
of ſome of the Regal: Off-ſpring? Vertuous Soul! when -thoy not 
Crimes for which they could dettroythee,thy Worth and [titegrigy became 
thy capital Offences ; when their infamous and petjured Witne $ could: 
not adminiſter ground to thole at St.Zame-'s to reach thy Life, thy Love to 


England, and Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion were ſufficient Reaſons with 


the Duke and ſome others, to conf} pirg and compaſs thy death; and thy 
declining to join with the Papiſts to ſubvertthe Laws of the Kingdom, and: 
extirpate the Northern Hereſie, es oqnangh firſt to hare, andthen 
to deſtroy thee : And what they deſpaired to effeCt by: perjur'd Witneſſes, 

anda pack'd Jury of Peers, they reſolved to. accompli:h by ſuborned and 
hired Aſſaſſinates, When'they wanted the ſhadow of. Law to Arraign thee 
before thy Peers in a publick way,they found Men wearing Stars and Coro-- 
nets, who andertook to ſit privately upon thee, and ſentence-thee to die./ 
Having lived the Patron as well as. Darling of 'thy Country , thou fell ar 
laſt, through the Maiice of the Nation's Enemies; a Viftim and a Sacrifice 
for its Rights and Liberties.Nor was there any way for theeto have eſcaped 
their rage, but either to have been leſs dutiful to God*and thy Country, 
or leſs tender to them', and more thier open and avowed Enemy. Hadſt 
thou hen tine was, unraviil'd the Popiſn Conſpiracy, .as: thou both might 
and ſhould have'done, thou couldit have prevented the Miſery that is fal- 
len upon the Nztior, and thedeplorable end. thou. haſt been brought unto 
thy ſelf : But thy Zeal for the greatneſs of the Monarchy, and thy Love as 
well as compaſſion tothe Dake of York, have through the injuſtice and un- 
thankfulneſs of that Man whom thou, waſt ſo induſtrious to ſave;, proved 
an unhappy occaſion of our flavery, and thy, own rejne. . And tho'-none 
does more reverence thy memory than 1 do, yet | cannot but obſerve how 
conſpicuous the R's hreouſneſs of God is,in the Injuſtice of that ungrateful 
Man, whilſt his A.Tociates are reſerved by Heaven to fall with him : 
ttey who knes his Deſigns, but ontof pity to bis Perſon, as well as love 
to his Majeſty, thought fir to conceal th:m, are by. an unfearchable , but 
holy Providence, left and ſuffered ro fall by him, Nor according. to the 
meaſures of Wiſtom, or inconſiſtency with the principles of true Reaſon, 
can any Man be a Friend to Religion _— National Rights , without being 


an 
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an ayowed Adverfary to the Duke himſelf,as well as to his Contrivances. 
But what do ye think , O ye Peers and Gentlemen of England! Are not 
gll your Lives.;threatned in the deſtruCtion of this one Nobleman ? The 
Law that could not protect him, will be as unable to defetd you, If the 
Tower of Londen, which is his Majeſties Royal Palace,as well as the State- 
Priſon, could not ſecurethe Earl of Effex from the irruption and violence 
of Aſlaſſinates; can youeither hope for, or promiſe your ſelves ſafety in 
your Country-Dwellings? For it they want pretences of deſtroying you 
by perſons in Ermine.and Scarlet, they haye no more to do but commillio- 
nate & arm Ruffians-and Banditei againſt you: And when it may not be found 
convenient to aſſault your Lives, by Strangers andhired Raſcals whom you 
do not know, they underſtand:the art of debauching your Yalers de Cham- 
ber, and the Servants into whoſe hands you committhe care of your Per- 
ſans, to ſtab ar poiſon you. Into what-a deplorable condition are Engliſh 
Gentlemen reduced, being expoſed if they ſtay inthe Nation, to be either 
ſworn out of their Lives by falſe Witneſſes, or murdered by bloody Aſlaſli- 
nates; or. if they withdraw and retreat into foreign Countries, made 
liable to be purſued to Outlawries. And which was never known in any 
Kingdomof the World, tillSir George Feffereys had given us a. Preſident. An 
Outlawry does as certainly deſtroy a Man, if the outlaw'd party once' fall 
ioto their hands;as'if he had drunk poiſon,or were ſtabb'd through the hear 
with a Sriffcro. Of this the unfortunate Sir Thomas Armſtrong is an example 
of the firſt impreſſion, who albeit apprehanded within the twelf:h Month, 
which is the tune the Statute allows tor a perſon to come in and have the 
benefit of a Trial, notwithſtanding an Outlawry, was yet executed by a 


| Rulegf the Court of King's Bench, without being allow'da Tria?, tho' he 


moſt earneſtly demanded it,asthe Righr of the SubjeCft,and what the Law of 
the Land give him a juſt claim unto. And whichis worthy to be remarked, 
as ſhewing the different treatrnent which Proteſtants meet with], beyond 
what was meaſured our to the worſt and moſtcriminal Papiſts. The ſame 
Attorney-General: who oppoſed Sir Thomas ArnFtrong's baving the liberty 
and benefit ofa Trial,and who reqiured a Rule of Court for his Execution 
upon the bare Outlawry, did but a few years before in the caſe of Levaliiar 
aud Don O Carney, two of the Ruffians who irithe Popiſh Conſpiracy were 
to have killed the King at Windſor, not only plead*for.the Reverſe of their 
Outlawry (tho'they had been above two years outlaw'd;and came not in till 
they knew there was but one witneſs could ſwear againſt them, Vir. Bedloe 
the Other Witneſs being dead) bur he withal told my 1.. Chief Juſtice Pem- 
berton, that there being an Errour inthe FaCt,through their abſence beyond 
Se2,when the Futlawry: was iſſued out 2gainſt them, the Reverſe of it w;.$ 


a 
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4 thing of courſe, which they had a Right to demand, and which the Copre 
was bound by the duty of their Office and Place to grant. Secing;therefors 
that that thoſe 6f you, O- Engliſh Peers and Gentlemen) who remain either 
Faithfal to God in the matter of Religion, or true to your Country in the 
buſineſs of Civil Rights, can neither hope to eſcape the malice and rage. 
of your Enemies by ſtaying at home nor by going abroad, is it not tine 
to be at laſt ſo far awak'ned out of your Lerthargy, as to demand Juſtice 
upon thoſe bold and enormous MalefaQtors, that were the Contrivers and 
Perpetrators of this horrid Murder, upon this Noble and Lnnocent Lord? 
Can you believe that you have diſcharged your dury either to your Maker, 
your Prince, your Country, your ſelves, your Poſterity, or to your mur- 
dered Friend, till you havefilled the Ears of his Majeſty, witha cry of inno- 
cent blood barbarouſly ſhed; and till you have demanded a melins 1nquiren- 
dum into the manner of that Nobleman's Death, and have brought the 
Authors and Inſtruments of his Aaſſination, to undergo-the Juſtice and 
Severity of the Law? Let me tell you,. O Peers and Gentlemen! that this is 
both what Heaven and Earth do expect from you. And if you continue to- 
neglect it, you will in the account of God be reckoned amongſt Acceſ- 
ſories to that guilt, and in the eſteem of Men be held for a daſtardly and 
degenerate People 3 Burt ifall Menſhail either prove ſotimid, or ſo«ſupine, 
as tobe regardleſs of the Commandand Authority of God, their own per- 
ſonal ſafety, the wrath that impends over the Nation upon the cry of in- 
nocent Blood ; Awake then and ſt,r up thy ſelf thou All-ſeeing aud Righ- 
teous Lord, who beholdeſt miſchief and ſpite, to requite ut with thy hand, and 
make thy Wiſdom known in the deteCtisn, and thy Juſtice inthe puniſh» 
ment of this horrid Crime. For thou haſt not only devolved the Inquiſition 
aiter Murder, uponthole who are truſted with Rule among wing, = haſt 
charged thy ieif with it, and haſt ſaid, The 9lood of your 1{5ves will I require 
«t the hind of Man; and at the handof every Mans Brother, will I require the 
Life of Man, and whoſs jleddeth Man's blucd, by Man ſhall bis blood be' ſhed, 
And we do the rather make this appeal unto thee, © Lord ! not only be- 
cauſe rhey who ere advanced unto the Sears of judgment, are either unac- 
celiable, or Patrons of what they ſhomid jearch out and puriſh ; but becauſe 
Lacy who t2ke upon themreo Miniſter in thy Holy things, have prophaned 
thy Name, nave contempible thy Ordicances, and deceived thy People 
whom they mould heve iniorm:d, bot by indicating the Awthors of 
tiis bloody Murcer from-the Guilt and Suſpicion of it, and by defaming 
aud wounding tic Memory of an 1inocent ard gliltlets Perſon. Whilethe 
Copſ;irator's againit our Rejigionaud Laws, Havebeen like YYolves ravening 
'0 fred wltd, and 10 ger diſhoneft gain, theſfe mercenary Men hauc daub*d them 
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